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I give you my witness that Jesus is the Christ, that He guides the affairs of this sacred 
work, and that general conference is one of the very important times He gives direc-
tion to His Church and to us personally.

As we prepare to meet, we anticipate hearing “the will of the Lord, . . . the mind of 
the Lord, . . . the voice of the Lord, and the power of God unto salvation” (Doctrine and 
Covenants 68:4). We trust in the Lord’s promise: “Whether by mine own voice or by the 
voice of my servants, it is the same” (Doctrine and Covenants 1:38).

In the commotion and confusion of our modern world, trusting and believing in the 
words of the First Presidency and Quorum of the Twelve is vital to our spiritual growth  
and endurance.

We come to general conference having prayed and prepared. For many of us, there are 
pressing worries and earnest questions. We want to renew our faith in our Savior, Jesus 
Christ, and to strengthen our ability to resist temptation and avoid distractions. We come 
to be taught from on high.

I promise you that as you prepare your spirit and come with the anticipation that you 
will hear the voice of the Lord, thoughts and feelings will come into your mind that are 
customized especially for you.

There is a treasure chest of heavenly direction awaiting your discovery in the messages 
of general conference. The test for each of us is how we respond to what we hear, what 
we read, and what we feel.

I promise that as you hear the voice of the Lord to you in the teachings of general  
conference, and then act on those promptings, you will feel heaven’s hand upon you,  
and your life and the lives of those around you will be blessed. NE

Hearing the Voice  
of the Lord  

at General Conference
By Elder Neil L. Andersen

Of the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles

IC
O

N
S 

BY
 A

N
DR

EW
 R

O
BE

RT
S

From an October 2017 general conference address.



NEIL L. ANDERSEN

As a freshman at Brigham  
Young University, he worked as a  

janitor cleaning the  
bathrooms at 4:00 a.m.  
before attending classes.

Loved to play 
basketball 
with his family 
after coming 
home from 
work.

Was elected  
student  

body vice  
president  

at BYU.

Took each of his children to 
 breakfast once a month  

so he could give each of them his  
undivided attention.

In high school he went to a  
student government 
conference with teenagers 
from 37 countries! He told others 
about the Church.

Speaks English, 
French, 
Portuguese,  
and Spanish.

Graduated 
from BYU 
and from  
Harvard 
School of 
Business.

Grew up on a dairy farm  
in Pocatello, Idaho, USA.
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Married Kathy 
Williams on  

March 20, 1975, 
in the  

Salt Lake 
Temple.

Has four children  
and 17 grandchildren.

Called to serve in the  

France 
Mission  
and later served  
as president  
of the France  
Bordeaux Mission.

One of his favorite jobs on the farm was  
helping take care of the rabbits.

Sustained to the 
Quorum of 
the Twelve 

Apostles  
in April 2009.

Born on  
August 9, 1951, 
in Logan, 
Utah.
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