
Let This House Be Built unto My Name
(Doctrine and Covenants 124:40)

The most sacred covenants and priesthood ordinances are 
received only in a temple—the house of the Lord. Everything 
that is learned and all that is done in the temple emphasize 
the divinity of Jesus Christ and His role in Heavenly Father’s 
great plan of happiness. . . .

Covenants and priesthood ordinances are central in the 
ongoing process of spiritual rebirth and transformation; 
they are the means whereby the Lord works with each of  
us from the inside out. . . .

Sunday Morning session

We do not come to the temple to hide from or escape the 
evils of the world. Rather, we come to the temple to conquer 
the world of evil. . . .

. . . Our primary focus should be on the covenants and ordi-
nances that can change our hearts and deepen our devo-
tion to the Savior. . . .

The fundamental obligations that rest upon us as members 
of the Lord’s restored Church are (1) to “Hear Him!” and have 
our own hearts changed through covenants and ordinances, 
and (2) to fulfill joyfully the divinely appointed responsibility 
to offer temple blessings to the entire human family on both 

sides of the veil. With the Lord’s direction and help, indeed 
we will fulfill these sacred duties. . . .

I solemnly testify that the Father and the Son appeared 
to Joseph Smith, and Elijah restored the sealing authority. 
Sacred temple covenants and ordinances can strengthen 
us and purify our hearts as we “Hear Him!” and receive 
the power of godliness in our lives. And I witness that this 
latter-day work will destroy the powers of darkness and 
bring about the salvation of the human family.

 See the full address at conference.ChurchofJesusChrist.org.

Elder David A. Bednar
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