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WHEN I ENROLLED in a philosophy class  
in high school, my dad was a little concerned. 
In philosophy, everything is questioned, 
including the existence of God. My teacher 
taught us things that go against religion and 
deny God’s existence.

One philosophy test asked, “Why have we 
come to the earth?” The answer I was sup-
posed to give was so that we could become 
self-actualized and take our place in the circle 
of life. I didn’t write that answer because it’s 
not what I believe.

Instead, I wrote, “We have come to the 
earth to be tested and to return to live with our 
Father in Heaven for eternity with our families.”

Afterward, the teacher called me up and 
asked me if I knew the correct answer to the 
question. I told him I did but that I wasn’t 
going to write something I knew was untrue.

He asked me if I was religious and which 
church I belonged to. I told him I was a 
member of The Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-day Saints. He told me that he had 
never known any religious student who 
was courageous enough to stand up for his 
beliefs and write such an answer.

“I did not give you full credit because your 
answer wasn’t the correct one,” he said. “But 
I gave you points for having the courage to 
write what you believe.”

I was happy because I had answered 
according to my convictions and according 
to the gospel truths I know and am trying  
to live.
Benjamin M., Chile

How can I stand  
for truth?
1.	 Decide now how 
you will respond when 
your faith is questioned 
(see 1 Peter 3:15).

2.	 Pray for the 
courage to act and 
to know what to say 
(see Deuteronomy 
31:6; Doctrine and 
Covenants 100:5–7).

3.	 Study the scrip-
tures and the words 
of modern prophets 
to strengthen your 
faith (see Doctrine and 
Covenants 88:118).

4.	 Bear your testimony 
frequently, at home and 
at church, to practice 
sharing what you 
believe (see Doctrine 
and Covenants 58:6).

THE RIGHT WRONG ANSWER

“To be true to ourselves means 
being an example of righteous living 
in all situations and circumstances.”
President Gordon B. Hinckley (1910–2008), “Stand True and 
Faithful,” Apr. 1996 general conference.
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MAKING  
A NEW FRIEND
I WAS SITTING at a lunch table with my 
friends when I noticed a new boy—Michael. 
He decided to sit with a group of older boys, 
who started to make fun of him. I later learned 
that Michael has autism.

I asked Michael if he wanted to sit by me 
and my friends. He declined, probably out of 
fear of people making fun of him again.

The next day, I introduced him to my friends. 
I could tell he was glad I didn’t give up on him. 
He had a lot to talk about. He was awesome!

Each day, I could tell Michael was becoming 
a happier person. He started looking forward 
to lunch with his friends. Sitting with Michael at 
lunch soon created a meaningful friendship. It 
not only helped Michael, but it also helped me.

The feeling from serving others is one of the 
most wonderful feelings in the world.
Laura P., Illinois, USA
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LIGHT OF THE TEMPLE
A FEW SUMMERS AGO, my ward’s young men went moun-
tain biking. I was a little nervous because it was my first time. 
My friend Jacob was an experienced biker, so I planned to 
stay close to him.

After a quick break at the top, we started back down the moun-
tain. I was slower than the rest of the group and fell behind,  
especially after I fell a couple times on sharp turns. Jacob stopped 
to help me each time I fell, and we tried to catch up to the group.

As the sun set, it was obvious that we were lost. It had been 
more than half an hour since we had seen our group, and it was 
getting so dark that we could barely see the trail. I prayed, asking 
Heavenly Father for help and courage to keep going. Then Jacob 
and I decided to continue riding in a particular direction. As we 
rounded a corner, we saw the most brilliant and welcome sight—
the Draper Utah Temple! The light reflecting off the temple illu-
minated our path, and we were able to safely make it back to our 
leaders and friends.

Every time I see the temple, I’m reminded of the peace and 
help available to us there. Each time I feel lost in the darkness of 
the world, I can look to the temple for the light I need.
Joel G., Utah, USA




