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I have learned firsthand that all things bear record of the Creator.

By J. Tyler Bates

(¢ || n the beginning God created the heaven
and the earth” (Genesis 1:1). I know this
simple scripture to be true. I have been

blessed to travel the world and learn about

the amazing creations of God. Through these
travels and my hobbies of scuba diving and
backpacking, I have gained a testimony of
the supreme creation of the earth.

When people ask what proof there is of

God, I think of Moses 6:63: “Things which

are in the heavens above, and things which

are on the earth, and things which are in the
earth, and things which are under the earth,
both above and beneath: all things bear
record of me.”

My father’s work has taken our family to
a variety of places in the world. As I have
traveled with my parents, the Spirit has
whispered strongly to me about the glory
of God. The feeling I get from the Spirit is
overwhelming when I contemplate the cre-
ation of the universe, whether I'm exploring
Idaho’s mountains or scuba diving in Palau.

As a biology major, I have looked through
a microscope and marveled at the com-
plexity of life exhibited by even one-celled
microorganisms. All creatures, from the tiny
phytoplankton, which produce over 70%
of the oxygen that we breathe, to the blue
whale, which is the largest living creature on
earth, were created by God.

Underwater photography is part skill and a lot
of luck, and this is a really lucky shot that I got in
Palau.
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THINGS WHICH ARE IN THE HEAVENS ABOVE,

AND THINGS WHICH ARE ON THE EARTH, AND

THINGS WHICH ARE UNDER THE EARTH, BOTH ABOVE AND

BENEATH: ALL THINGS BEAR RECORD OF ME.
MOSES 6:63
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I became interested in photography
because both of my parents like to take
photos, and I took many pictures as [ was

growing up. After I had been scuba diving

for a year, I got a digital underwater camera
and took a picture of every fish I saw in the
ocean. My skills increased with every dive
trip I went on, and I also continued to take
topside photos and capture the vivid colors
of nature.

Not everyone will have the opportunity
to see some of these locations firsthand, so
I share some of my best photographs with
you in hope that you may feel the divinity of

God’s masterpiece. NE

Tyler is currently serving in the Cauayan
Philippines Mission.
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