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By Kelsee Mortensen

I proudly said. To me, there was no better job than mom,  
but clearly my friend didn’t agree. 

“You want to be a stay-at-home mom? You’re going to make  
your husband support you?” My friend wasn’t a member of the Church  
and didn’t understand the importance of a mother’s role.

“Well, I’m going to write as well. And even if I don’t become an author,  
I want to marry a man who believes what I believe, someone who wants to  
support our family,” I said.

“Writing doesn’t get you anywhere. You’ll be poor.”
I was getting irritated. Couldn’t she just be OK with my choice and move on?
“Why do you work so hard in school if you’re not going to do anything 

with your life? Are you going to go to college? You’re too smart to be  
a stay-at-home mom.”

This hurt me a lot, but I tried to explain: “I work hard in school 
because I know how important education is. In my Church, we believe  
that we’ll take all of our knowledge with us to the next life.1 And I’ll get an 
education just in case I’m not able to get married or something happens that 
doesn’t allow my husband to work. Plus, I’ll be able to teach my children more. 
Just because someone’s a stay-at-home mom doesn’t mean she’s not smart.”

“Do you think your kids will get tired of being around you after awhile?”
“When I’m a mom, I’ll be responsible for taking good care of my children  

and nurturing them,” 2 I said. My friend still didn’t understand. “Families are 
important,” I said. “They’re essential to the lives of members of my Church.  
And they should be to everyone else too.”

The school bell rang, and my friend turned away angrily. A pained look 
came over my face. My teacher must have seen it, because she called me 

W  h  e  n    m  y    f  r  i  e  n  d    q  u  e  s  t  i  o  n  e  d    m  y    c  a  r  e  e  r    c  h  o  i  c  e  ,    I    b  e  g  a  n    t  o    w  o  n  d  e  r    
if there was something more important for me.
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More Than “JusT a MoM”

“I want to be a veterinarian when  
I get older. What do you want to be, Kelsee?”

“I want to be a stay-at-home mom and an author,”  
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