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MALE AND FEMALE
“All men and women are in the 

similitude of the universal Father and 
Mother and are literally the sons and 
daughters of Deity.”
The First Presidency, “The Origin of Man,” 
Improvement Era, Nov. 1909, 78; Ensign,  
Feb. 2002, 29.

“Gender is an essential characteris­
tic of individual premortal, mortal, and 
eternal identity and purpose.”
“The Family: A Proclamation to the World,” Ensign, 
Nov. 2010, 129.

LET US
This plural construction makes it 

sound like God is talking to someone 
else—because He is. Joseph Smith 
taught, “In the beginning, the head of 
the Gods called a council of the Gods; 
and they came together and con­
cocted [prepared] a plan to create the 
world and people it” (History of the 
Church, 6:308). This council included 
the Lord Jesus Christ and others (see 
Moses 2:26–27; Abraham 4:26–27).

AFTER OUR LIKENESS
“God Himself was once as we are 

now, and is an exalted man, and sits 
enthroned in yonder heavens! That is 
the great secret. If the veil were rent 

Genesis 1:26–27

today, and . . . if you were to see Him 
today, you would see Him like a man 
in form—like yourselves in all the per­
son, image, and very form as a man.”
Teachings of Presidents of the Church: Joseph 
Smith (2007), 40.

What does it mean to be created in God’s image?

2GENESIS 1:15–30

night; and let them be for b signs, and  
for c seasons, and for days, and years:
15 And let them be for lights in 

the firmament of the heaven to give 
light upon the earth: and it was so.
16 And God made two great lights; 

the a greater light to rule the day, 
and the lesser light to rule the night: 
he made the b stars also.
17 And God set them in the a fir-

mament of the heaven to give light 
upon the earth,
18 And to rule over the a day and 

over the night, and to divide the 
light from the darkness: and God 
saw that it was good.
19 And the evening and the morn-

ing were the fourth day.
20 And God said, Let the a waters 

b bring forth abundantly the moving 
creature that hath life, and c fowl 
that may fly above the earth in the 
open firmament of heaven.
21 And God created a great whales, 

and every living creature that mov-
eth, which the waters brought forth 
abundantly, after their kind, and 
every winged fowl after his kind: 
and God saw that it was good.
22 And God blessed them, saying, 

Be fruitful, and a multiply, and fill 
the waters in the seas, and let fowl 
multiply in the earth.
23 And the evening and the morn-

ing were the fifth day.
24 ¶ And God said, Let the earth 

bring forth the living creature after  

his a kind, cattle, and creeping thing, 
and beast of the earth after his kind: 
and it was so.
25 And God made the beast of the 

earth after his kind, and cattle af-
ter their kind, and every thing that 
creepeth upon the earth after his 
kind: and God saw that it was good.
26 ¶ And God said, Let a us b make 

c man in our d image, after our e like-
ness: and let them have f dominion 
over the fish of the sea, and over 
the fowl of the air, and over the cat-
tle, and over all the earth, and over 
every creeping thing that creepeth 
upon the earth.
27 So God created man in his own 

a image, in the image of God created  
he him; male and b female created he  
them.
28 And God blessed them, and God  

said unto them, Be a fruitful, and 
b multiply, and c replenish the d earth, 
and subdue it: and have e dominion 
over the fish of the sea, and over the 
fowl of the air, and over every living 
thing that moveth upon the earth.
29 ¶ And God said, Behold, I have 

given you every herb bearing seed, 
which is upon the face of all the 
earth, and every tree, in the which 
is the fruit of a tree yielding seed; 
to you it shall be for a meat.
30 And to every beast of the earth, 

and to every fowl of the air, and to 
every thing that creepeth upon the 
earth, wherein there is life, I have 

 14 b D&C 29:14.  
tg Signs; Symbolism.

  c tg Order.
 16 a D&C 76:71 (70–71); 88:45;  

Moses 2:16; Abr. 4:16.
  b Abr. 3:2. tg Astronomy.
 17 a D&C 76:109.
 18 a Jer. 31:35.
 20 a D&C 61:14 (14–17).
  b heb swarm with swarms 

of living creatures 
(souls).

  c 2 Ne. 2:15;  
D&C 49:19 (18–19).

 21 a heb great sea monsters. 
Ether 2:24; 6:10;  
Moses 2:21; Abr. 4:21.

 22 a Moses 2:22; Abr. 4:22.
 24 a tg Order.
 26 a Abr. 4:27 (26–31); 5:7.  

tg Godhead;  
Jesus Christ, Creator.

  b tg Creation.
  c tg Adam; Man, Physical 

Creation of.
  d Mosiah 7:27;  

Ether 3:15 (14–17);  
D&C 20:18 (17–18);  
Moses 1:6 (6, 13, 16);  
2:26 (26–29); 6:9 (8–10);  
Abr. 4:26 (26–31).

  e Gen. 5:3.
  f Prov. 12:10;  

D&C 49:19 (18–21); 
76:111 (110–12);  
121:37 (34–46);  
Moses 2:26 (26–28);  
Abr. 4:26 (26–28).  
tg Man, Potential to 
Become like Heavenly 

Father.
 27 a tg God, Body of, 

Corporeal Nature.
  b tg Woman.
 28 a tg Children.
  b D&C 45:58;  

132:63 (55–56, 63).  
tg Birth Control;  
Marriage, Fatherhood;  
Marriage, Motherhood.

  c heb fill; see same word 
in v. 22.  
1 Ne. 17:36.

  d tg Earth, Purpose of.
  e Gen. 9:2 (1–6).
 29 a heb food.  

Moses 2:29 (29–30);  
Abr. 4:29 (29–30).  
tg Food;  
Word of Wisdom.

THE IMAGE OF GOD
“The recognition of 

a power higher than 
oneself does not in any 
sense debase; rather, it 

exalts. If we will but realize that we 
have been created in the image of 
God, we will not find Him difficult 
to approach. . . . This knowledge, 
acquired through faith, will bring inner 
calm and profound peace.”
President Thomas S. Monson, “The Lighthouse of the 
Lord,” Ensign, Nov. 1990, 95–96.

Editors’ note: This page is not meant to be a comprehensive explanation of the selected seminary 
scripture mastery verses, only a starting point for your own study.

L I N E  U P O N  L I N E

DOMINION
“The earth and all things on it 

should be used responsibly to sus­
tain the human family. However, all 
are stewards—not owners—over 
this earth and its bounty and will be 
accountable before God for what they 
do with His creations.”
“Environmental Stewardship and Conservation,” 
mormonnewsroom.org; see also Doctrine and 
Covenants 104:13–15.

“Man is the child of God, formed 
in the divine image and endowed 
with divine attributes, and even as 
the infant son of an earthly father 
and mother is capable in due time 
of becoming a man, so the unde­
veloped offspring of celestial par­
entage is capable, by experience 
through ages and aeons, of evolving 
into a God.”
The First Presidency, “The Origin of Man,” 
Improvement Era, Nov. 1909, 81; Ensign,  
Feb. 2002, 30.

http://lds.org/scriptures/pgp/moses/2.26-27?lang=eng#25
http://lds.org/scriptures/pgp/abr/4.26-27?lang=eng#25
http://mormonnewsroom.org

