BY SALLY JOHNSON ODEKIRK
Church Magozines

By helping one of their own, members of
this deacons quorum found they received
more than they gave.

-/ Ome people play such a significant role in a group
.. |thateveryone wants them involved, even if it means
going the extra mile. That’s the way the members
of Jeftery Libberton’s deacons quorum feel about him.

Jeffery struggles with multiple physical and mental dis-
abilities, including having no verbal communication skills.
He attended Primary until he was 12 years old, and then
his parents started taking him with them to their Sunday
classes. Jeff’s friends in the Roosevelt Utah 10th Ward dea-
cons quorum who had already turned 12 couldn’t imagine

quorum meetings and activities without him, and they
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wanted him to come with them.
The first step for the quorum presidency was to meet

with his parents. “We talked with the boys about Jeffery,

his needs, and his attitudes,” says his father, Jeremy. “Their

immediate response was, ‘We know Jeffery. He has been

in our Primary for a long time.’”
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The second step meetings,” he says, “because he

was to turn to www. puts a smile on all of our faces.
disabilities.lds.org for He enjoys it when we sing, and
suggestions. The boys he also likes listening to the
went to the autism sec-
tion of the Web site to

learn even more about
Jeff’s disability. And the

third was to work together

lessons. He can’t talk, but we
can talk to him, and he under-
stands everything we say. I
like having him as one of my
friends.”
Their adviser, Marshall
Bellon, says, “Jeffery

as well as individually on
the Boy Scouts Disability
Awareness merit badge.

does not need words to

express his love, since

Part of a Quorum ) 4 - his smile and eyes say
The more the boys learned o yiewing \\\3 l‘x\\a’t @310 it all. His eyes are the
about Jeffery’s disabilities, the ;"\me poys de\“‘ dz Jeftery moYe;\m Spec'\ﬁ'\c'c\\\‘l 02 windows to his heart.
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help him. Jayde Bertoch learned planat \e"f‘ V- arents and as¥ e lessons in class, it is
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“We play rock-paper-scissors to see who Use m%‘:\js na spirit is able to touch mine
gets to help him,” says Kenyon Mitchell, and ¢ and we share in the truthfulness of the gos-
13. “The winner gets to be Jeffery’s buddy / pel. It seems that it is his way of saying ‘I understand and
and helper for the day. My testimony has grown and is believe the things being taught.’”
still growing every Sunday at church and on Tuesdays at Jerico Liddel, 12, likes to give high-fives to Jeffery when
Young Men when I help him get around.” he responds to him. He says, “It’s a lot of fun to be with
Tyler Scott, 12, agrees. “It’s fun having him in our Jeffery. He likes us to push him around in his wheelchair.
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DUR DUTY
“It is a duty which
every Saint ought to
render to his brethren

[freely—to always love
them, and ever succor
them.”

Joseph Smith, History of
the Church, 2:229.

NUIVIDUVALY
“Individuals with
disabilities are exactly
that—individuals
who happen to have
disabilities. They
want to be
loved and
recognized,
lo partici-
pate, and
lo experi-
ence the
same joys.”

“Six Myths about
Members with
Disabilities,” at
www.disabilities.
Ids.org.
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like to help out. It makes me feel good.” They
note that Jeffery likes to ride go-carts with his

brothers and watch his friends play games.

Learning More about Disabilities
The boys also thought about others they
know who have disabilities and learned more
about how to help them.
Brayden Sleight says,
“My Grandma Sleight

make sure he’s comfortable. I learn how he’s
feeling from watching his expressions.”
After working on their disabilities merit
badge and deciding to involve Jeffery more
in their activities, they met with Jeffery’s
parents to find out what he was capable of
doing. The boys in the quorum decided to
invite him to participate in their basketball

game. Since Jeffery couldn’t par-
ticipate in the actual
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us to be more compassion-
ate toward him and toward
each other.”

These deacons have
learned for themselves that it
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friendship and service to Jeffery
are preparing them to become
better missionaries, husbands,
and fathers, and it allows them to
have more compassion for all of
those who need a hand of fellow-
ship and friendship. It has allowed
them to be grateful for a loving,
merciful Heavenly Father who loves
all of His children.” NE




