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GREAT REWARDS ARE IN STORE FOR YOU WHEN YOU DO FAMILY HISTORY.

BLESSED, PROTECTED, AND 

LINKED LOVE



YOUR LOVE FOR YOUR ANCESTORS  
WILL GROW, AND YOU WILL RECEIVE 
THEIR HELP.

“When our hearts turn to our ancestors, 
something changes inside us. We feel part 
of something greater than ourselves.”1

“Remember that the names which will 
be so difficult to find are of real people 
to whom you owe your existence in this 
world and whom you will meet again 
in the spirit world. When you were bap-
tized, your ancestors looked down on you 
with hope. Perhaps after centuries, they 
rejoiced to see one of their descendants 
make a covenant to find them and to offer 
them freedom. . . . Their hearts are bound 
to you. Their hope is in your hands. You 
will have more than your own strength as 
you choose to labor on to find them.”2
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YOUR TESTIMONY WILL  
BE STRENGTHENED AND 
YOU WILL RECEIVE 
KNOWLEDGE THROUGH  
THE SPIRIT.

“As you respond in faith 
to this invitation [to search 
out your ancestors, perform 
baptisms on their behalf, and 
help others to identify their 
family histories], . . . your 
testimony of and conversion 
to the Savior will become 
deep and abiding.”6

“Family history work . . . 
has a refining, spiritualizing, 
tempering influence on those 
who are engaged in it.”7

YOUR PATRIARCHAL BLESSING WILL BECOME MORE MEANINGFUL. 
“As you respond in faith to this invitation [to learn about and exper-

ience the spirit of Elijah], . . . the promises made to Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacob will be implanted in your hearts. Your patriarchal blessing, with 
its declaration of lineage, will link you to these fathers and be more 
meaningful to you.”5

YOUR REVERENCE FOR THE TEMPLE WILL INCREASE.
“Any work you do in the temple is time well spent, but  

receiving ordinances vicariously for one of your own ancestors  
will make the time in the temple more sacred, and even greater  
blessings will be received.”4

YOU WILL BE SPIRITUALLY PROTECTED.
“Do you young people want a sure way 

to eliminate the influence of the adversary in 
your life? Immerse yourself in searching for 
your ancestors, prepare their names for the 
sacred vicarious ordinances available in the 
temple, and then go to the temple to stand 
as proxy for them to receive the ordinances 
of baptism and the gift of the Holy Ghost.”3

YOUR PRIORITIES WILL 
BECOME CLEARER.

“If we start where we are—each 
of us with ourselves, with such 
records as we have—and begin 
putting those in order, things will 
fall into place as they should.

“It is a matter of getting started.”8

“Set aside those things in your 
life that don’t really matter. Decide 
to do something that will have eter-
nal consequences.”9
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W   hy do family history? Because  
  you can learn a lot about  
 where you come from, what 
others have done to prepare 

the way for you—and also because you 
can enable those who have passed on to 
receive the blessings of temple ordinances, 
opening for them the door to eternity.

Did you also know that prophets and 
apostles have promised blessings when 
you join in the work of salvation? Here are 
several of them.

Get Involved
You’ll find what you need to 

get started with family history at 
lds. org/ youth/ family -history.

THE GREATEST 
RESPONSIBILITY

“The greatest responsibility in this 
world that God has laid upon us is 
to seek after our dead.”
Teachings of Presidents of the Church: 
Joseph Smith (2007), 475.
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their story,  
     your story




