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beings, thus clarifying that the then-
prevailing beliefs concerning God and 
the Godhead were not true.

In contrast to the belief that God is 
an incomprehensible and unknowable 
mystery is the truth that the nature of 
God and our relationship to Him is 
knowable and is the key to everything 
else in our doctrine. The Bible records 
Jesus’s great Intercessory Prayer, where 
He declared that “this is life eternal, that 
they might know thee the only true 
God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast 
sent” ( John 17:3).

The effort to know God and His 
work began before mortality and will 
not be concluded here. The Prophet 
Joseph Smith taught, “It will be a great 
while after you have passed through 
the veil before you will have learned 
. . . all the principles of exaltation.” 1  
We build on the knowledge we 
acquired in the premortal spirit world. 
Thus, in trying to teach Israelites the 
nature of God and His relationship 
to His children, the prophet Isaiah 
declared, as recorded in the Bible:

“To whom then will ye liken God? 
or what likeness will ye compare unto 
him? . . .

“Have ye not known? have ye not 
heard? hath it not been told you from 
the beginning? have ye not understood 
from the foundations of the earth?” 
(Isaiah 40:18, 21).

We know that the three members of 
the Godhead are separate and distinct 
beings. We know this from instruction 
given by the Prophet Joseph Smith: “The 
Father has a body of flesh and bones 
as tangible as man’s; the Son also; but 
the Holy Ghost has not a body of flesh 
and bones, but is a personage of Spirit. 
Were it not so, the Holy Ghost could not 
dwell in us” (D&C 130:22).

As to the supreme position of God 
the Father within the Godhead, as well 

Holy Ghost, but what we believe about 
Them is different from the beliefs of 
others. We do not believe in what the 
Christian world calls the doctrine of the 
Holy Trinity. In his First Vision, Joseph 
Smith saw two distinct personages, two 
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I.
Our first article of faith declares, 

“We believe in God, the Eternal Father, 
and in His Son, Jesus Christ, and in the 
Holy Ghost.” We join other Christians in 
this belief in a Father and a Son and a 

The Godhead and the 
Plan of Salvation
Because we have the truth about the Godhead and our relationship to 
Them, we have the ultimate road map for our journey through mortality.
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as the respective roles each person-
age performs, the Prophet Joseph 
explained:

“Any person that had seen the heav-
ens opened knows that there are three 
personages in the heavens who hold 
the keys of power, and one presides 
over all. . . .

“. . . These personages . . . are called 
God the first, the Creator; God the sec-
ond, the Redeemer; and God the third, 
the Witness or Testator.

“[It is] the province of the Father to 
preside as the Chief or President, Jesus 
as the Mediator, and the Holy Ghost as 
the Testator or Witness.” 2

II. The Plan
We understand our relationship to 

the members of the Godhead from what 
is revealed about the plan of salvation.

Questions like “Where did we come 
from?” “Why are we here?” and “Where 
are we going?” are answered in what 
the scriptures call the “plan of salva-
tion,” the “great plan of happiness,” or 
the “plan of redemption” (Alma 42:5, 
8, 11). The gospel of Jesus Christ is 
central to this plan.

As spirit children of God, in an 
existence prior to mortality, we desired 
a destiny of eternal life but had 

progressed as far as we could with-
out a mortal experience in a physical 
body. To provide that opportunity, our 
Heavenly Father presided over the 
Creation of this world, where, deprived 
of our memory of what preceded our 
mortal birth, we could prove our will-
ingness to keep His commandments 
and experience and grow through the 
other challenges of mortal life. But in 
the course of that mortal experience, 
and as a result of the Fall of our first 
parents, we would suffer spiritual death 
by being cut off from the presence of 
God, be soiled by sin, and become 
subject to physical death. The Father’s 
plan anticipated and provided ways to 
overcome all of those barriers.

III. The Godhead
Knowing the purpose of God’s great 

plan, we now consider the respective 
roles of the three members of the 
Godhead in that plan.

We begin with a teaching from the 
Bible. In concluding his second letter 
to the Corinthians, the Apostle Paul 
makes this almost offhand reference to 
the Godhead of Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghost: “The grace of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and the love of God, and the 
communion [or fellowship3] of the Holy 

Ghost, be with you all” (2 Corinthians 
13:14).

This biblical scripture represents  
the Godhead and references the all- 
defining and motivating love of God 
the Father, the merciful and saving mis-
sion of Jesus Christ, and the fellowship 
of the Holy Ghost.

God the Father
It all begins with God the Father. 

While we know comparatively little 
about Him, what we know is decisive 
in understanding His supreme position, 
our relationship to Him, and His super-
intending role in the plan of salvation, 
the Creation, and all else that followed.

As Elder Bruce R. McConkie wrote 
just before his death: “In the ultimate 
and final sense of the word, there is 
only one true and living God. He is 
the Father, the Almighty Elohim, the 
Supreme Being, the Creator and Ruler 
of the universe.” 4 He is the God and 
Father of Jesus Christ, as well as of 
all of us. President David O. McKay 
taught that “the first fundamental truth 
advocated by Jesus Christ was this, that 
behind, above and over all there is God 
the Father, Lord of heaven and earth.” 5

What we know of the nature of 
God the Father is mostly what we can 
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learn from the ministry and teach-
ings of His Only Begotten Son, Jesus 
Christ. As Elder Jeffrey R. Holland has 
taught, one of the paramount purposes 
of Jesus’s ministry was to reveal to 
mortals “what God our Eternal Father 
is like, . . . to reveal and make personal 
to us the true nature of His Father, our 
Father in Heaven.” 6 The Bible contains 
an apostolic witness that Jesus was 
“the express image” of His Father’s 
person (Hebrews 1:3), which merely 
elaborates Jesus’s own teaching that 
“he that hath seen me hath seen the 
Father” ( John 14:9).

God the Father is the Father of our 
spirits. We are His children. He loves 
us, and all that He does is for our eter-
nal benefit. He is the author of the plan 
of salvation, and it is by His power that 
His plan achieves its purposes for the 
ultimate glory of His children.

The Son
To mortals, the most visible mem-

ber of the Godhead is Jesus Christ. A 
great doctrinal statement by the First 
Presidency in 1909 declares Him to be 
“the firstborn among all the sons of 
God—the first begotten in the spirit, 
and the only begotten in the flesh.” 7 
The Son, the greatest of all, was chosen 
by the Father to carry out the Father’s 
plan—to exercise the Father’s power 
to create worlds without number (see 
Moses 1:33) and to save the children 
of God from death by His Resurrection 
and from sin by His Atonement. This 
supernal sacrifice is truly called “the 
central act of all human history.” 8

On those unique and sacred occa-
sions when God the Father personally 
introduced the Son, He has said, “This 
is my beloved Son: hear him” (Mark 
9:7; Luke 9:35; see also 3 Nephi 11:7; 

Joseph Smith—History 1:17). Thus, it 
is Jesus Christ, Jehovah, the Lord God 
of Israel, who speaks to and through 
the prophets.9 So it is that when Jesus 
appeared to the Nephites after His 
Resurrection, He introduced Himself as 
“the God of the whole earth” (3 Nephi 
11:14). So it is that Jesus often speaks 
to the prophets of the Book of Mormon 
and to the Latter-day Saints as “the 
Father and the Son,” a title explained in 
the First Presidency and Quorum of the 
Twelve’s inspired doctrinal exposition 
just 100 years ago.10

The Holy Ghost
The third member of the Godhead is 

the Holy Ghost, also referred to as the 
Holy Spirit, the Spirit of the Lord, and 
the Comforter. He is the member of the 
Godhead who is the agent of personal 
revelation. As a personage of spirit (see 
D&C 130:22), He can dwell in us and 
perform the essential role of communi-
cator between the Father and the Son 
and the children of God on earth. Many 
scriptures teach that His mission is to 
testify of the Father and the Son (see 
John 15:26; 3 Nephi 28:11; D&C 42:17). 
The Savior promised that the Comforter 
will teach us all things, bring all things 
to our remembrance, and guide us 
into all truth (see John 14:26; 16:13). 
Thus, the Holy Ghost helps us discern 
between truth and falsehood, guides 
us in our major decisions, and helps us 
through the challenges of mortality.11 
He is also the means by which we are 
sanctified, that is, cleansed and purified 
from sin (see 2 Nephi 31:17; 3 Nephi 
27:20; Moroni 6:4).

IV.
So, how does understanding this 

heavenly revealed doctrine about the 
Godhead and the plan of salvation help 
us with our challenges today?
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Because we have the truth about 
the Godhead and our relationship to 
Them, the purpose of life, and the 
nature of our eternal destiny, we have 
the ultimate road map and assurance 
for our journey through mortality. We 
know whom we worship and why we 
worship. We know who we are and 
what we can become (see D&C 93:19). 
We know who makes it all possible, 
and we know what we must do to 
enjoy the ultimate blessings that come 
through God’s plan of salvation. How 
do we know all of this? We know by 
the revelations of God to His prophets 
and to each of us individually.

Attaining what the Apostle Paul 
described as “the measure of the stature 
of the fulness of Christ” (Ephesians 
4:13) requires far more than acquir-
ing knowledge. It is not even enough 
for us to be convinced of the gospel; 
we must act and think so that we are 
converted by it. In contrast to the insti-
tutions of the world, which teach us to 
know something, the plan of salvation 
and the gospel of Jesus Christ chal-
lenge us to become something.

As President Thomas S. Monson 
taught us in our last general conference:

“Essential to the plan [of salvation] 
is our Savior, Jesus Christ. Without His 
atoning sacrifice, all would be lost. It is 
not enough, however, merely to believe 
in Him and His mission. We need 
to work and learn, search and pray, 
repent and improve. We need to know 
God’s laws and live them. We need to 
receive His saving ordinances. Only by 
so doing will we obtain true, eternal 
happiness. . . .

“From the depths of my soul and in 
all humility,” President Monson declared, 
“I testify of the great gift which is our 
Father’s plan for us. It is the one perfect 
path to peace and happiness both here 
and in the world to come.” 12

I add my testimony to that of our 
beloved prophet-president. I testify 
that we have a Heavenly Father, who 
loves us. I testify that we have a Holy 
Ghost, who guides us. And I testify of 
Jesus Christ, our Savior, who makes it 
all possible, in the name of Jesus Christ, 
amen. ◼
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