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obtain a temple recommend from 
their priesthood leaders and go to a
temple to receive their own temple 
ordinances. If they are unable to go 
to a temple, they should live worthily
of a temple recommend.

Families have the sacred responsi-
bility to ensure that temple ordinances
are performed for their ancestors who
have died without receiving them.
Church members who have received
their own ordinances should return 
to the temple as often as time, means,
and temple availability permit to per-
form ordinances for their ancestors.

Fathers and mothers should gather
written records of important events 
in their lives and in the lives of their

children, including certificates of
blessings, baptisms, ordinations, 
marriages, and deaths; important 
letters; photographs; news clippings;
and similar items. They should com-
pile their own personal histories 
and should encourage each family
member to keep a personal history.
They should help younger children
begin their own personal histories.

Families should gather information
about their ancestors and compile 
it into family histories. They should
begin by compiling information on
their most recent four generations.

Leadership Training

Under the direction of stake, mission,
or district leaders, priesthood and 
auxiliary leaders are to teach parents
to understand and perform the three
basic family responsibilities (see pages
12–15). Leaders should teach fathers
and mothers how to lead their fami-
lies. If a family lives in an isolated area,
the stake, mission, or district leaders
are to see that parents learn and fulfill
their responsibilities.
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