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DS Charities, the humanitarian arm

of the Church, continues to provide

relief in areas where various crises
have left many in desperate circum-
stances. Here are three examples:

* Conflict in Ukraine has displaced

a million people since 2014. Sixty
percent of the displaced are elderly.
LDS Charities reached out to the
United Nations Development
Program to join a coordinated effort
with local non-governmental organi-
zations caring for the displaced
poor and elderly. LDS Charities
provided hygiene supplies, sanita-
tion Kits, and 3 months’ worth of
food to 37 facilities that will serve
13,000 people.

Since January, more than 350,000
refugees fleeing civil war in Syria
have sought asylum in Europe, a
number expected to double by

year-end. LDS Charities is partnering
with international non-governmental
organizations, local municipalities,
and national government agencies
to meet needs of refugees and

is providing resources for local
Church congregations to use in their
response efforts.

To help provide better shelter in ref-
ugee camps throughout the world,
LDS Charities is participating in a
United Nations High Commission for
Refugees project. An international
furniture retailer has designed a
structure that has advantages com-
pared to tents. The structure includes
doors and windows for increased
security and a more solid roof cov-
ering to protect occupants from the
elements. Assembly is under way for
333 housing units that LDS Charities
has provided to a refugee camp in
Iraqi Kurdistan.
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Christmas
Media Initiative

During the 2015 Christmas sea-
son, the Church will release a
multimedia initiative titled “A Savior
Is Born.” The initiative focuses on
finding, knowing, and following
Jesus Christ and receiving the
blessings made possible by His
birth, teachings, and Atonement.
The centerpiece of this initiative

is a new video featuring children
from around the world sharing their
testimonies of the Savior and cele-
brating His birth in Bethlehem more
than 2,000 years ago. See the video
and learn more about the impor-
tance of Jesus Christ by visiting
christmas.mormon.org. B





