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Game within a Game

Merry Christmas! Here’s a little bonus gift to 
fill your days with constant wonder and mer-
riment—or at least to pass the time on those 
long drives to Grandma’s house.

The rules for “Layered Tic-Tac-Toe” are sim-
ple. Like regular tic-tac-toe (or noughts and 
crosses, if you prefer), you’re trying to connect 
three X’s or O’s in a row—vertically, horizon-
tally, or diagonally.

When you connect three, write a large X or 
O to claim one of the nine boards. Then, like 
the classic game, you win by connecting three 
boards vertically, horizontally, or diagonally.

But here’s a delicious twist that adds all 
manner of strategic options: your move within 
a board dictates which board your opponent 
must play in during their next turn. If you 
place an X in a bottom left square, the other 
player must now play within the bottom 
left board. Opportunities for strategy truly 
abound with this approach.

In other words, holiday road trips will never 
be the same! 

I know you're jolly, 

Santa. But ask  

yourself, are you 

truly happy?

RULES 
SUMMARY

1.	 Draw a large tic-tac-toe grid with thick lines.

2.	 Draw individual tic-tac-toe grids inside each of the 

nine larger boards. Use thinner lines.

3.	 First player places an X anywhere on the global board.
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Player 1 places an X anywhere on 
the global board.

Global 
Board

4.	 Beginning with the second move, whichever small square 

on the local board the previous player chose becomes the 

corresponding global board the next player must play in. 

5.	 Three marks in a row lets a player claim a board. 

Three boards in a row—vertically, horizontally,  

or diagonally—wins  
the game.

On the next turn, the 2nd player  
must place an O somewhere in the  

corresponding local board.

Local 
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Place a large X or O after winning 
one of the nine local boards.



Well, that was a 

particularly peaceful 

and soothing musical 

number.
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Proverbs 21:23:  

"Whoso keepeth his mouth 

and his tongue keepeth his 

soul from troubles."
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10 coins
3 candles
bag of gold
box of frankincense
box of myrrh
20 angels
41 trees
2 stars

10 santa hats
29 presents
3 crowns
3 kings
3 camels
8 shepherds
14 sheep
5 holly leaves

10 holly berries
3 pieces of ribbon candy
5 Christmas puddings
Joseph
Mary
Baby Jesus

Seek and Ye Shall Find

Find the following Christmas objects hidden in the dove.




