
such as meeting the basic needs of their families. Gamblers
sometimes become so enslaved and so desperate to pay gam-
bling debts that they turn to stealing, giving up their own
good name. 

The First Presidency has encouraged us to join with oth-
ers in opposing the legalization and government sponsorship
of any form of gambling in our communities.

See also Temptation

Garments (See Temples)

General Authorities (See Church Administration)

Gift of the Holy Ghost (See Holy Ghost)

Gifts of the Spirit (See Spiritual Gifts)

Godhead

The first article of faith states, “We believe in God, the
Eternal Father, and in His Son, Jesus Christ, and in the Holy
Ghost.” These three beings make up the Godhead. They pre-
side over this world and all other creations of our Father in
Heaven.

The true doctrine of the Godhead was lost in the apostasy
that followed the Savior’s mortal ministry and the deaths of
His Apostles. This doctrine began to be restored when 14-
year-old Joseph Smith received his First Vision (see Joseph
Smith—History 1:17). From the Prophet’s account of the First
Vision and from his other teachings, we know that the mem-
bers of the Godhead are three separate beings. The Father and
the Son have tangible bodies of flesh and bones, and the Holy
Ghost is a personage of spirit (see D&C 130:22).

Although the members of the Godhead are distinct
beings with distinct roles, they are one in purpose and 

Godhead
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doctrine. They are perfectly united in bringing to pass
Heavenly Father’s divine plan of salvation.

Additional references: Matthew 3:13–17; John 14:6–10; 17:6–23; Acts
7:55–56; 2 Nephi 31:18; Mormon 7:5–7; D&C 76:20–24

See also God the Father; Holy Ghost; Jesus Christ

God the Father

God the Father is the Supreme Being in whom we believe
and whom we worship. He is the ultimate Creator, Ruler, and
Preserver of all things. He is perfect, has all power, and
knows all things. He “has a body of flesh and bones as tangi-
ble as man’s” (D&C 130:22). 

Our Heavenly Father is a God of judgment and strength
and knowledge and power, but He is also a God of perfect
mercy, kindness, and charity. Even though we “do not know
the meaning of all things,” we can find peace in the sure
knowledge that He loves us (see 1 Nephi 11:17). 

The Father of Our Spirits

One of life’s great questions is “Who am I?” A beloved
Primary song helps even little children answer this question.
We sing, “I am a child of God, and he has sent me here.” The
knowledge that we are children of God provides strength,
comfort, and hope. 

You are a literal child of God, spiritually begotten in the
premortal life. As His child, you can be assured that you have
divine, eternal potential and that He will help you in your
sincere efforts to reach that potential.

The Supreme Creator

Heavenly Father is the Supreme Creator. Through Jesus
Christ, He created heaven and earth and all things in them
(see Moses 2:1). Alma said, “All things denote there is a God;
yea, even the earth, and all things that are upon the face of it,

God the Father
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