Joseph Smith

tongue shall speak in worship before Him. Each of us will
stand to be judged of Him according to our works and the
desires of our hearts.

“We bear testimony, as His duly ordained Apostles—that
Jesus is the Living Christ, the immortal Son of God. He is the
great King Immanuel, who stands today on the right hand of
His Father. He is the light, the life, and the hope of the world.
His way is the path that leads to happiness in this life and
eternal life in the world to come. God be thanked for the
matchless gift of His divine Son” (Ensign, Apr. 2000, 2-3).

See also Atonement of Jesus Christ

Joseph Smith

In the spring of 1820, 14-year-old Joseph Smith was
searching for the true Church of Jesus Christ when he read a
passage in the Bible: “If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask
of God, that giveth to all men liberally, and upbraideth not;
and it shall be given him” (James 1:5; see also Joseph Smith—
History 1:11-12). With simple, unwavering faith, young
Joseph followed the counsel in that passage. He went alone
to a grove of trees, where he prayed to know which church
he should join. In answer to his prayer, God the Father and
Jesus Christ appeared to him. Among other things, They told
him that he should join none of the churches then in exis-
tence. (See Joseph Smith—History 1:13-20.)

As Joseph Smith proved his worthiness, he was given a
divine mission as a prophet of God. Through him, the Lord
accomplished a great and marvelous work that included
bringing forth the Book of Mormon, restoring the priesthood,
revealing precious gospel truths, organizing the true Church
of Jesus Christ, and establishing temple work. On June 27,
1844, Joseph and his brother Hyrum were killed in an attack
by an armed mob. They sealed their testimonies with their
blood.
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Judging Others

For your testimony of the restored gospel to be complete,
it must include a testimony of Joseph Smith’s divine mission.
The truthfulness of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Saints rests on the truthfulness of the First Vision and the
other revelations the Lord gave to the Prophet Joseph.
President John Taylor, the third President of the Church,
wrote, “Joseph Smith, the Prophet and Seer of the Lord, has
done more, save Jesus only, for the salvation of men in this
world, than any other man that ever lived in it” (D&C 135:3).

Additional references: Isaiah 29:13-14; 2 Nephi 3:3-15; D&C 5:9-10; 135;
Joseph Smith—History

See also Prophets; Restoration of the Gospel

Judging Others

Sometimes people feel that it is wrong to judge others in
any way. While it is true that you should not condemn others
or judge them unrighteously, you will need to make judg-
ments of ideas, situations, and people throughout your life.
The Lord has given many commandments that you cannot
keep without making judgments. For example, He has said:
“Beware of false prophets. . . . Ye shall know them by their
fruits” (Matthew 7:15-16) and “Go ye out from among the
wicked” (D&C 38:42). You need to make judgments of people
in many of your important decisions, such as choosing
friends, voting for government leaders, and choosing an eter-
nal companion.

Judgment is an important use of your agency and
requires great care, especially when you make judgments
about other people. All your judgments must be guided
by righteous standards. Remember that only God, who
knows each individual’s heart, can make final judgments of
individuals (see Revelation 20:12; 3 Nephi 27:14; D&C 137:9).

The Lord gave a warning to guide us in our judgment of
others: “With what judgment ye judge, ye shall be judged;
and with what measure ye mete, it shall be measured to you
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