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LARGEST TREE
Home to the world’s  
largest tree, a giant sequoia 
named General Sherman, 
which stands 275 ft. (83 m) 
tall and 17.5 ft. (5.3 m) wide.

CALIFORNIA

JOSH A., 16,	California,	USA

I	really	like	fishing	because	I	can	get	out	in	nature	and	just	
get	away	from	life	and	be	calm.	I	started	going	when	I	was	
about	10	or	11.	I	caught	a	really	big	fish,	and	that	got	me	
really	excited	to	go	out	fishing	with	my	dad.	Now	my	dad	
and	I	compete	in	tournaments	pretty	often,	and	I’d	like	to	
become	a	professional	bass	fisherman	someday.	

To	get	really	good	at	fishing,	you	have	to	spend	time	on	
the	water.	You	have	to	try	to	educate	yourself	as	much	as	
possible	by	doing	things	like	watching	videos	and	talking	to	
as	many	people	as	you	can,	and	then	just	going	fishing.	It	
takes	a	lot	of	practice.	

Just	like	with	fishing,	if	you	want	to	get	a	testimony	and	
maintain	it,	you	have	to	keep	practicing—keep	reading	the	
scriptures and going to church and going to seminary and 
studying. 

I’m	the	only	member	of	the	Church	in	my	school.	I	drive	
to	another	town	every	morning	for	seminary	where	we	have	
about	20	students.	It’s	been	hard	being	the	only	member	
in	my	school,	so	I’ve	just	had	to	separate	myself	from	some	
things. Fishing gives me something positive to do so I don’t 
have	to	feel	like	I	have	to	be	involved	with	other	bad	things.

 

INVENTIONS
Fortune cookies, blue 
jeans, and themed 
amusement parks.

7 TEMPLES    
Los Angeles, Oakland, San 
Diego, Fresno, Redlands, New-
port Beach, and Sacramento



One thing I love to do is roller skate. I try to learn new 
moves so I can improve my talent. When I think of 
how I can be a better person, I try to do what Christ 
would do. I feel that responsibility a lot because I am 
a deacons quorum president, so I strive to always 
make good choices. 

Recently I got to plan an activity for my quorum. It 
was really fun and helped me want to serve others 
like my leaders have served and helped me.

DONELLE N.,   
14,	Idaho,	USA
A few months ago, I prayed that I could find a friend, 
but I felt like my prayers weren’t being answered. 

Then one Sunday, I met a girl who had just moved in. 
I tried to be nice to her and treat her like a friend. We 
ended up becoming great friends! I’m glad I reached 
out and my prayer was answered.

MIGUEL H.,   
12,	Portugal

DEATH  
VALLEY 
The world’s hottest 
verified temperature 
was recorded in 
this desert valley: 
134.1º F (56.7º C).

STATE MOTTO
“Eureka!” a Greek word 
meaning  
“I have  
found it!” 
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GOLD RUSH
During the “Gold Rush” of 1849, 
over 90,000 people rushed to the 
state searching for gold.


