
very literal and wonderful way, the windows of heaven are
opened and blessings are poured out upon them.

Remember that paying tithing is not as much a matter of
money as it is a matter of faith. Trust in the Lord. He gave the
commandment for our benefit, and He made the accompany-
ing promise. Seek strength in the faith of Nephi, who said,
“Let us be faithful in keeping the commandments of the
Lord; for behold he is mightier than all the earth” (1 Nephi 4:1).

See also Fasting and Fast Offerings

Tobacco (See Word of Wisdom)

Unity

Just before the Savior carried out the Atonement, He
prayed for His disciples, whom He had sent into the world to
teach the gospel. He also prayed for those who would believe
in Him because of His disciples’ words. He pled for unity:
“That they all may be one; as thou, Father, art in me, and I in
thee, that they also may be one in us: that the world may
believe that thou hast sent me” ( John 17:21). 

From this prayer we learn how the gospel unites us with
Heavenly Father and Jesus Christ and with each other. When
we live the gospel, receiving the saving ordinances and keep-
ing our covenants, our natures are changed. The Savior’s
Atonement sanctifies us, and we can live in unity, enjoying
peace in this life and preparing to dwell with the Father and
His Son forever.

The Lord has said, “If ye are not one ye are not mine”
(D&C 38:27). You can seek and promote this standard of
unity in your family and in the Church. If you are married,
you and your spouse can be unified in purpose and action.
You can allow your unique qualities to complement one
another as you face challenges together and grow in love and
understanding. You can also be unified with other family
members and with members of the Church by serving
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together, teaching one another, and encouraging one another.
You can become one with the President of the Church and
other Church leaders as you study their words and follow
their counsel. 

As the Church grows throughout the world, all Latter-
day Saints can be united. Our hearts can be “knit together in
unity and in love one towards another” (Mosiah 18:21). We
appreciate cultural diversity and individual differences, but
we also seek the “unity of the faith” that comes when we fol-
low inspired leaders and remember that we are all children of
the same Father (see Ephesians 4:3–6, 11–13).

See also Love; Marriage; Obedience; Service; Zion

Visiting Teaching (See Relief Society)

War

The Lord has said that in the last days there will be “wars
and rumors of wars, and the whole earth shall be in commo-
tion, and men’s hearts shall fail them” (D&C 45:26). 

As members of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Saints, we are a people of peace. We follow the Savior, who is
the Prince of Peace. We look forward to His millennial reign,
when wars will end and peace will be restored to the earth
(see Isaiah 2:4). However, we recognize that in this world,
government leaders sometimes send military troops to war
to defend their nations and ideals.

Latter-day Saints in the military do not need to feel torn
between their country and their God. In the Church, “we
believe in being subject to kings, presidents, rulers, and mag-
istrates, in obeying, honoring, and sustaining the law”
(Articles of Faith 1:12). Military service shows dedication to
this principle. 

If Latter-day Saints are called upon to go into battle, they
can look to the example of Captain Moroni, the great military
leader in the Book of Mormon. Although he was a mighty
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