These six stories show that blessings come when
we seek God's will and do it.

By Carlisa Cramer and Margaret Willden
ur Father in Heaven gave us the ability to choose
so that we could use our agency to align ourselves
with His will. When we do, the blessings are count-
less. Following God’s will means doing what the
Lord would have us do, both when it’s easy and when it’s
tough or inconvenient. But here’s the thing: when it comes to
following God’s will, there’s always a way (see 1 Nephi 3:7).
We all face the challenge of aligning our will with God’s. In

the following stories, youth share some of the struggles they
face and how choosing to follow God’s will has blessed them.
They experience, as you do, that following God’s will applies
not only in the big decisions we need to make but also in

the everyday choices to do what He asks in small ways.
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https://www.lds.org/scriptures/bofm/1-ne/3.7?lang=eng#6
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When you follow Gods will T

wemee You can find answers
-2 bko queskiohs.

One day | realized that | wasn't
reading my scriptures or doing
some of the things | should be
doing. | wasn't being a good
example to my brother and sister.
So | decided to talk to my parents and my bishop
about what was going on, to pray in the morning
and at night, and to read my scriptures.

Sometimes | would pray to find answerssto fq

my questions through the scriptures. One
morning, | prayed to have my eyes opened to i -
something that | needed to know. | opened to Alma it | 1._.4’8
38, where Alma is giving his son advice about things
that you should and should not do. That really helped
me out. This experience changed me because it
opened my eyes to how much God loves us.

Doing what God wants me to do in the little things
each day—including praying and reading my scrip-
tures—helped me find these blessings.

Kade M., Hawaii, USA



https://www.lds.org/scriptures/bofm/alma/38?lang=eng
https://www.lds.org/scriptures/bofm/alma/38?lang=eng
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You can find
strength to stand
for what's right
even when it’s not
Poputo:r.
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: I'm on a cheer-dance team at
my school, and they’re known for doing some
dance moves that aren't very appropriate. So
when | joined the squad last year, my mom and
| talked with one of the school administrators
and asked if they would enforce the school
rules that didn't allow inappropriate behavior.
They said they'd try to enforce the rules better.
| still had to go up to my coach a couple times
and talk with her about it. That was really
nerve-racking, but I'd always talk with my
parents and pray about it beforehand. After

| talked with my coach, | knew | did the right
thing, even though it wasn't the cool thing to
do and some of the girls still don’t understand
and think it's weird. But in the end, | was proud
of the decision | made. | was glad that instead
of doing what was popular, | chose to stay
strong in what | believed.

Annie B., California, USA
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You can inerease
our desire to
ollow the Savior.
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My brother is a big role
model for me, so when he
decided he wanted to serve

S
Rt prodecctlins
a mission, | decided | was also going to take
action to strengthen my own testimony to help
him prepare. | started reading my scriptures
more and paying more attention in church. It's
helped me so much, and I've been able to gain
a testimony. | now know the Church is true.
Reading my scriptures every night has also
made my days better and has made me want to
read more and pray more to continue strength-
ening my testimony.

Chase G., Utah, USA
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an a precia&i.ov\
for the opportu-
nikties that God
has given you
to grow,

When seminary started my freshman year, |
was pumped and ready for it—but that excite-
ment lasted probably about a week and a half.
By then | was just tired, and | was going to bed
late and waking up so early. Every morning, |
just thought, “This is such a bummer” And even
though seminary was held at my kitchen table
in my own home, | didn’t want to go. It was
becoming such a burden for me.

Eventually | said to myself, “Why am | even
going? | don't need to go!” But then | decided
to change my attitude. | started writing down
something I'd learned every morning, and |
did that for the rest of the year. At the end of
the year, | read the things I'd written. Going to
seminary and writing down insights every day
helped me appreciate seminary and have a
stronger testimony of the gospel—especially
when | read through all of it and realized how
much I'd grown.

Annie P, Texas, USA
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You can feel
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. decisions,
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berate throughout the
meetinghouse where | was watching it. Yet
when | considered serving a mission, | felt
hesitant and knew | needed to truly ponder
the opportunity. Soon after graduating high
school, | realized | could start my mission
papers and began to feel that almost every
lesson in church focused on either missionary




work or discovering the will of the Father. The
Spirit was prompting me to seek answers to my
questions concerning a mission.

| began to pray for courage to accept God's
will for me. | can't pinpoint the exact moment
of decision, but after studying the scriptures,
continuing to pray for guidance, talking with my
parents, and pondering in my heart, | felt that
serving a mission was not the right path for me.
| inquired of the Lord to receive confirmation
of this choice and was blessed with peace.

Katie G., Idaho, USA

P ou'll find that
' the Lord has
better things in
store for you.

At school, all of my friends

were causing drama. They
were flghtlng wuth each other, lying, and back-
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stabbing. They tried to make everyone choose
sides. There was a lot of conflict. | became
very confused, so | turned to God by praying
and fastirig. | came to the conclusion that
| needed different friends—friends who
wouldn't put me in difficult situations. But
| was so afraid. | didn’t know how | could get
new friends. But the more | thought about it,
the more confident | felt that | could find
new friends and move on.

| received answers in different ways. My
family gave me advice. | also tried hanging out
with new people and realized that | felt differ-
ent with them. Since then I've been happier
and more joyful. I've discovered more friends
who help me feel great. | believe that when
we follow God’s will, we can receive greater
blessings and do greater things. Everything will
work out in His plan.

Mekeli H., Colorado, USA T

Be Faithful, and Blessings Will Come

We’re each different, so each of our experiences in aligning

our will to the Lord’s may be different, too. But no matter what,

if we choose to trust in the Lord and act on what He’s asked of
us, we will be blessed. Sometimes we don’t see immediate bless-
ings, but as Elder Jeffrey R. Holland of the Quorum of the Twelve
Apostles has taught, “Some blessings come soon, some come late,
and some don’t come until heaven; but for those who embrace
the gospel of Jesus Christ, they come. "1 The Lord knows what we
want, but He also knows what we need in order to help us grow
and become better people. And we don’t have to do it alone—we
can trust Him, and He will lead the way. NE

The authors live in Utah, USA.

NOTE
1. Jeffrey R. Holland, Oct. 1999 general conference.
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https://www.lds.org/general-conference/1999/10/an-high-priest-of-good-things-to-come?lang=eng

