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Be Grateful in Any Circumstances

“It might sound contrary to the wisdom of
the world to suggest that one who is bur-
dened with sorrow should give thanks to
God. But those who set aside the bottle of
bitterness and lift instead the goblet of grat-
itude can find a purifying drink of healing,
peace, and understanding. . . .

“But some might say, ‘What do I have
to be grateful for when my world is fall-
ing apart? . ..

“It is easy to be grateful for things when
life seems to be going our way. But what
then of those times when what we wish for
seems to be far out of reach?

“Could I suggest that we see gratitude as a
disposition, a way of life that stands indepen-
dent of our current situation? In other words,
I’m suggesting that instead of being thankful
for things, we focus on being thankful in our
circumstances—whatever they may be. . . .

“We sometimes think that being grateful is
what we do after our problems are solved, but
how terribly shortsighted that is. How much of
life do we miss by waiting to see the rainbow
before thanking God that there is rain? . . .

“True gratitude is an expression of hope
and testimony. It comes from acknowledging
that we do not always understand the trials of
life but trusting that one day we will.”

Don'’t Sleep through the Restoration

“Sometimes we think of the Restoration
of the gospel as something that is com-
plete, already behind us. . . . In reality, the
Restoration is an ongoing process; we are
living in it right now. . . . The exciting devel-
opments of today are part of that long-fore-
told period of preparation that will culminate
in the glorious Second Coming of our Savior,
Jesus Christ. . . .

“I suppose there are a variety of reasons
why it is easy to become a bit sleepy with
regard to building the kingdom of God. Let
me mention three major ones. . . .

“Don’t allow selfishness! Don’t allow hab-
its that could lead to addiction! Don’t allow
competing priorities to lull you into indiffer-
ence or detachment from blessed disciple-
ship and ennobling priesthood service!

“There is too much at stake for us as
individuals, as families, and as Christ’s
Church to give only a halfhearted effort to
this sacred work.

“Being a disciple of Jesus Christ is not an
effort of once a week or once a day. It is an
effort of once and for all”

May 2014 5



