“COME UNTO CHRIST, AND
BE PERFECTED IN HIM,
AND DENY YOURSELVES OF
ALL UNGODLINESS”
(Moroni 10:32).
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COME UNTO CHRIST

By the Young Men
General Presidency
oung men of the Aaronic Priesthood,
this year our Mutual theme inspires
you to think about your relationship with
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Redeemer,
and how you can become like Him. Our
theme is “Come unto Christ, and be per-
fected in him, and deny yourselves of all
ungodliness” (Moroni 10:32).

This is a sacred invitation to draw
near to the Son of God. Because of His
Atonement, we can gain the power to
serve, to deny ourselves of ungodly
things in our lives, and to feel His infi-
nite love. As we do so, we will find true
peace and happiness.

As you act on the invitation to come
unto Christ, you will come to understand
your sacred duty to “invite all to come
unto Christ” (D&C 20:59) as well. Your
hearts will be filled with a desire to lead
others unto Him so they can receive the
same blessings you have received and
continue to receive.

One young man, Michael, fulfilled this
duty by helping his friend Jose.

One day, Jose asked him, “Michael,
why are you always happy?”

Michael said, “It’s because I serve.”

“Why do you serve?”

“Because I hold the priesthood and
it's my duty,” came the reply.

Jose said, “I would like to know more
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about the priesthood.”

Michael invited Jose to Church
activities and later to Church meetings.
Eventually Jose and his family were
taught by the missionaries and were
baptized. Jose said, “Missionary work
is the base of our Church. If we will be
just and righteous in our daily dealings,
then those around us will take notice
and inquire of us like I did. Michael is a
vessel in God’s great plan.”

“The words ‘come unto Christ’ are an
invitation. It is the most important
invitation you could ever offer to
another person. It is the most impor-

tant invitation anyone could accept.”"
—President Henry B. Eyring, First Counselor in
the First Presidency

As you draw near to the Lord, you
will have a desire to serve others just
as Michael did. And as you do, you
will find this promise from President
Henry B. Eyring, First Counselor in the
First Presidency, to be true: “When you
give your heart to inviting people to
come unto Christ, your heart will be
changed. You will be doing His work
for Him. You will find that He keeps
His promise to be one with you in
your service. You will come to know
Him. And in time you will come to
be like Him and ‘be perfected in him
[Moroni 10:32].72

That is the heart of this year’s
theme. NE
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YOU ARE INVITED

By the Young Women
General Presidency

ho doesn’t love to receive an
Winvitation? When we receive an
invitation to attend a birthday party or
wedding reception, we feel happy to
be able to celebrate with others the

significant events in their lives. The
Mutual theme for 2014 also contains a

joyful invitation of eternal significance:

“Come unto Christ, and be perfected
in him, and deny yourselves of all
ungodliness” (Moroni 10:32).

Many invitations require a response
—an RSVP—to show whether or
not we accept them. Have you
responded to this invitation in your
life? Coming unto Christ means that
we are keeping the sacred covenant
we made at baptism. It means that
we have accepted Jesus Christ as our
personal Savior and Redeemer. It
means that we recognize and believe
what Alma taught his son Shiblon:
“There is no other way or means
whereby man can be saved, only
in and through Christ” (Alma 38:9).
Accepting this invitation means we
have committed to follow Christ’s
perfect example by living virtuous
and consecrated lives and by loving
and serving others.

This invitation is not a one-time-
only event; it is a process. We are
invited to follow a pathway that
will lead us to the temple, where we
make additional covenants with our
Father in Heaven and participate
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in ordinances essential to our exalta-
tion. This pathway may include serv-
ing a mission. It will include temple
marriage and becoming righteous
men and women in the kingdom of
God. It also means enduring to the
end. As the invitation states, when we
come unto Christ, we can be per-
fected in Him. Christ makes it possi-
ble to stay on this covenant pathway
through faith in Him and through
repentance. This process of becom-
ing perfected can begin today; the
Atonement of Christ makes it possible.

This invitation asks us to deny our-
selves of all ungodliness—to be differ-
ent from the fashions, standards, and
practices of the world. We are invited
to “lay aside the things of this world,
and seek for the things of a better”
(D&C 25:10). We testify that accepting
the invitation to “come unto Christ
and be perfected” will lead to happi-
ness in this life and to eternal life in
the world to come. You are invited to
respond today! NE

Ideas for Mutual Activities

Want to plan a Mutual activity based on this
year's theme? Find ideas at Ids.org/go/MutualNE1
(just look in the “Increasing Faith in Christ”
category). You can even share details of Mutual or
youth-conference activities that you plan throughout
the year at Ids.org/youth/activities.
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