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Trust in the Lord
From letters I have received, I know that others are troubled by 
questions about the spirit world. . . .

. . . We know from the scriptures that after our bodies die we 
continue to live as spirits in the spirit world. The scriptures also 
teach that this spirit world is divided between those who have 
been “righteous” or “just” during life and those who have been 
wicked. They also describe how some faithful spirits teach the 
gospel to those who have been wicked or rebellious (see 1 Peter 
3:19; Doctrine and Covenants 138:19–20, 29, 32, 37). Most 
important, modern revelation reveals that the work of salvation 
goes forward in the spirit world (see Doctrine and Covenants 
138:30–34, 58), and although we are urged not to procrasti-
nate our repentance during mortality (see Alma 13:27), we are 
taught that some repentance is possible there (see Doctrine and 
Covenants 138:58). . . .

Resurrection for all in the spirit world is assured by the 
Resurrection of Jesus Christ (see 1 Corinthians 15:22), though 

it occurs at different times for different groups. Until that 
appointed time, what the scriptures tell us about activity in the 
spirit world principally concerns the work of salvation. Little else 
is revealed. . . .

. . . For all questions about the spirit world, I suggest two 
answers. First, remember that God loves His children and will 
surely do what is best for each of us. Second, remember this 
familiar Bible teaching . . . :

“Trust in the Lord with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine 
own understanding.

“In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths” 
(Proverbs 3:5–6).

→ See the full address at  
conference.ChurchofJesusChrist.org.
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