Justice

again. And why beholdest thou the mote that is in thy broth-
er’s eye, but considerest not the beam that is in thine own
eye? Or how wilt thou say to thy brother: Let me pull the
mote out of thine eye—and behold, a beam is in thine own
eye? Thou hypocrite, first cast the beam out of thine own eye;
and then shalt thou see clearly to cast the mote out of thy
brother’s eye” (3 Nephi 14:2-5).

In this scripture passage the Lord teaches that a fault we
see in another is often like a tiny speck in that person’s eye,
compared to our own faults, which are like an enormous
beam in our eyes. Sometimes we focus on others’ faults when
we should instead be working to improve ourselves.

Your righteous judgments about others can provide
needed guidance for them and, in some cases, protection for
you and your family. Approach any such judgment with care
and compassion. As much as you can, judge people’s situa-
tions rather than judging the people themselves. Whenever
possible, refrain from making judgments until you have an
adequate knowledge of the facts. Always be sensitive to the
Holy Spirit, who can guide your decisions. Remember
Alma’s counsel to his son Corianton: “See that you are mer-
ciful unto your brethren; deal justly, judge righteously, and
do good continually” (Alma 41:14).

Additional references: 1 Samuel 16:7; Moroni 7:14-19; D&C 11:12

See also Charity; Forgiveness; Love; Mercy

Justice

Justice is the unchanging law that brings consequences
for actions. Because of the law of justice, you receive blessings
when you obey God’s commandments (see D&C 130:21-22).
The law of justice also demands that a penalty be paid for
every sin you commit. It requires that no unclean thing be
permitted to dwell with God (see 1 Nephi 10:21).

When the Savior carried out the Atonement, He took our
sins upon Himself. He was able to “answer the ends of the
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law” (2 Nephi 2:7) because He subjected Himself to the penalty
that the law required for our sins. In doing so, He “satisfied
the demands of justice” and extended mercy to everyone who
repents and follows Him (see Mosiah 15:9; Alma 34:14-16).
Because He has paid the price for your sins, you will not have
to suffer that punishment if you repent (see D&C 19:15-20).

Additional references: 2 Nephi 9:26; Alma 42

See also Atonement of Jesus Christ; Mercy; Repentance
Keys of the Priesthood (See Priesthood)

Kingdoms of Glory

Through the Atonement of Jesus Christ, all people will
be resurrected (see Alma 11:42-45). After we are resurrected,
we will stand before the Lord to be judged (see Revelation
20:12; 3 Nephi 27:14). Each of us will be assigned to an eter-
nal dwelling place in a specific kingdom of glory. The Lord
taught this principle when He said, “In my Father’s house
are many mansions” (John 14:2).

There are three kingdoms of glory: the celestial kingdom,
the terrestrial kingdom, and the telestial kingdom. The glory
you inherit will depend on the depth of your conversion,
expressed by your obedience to the Lord’s commandments.
It will depend on the manner in which you have “received the
testimony of Jesus” (D&C 76:51; see also verses 74, 79, 101).

Celestial Kingdom

The celestial kingdom is the highest of the three king-
doms of glory. Those in this kingdom will dwell forever in
the presence of God the Father and His Son Jesus Christ. This
should be your goal: to inherit celestial glory and to help oth-
ers receive that great blessing as well. Such a goal is not
achieved in one attempt; it is the result of a lifetime of righ-
teousness and constancy of purpose.
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