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irst promptings are pure inspiration from heaven. When they confirm or testify

to us, we need to recognize them for what they are and never let them slip

past. So often, it is the Spirit inspiring us to reach out to someone in need,

family and friends in particular. “Thus . . . the still small voice, which whis-
pereth through and pierceth all things” (D&C 85:6), points us to opportunities to teach
the gospel, to bear testimony of the Restoration and Jesus Christ, to offer support and
concern, and to rescue one of God’s precious children.

Think of it as being what is called a first responder. In most communities the first
responders to a tragedy, disaster, or calamity are firefighters, police officers, para-
medics. They arrive with lights flashing, and may I add, we are so incredibly grateful
for them. The Lord’s way is less obvious but requires just as immediate a response.
The Lord knows the needs of all His children—and He knows who is prepared to
help. If we let the Lord know in our morning prayers that we are ready, He will call
on us to respond. If we respond, He will call on us time and time again and we will
find ourselves on what President Monson calls “the Lord’s errand.” We will become
spiritual first responders bringing help from on high.

If we pay attention to the promptings that come to us, we will grow in the spirit
of revelation and receive more and more Spirit-driven insight and direction. The
Lord has said, “Put your trust in that Spirit which leadeth to do good” (D&C 11:12).

May we take seriously the Lord’s call to “be of good cheer, for I will lead you
along” (D&C 78:18). He leads us by the Holy Ghost. May we live close to the Spirit,

acting quickly upon our first promptings, knowing they come from God.

NOTE
1. Thomas S. Monson, “To Learn, to Do, to Be,” Oct. 2008 general conference.
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Growing up, friends
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