
What is the Church’s stance 
on feminism?
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First, some basics: We are children of Heavenly Parents. Gender is an 
important part of who we are—both before, during, and after this life. Men 
and women are equal—one is not superior to the other. They are also 
different, with different roles within a family. Both men and women fulfill 
their highest purpose together as husband and wife, not separately. (See 

“The Family: A Proclamation to the World,” Ensign or Liahona, May 2017, 145, 
familyproclamation.ChurchofJesusChrist.org.)

Now, feminism can mean different things to different people. 
Sometimes it refers to efforts to ensure basic human rights and basic 
fairness for women, as well as efforts to encourage women to obtain an 
education, develop their talents, and serve humankind in any field they 
choose. Latter-day Saints support these things.

However, sometimes certain philosophies and social movements 
bearing the feminism label advocate extreme ideas that are not in 
harmony with the teachings of the gospel. These can lead people to 
become distracted from (or even work against) the ideals of marriage 
and family. Latter-day Saints frown upon such things.

By that same token, we also frown upon extremes such as male 
chauvinism, sexism, machismo, or any other cultural influence that 
would cause men to think and act in ways that are not in harmony with 
gospel teachings of respect, love, modesty, chastity, equality, and family 
responsibilities.
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