
Death, Spiritual

Spiritual death is separation from God. The scriptures
teach of two sources of spiritual death. The first source is the
Fall, and the second is our own disobedience. 

The Book of Mormon prophet Samuel taught, “All
mankind, by the fall of Adam being cut off from the presence
of the Lord, are considered as dead, both as to things tempo-
ral and to things spiritual” (Helaman 14:16). During our life
on the earth, we are separated from God’s presence. Through
the Atonement, Jesus Christ redeems everyone from this spiri-
tual death. Samuel testified that the Savior’s Resurrection
“redeemeth all mankind from the first death—that spiritual
death. . . . Behold, the resurrection of Christ redeemeth man-
kind, yea, even all mankind, and bringeth them back into the
presence of the Lord” (Helaman 14:16–17). The prophet Lehi
taught that because of the Atonement, “all men come unto
God; wherefore, they stand in the presence of him, to be
judged of him according to the truth and holiness which is in
him” (2 Nephi 2:10).

Further spiritual death comes as a result of our own dis-
obedience. Our sins make us unclean and unable to dwell in
the presence of God (see Romans 3:23; Alma 12:12–16, 32;
Helaman 14:18; Moses 6:57). Through the Atonement, Jesus
Christ offers redemption from this spiritual death, but only
when we exercise faith in Him, repent of our sins, and obey
the principles and ordinances of the gospel (see Alma
13:27–30; Helaman 14:19; Articles of Faith 1:3). 

Additional references: 1 Nephi 15:33–35; Alma 40:26; 42:23

See also Atonement of Jesus Christ; Faith; Fall; Obedience; Repentance; Sin

Debt

Through the Prophet Joseph Smith, the Lord once told a
group of Saints, “It is my will that you shall pay all your
debts” (D&C 104:78). Since the early days of the Church, the
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Lord’s prophets have warned us repeatedly to avoid the
bondage of debt.

One of the great dangers of debt is the interest that
accompanies it. Some forms of credit, such as credit cards, have
particularly high interest rates. Once you are in debt, you
find that interest has no mercy. It continues to accumulate,
regardless of your situation—whether you are employed or
jobless, healthy or sick. It never goes away until the debt is
paid. Do not be deceived by credit offers, even if they make
debt seem attractive by promising low interest rates or no
interest for a certain period of time. 

Look to the condition of your finances. Discipline your-
self in your purchases, avoiding debt to the extent you can. 
In most cases, you can avoid debt by managing your
resources wisely. If you do incur debt, such as a reasonable
amount in order to purchase a modest home or complete
your education, work to repay it as quickly as possible and
free yourself from bondage. When you have paid your debts
and accumulated some savings, you will be prepared for
financial storms that may come your way. You will have shel-
ter for your family and peace in your heart.

Additional references: Luke 16:10–11; D&C 19:35

Devil (See Satan)

Divorce

In “The Family: A Proclamation to the World,” the First
Presidency and the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles “solemn-
ly proclaim that marriage between a man and a woman is
ordained of God and that the family is central to the
Creator’s plan for the eternal destiny of His children” (see
page 59 in this book). Despite these truths, divorce has
become commonplace in many societies and has increased
even among Church members. This growing plague is not of
God, but rather is the work of the adversary.
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