My heart grieves for the many sor-
rows some of you face, for the painful
loneliness and wearisome fears you
may be experiencing.

Nevertheless, I bear witness that
our living hope is in Christ Jesus! He is
the true, pure, and powerful entrance
to divine enlightenment.

I testify that with Christ, darkness
cannot succeed. Darkness will not
gain victory over the light of Christ.

I bear witness that darkness cannot
stand before the brilliant light of the
Son of the living God!

I invite each of you to open your
heart to Him. Seek Him through study
and prayer. Come to His Church, even
The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-
day Saints. Learn of Him and of His
gospel, participate actively, help each
other, and joyfully serve our God.

Brothers and sisters, even after the
darkest night, the Savior of the world
will lead you to a gradual, sweet, and
bright dawn that will assuredly rise
within you.

As you walk toward the hope of
God’s light, you will discover the
compassion, love, and goodness of
a loving Heavenly Father, “in [whom
there] is no darkness at all.”® Of this
I testify in the sacred name of Jesus
Christ, amen. l

NOTES
1. See Doctrine and Covenants 88:11-13.
2. Doctrine and Covenants 84:45-46.
3. Doctrine and Covenants 6:21.
4. 1 Corinthians 2:14.
5. See Alma 34:31.
6. See James 4:8; Doctrine and Covenants
88:63.
7. Doctrine and Covenants 50:24.
8. John 8:12.
9.1 John 1:5.
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By Elder Neil L. Andersen
Of the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles

If you're not a full-time missionary with a missionary badge
pinned on your coat, now is the time to paint one on your
heart—painted, as Paul said, “not with ink, but with the Spirit

of the living God.”

he mortal life of Jesus Christ

was filled with miracles: a virgin

mother, a new star, angels appear-
ing to shepherds, the blind seeing, the
lame walking, angels in Gethsemane
and at the tomb, and the greatest mira-
cle of all—His glorious Resurrection.

Can you imagine the scene of the
eleven Apostles on the mountain near
Galilee when the risen Lord came to
them and said: “Go ye therefore, and
teach all nations, baptizing them in the
name of the Father, and of the Son,
and of the Holy Ghost™?! “Go ye into
all the world, and preach the gospel to
every creature.”?

“All nations”? “All the world”? “Every
creature”? Was it possible? Although
Jesus reassured them, they must have
wondered if miracles really would
accompany them in spreading the
gospel.?

Faith overcame doubt, and Peter
lifted his voice, saying:

“All ye that dwell at Jerusalem, . . .
hearken to my words: . . .

“...Jesus of Nazareth, . . . [whom]
ye have taken, and by wicked hands
have crucified and slain: . . .

“This Jesus . . . God [hath] raised
up, [and] we all are witnesses.”*

There was an undeniable spiritual

outpouring that day, and 3,000 souls
were baptized. As Jesus promised,
signs and miracles were following the
faith of the believers.

As the Church of Jesus Christ was
restored to the earth 183 years ago,
the Lord’s charge to His small band
of disciples echoed His words spo-
ken centuries before: “The voice of
warning shall be unto all people.”®
“For, verily, the sound must go forth
... into all the world, and unto the
uttermost parts of the earth.”

“All people”? “All the world”? “The
uttermost parts of the earth”? Was it
possible?

The Savior reassured His Latter-day
Saints,” but could they foresee the
reach and destiny of this marvelous
work? They must have wondered if
miracles really would accompany
them in spreading the gospel.

Again, faith overcame doubt, and
thousands were baptized. In England,
Elder Wilford Woodruff found an
entire community awaiting his arrival.
The Spirit of the Lord fell upon them,
and he baptized 45 preachers and
several hundred members during his
first month at Benbow farm.®

Our day is no different. When
Elder David A. Bednar and I were
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missionaries approximately 40 years
ago (and I can assure you that we are
not the oldest of the returned mission-
aries sitting in the red chairs), there
were 16,000 missionaries. As President
Thomas S. Monson reported yesterday,
we now have 65,000—more than ever
before. There were then 562 stakes.
Today there are more than 3,000. At
that time, our wards and branches
were in 59 countries. Today we have
congregations in 189 of the 224 nations
and territories of the world. We are few
in number, just as Nephi foretold.” But
at the same time, you and I are eye-
witnesses of Daniel’s prophetic words:
the “stone . . . cut . . . without hands . . .
[is filling] the whole earth.”*

Our day is a remarkable time of
miracles. Six months ago as President
Monson announced the age change
for young men and young women
desiring to serve missions, there was
an undeniable spiritual outpouring.
Faith overcame doubt, and young
men and women moved forward.
The Thursday following conference,

I was assigned to recommend mis-
sionary calls to the First Presidency.

I was amazed to see the applications
of 18-year-old men and 19-year-old
women who had already adjusted
their plans, visited their doctors, been
interviewed by their bishops and
stake presidents, and submitted their
missionary applications—all in just
five days. Thousands more have now
joined them. It’s a miracle.

We are grateful for the energizing
faith of our sisters, the growing number
of missionaries from countries across
the world, and the increasing number
of couples ready to serve. Fifty-eight
new missions have been announced,
and our bulging missionary training
center in Provo has amazingly found
a new companion in Mexico City.

President Thomas S. Monson has
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said: “We take most seriously the Savior’s
mandate . . ., ‘Go ye therefore, and
teach all nations, baptizing them in the
name of the Father, and of the Son, and
of the Holy Ghost.”!! “This . . . cause . . .
will continue to go forth, changing and
blessing lives. . . . No force in the entire
world can stop the work of God.”*?

We are witnessing the miracles of
the Lord as His gospel is spreading
across the world.

Brothers and sisters, as surely as the
Lord has inspired more missionaries to
serve, He is also awakening the minds
and opening the hearts of more good
and honest people to receive His
missionaries. You already know them
or will know them. They are in your
family and live in your neighborhood.
They walk past you on the street, sit
by you in school, and connect with
you online. You too are an important
part of this unfolding miracle.

If you're not a full-time mission-
ary with a missionary badge pinned
on your coat, now is the time to
paint one on your heart—painted,
as Paul said, “not with ink, but with
the Spirit of the living God.”"> And
returned missionaries, find your old
missionary tag. Don’t wear it, but
put it where you can see it. The Lord
needs you now more than ever to be
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an instrument in His hands. All of us
have a contribution to make to this
miracle.

Every righteous member of the
Church has thought about how to
share the gospel. Some share the
gospel naturally, and we can learn a
lot from them.'* Some struggle and
wonder how to do better, wishing
that guilty feeling we sometimes feel
would find somewhere else to go.

Our desire to share the gospel takes
all of us to our knees, and it should,
because we need the Lord’s help.

President Monson has asked that we
pray for “those areas where our influ-
ence is limited and where we are not
allowed to share the gospel freely.”"> As
we earnestly and unitedly petition our
Father in Heaven, the Lord will con-
tinue to open important doors for us.

We also pray for our own opportu-
nities to share the gospel. The Apostle
Peter said, “Be ready always to give an
answer to every man that asketh . . . a
reason [for] the hope that is in you.”'¢

With the confusion'” and commo-
tion'® of today’s world, it’s not surpris-
ing that fewer people are attending
their places of worship. Although
many want to be closer to God and
to better understand the purpose of
life, they have unanswered questions.
Many have hearts open to the truth,
but as the prophet Amos described,
“they [are running] to and fro [seeking]
the word of the Lord, and [cannot] find
it”* You can help answer their ques-
tions. In your everyday conversations
you can add to their faith in Christ.*

The Savior said: “Hold up your
light that it may shine unto the world.
Behold I am the light which ye shall
hold up.”*

I promise you, as you pray to know
with whom to speak, names and faces
will come into your mind. Words to
speak will be given in the very moment



Married on Friday and baptized with their older children on Saturday, these couples from Mozambique chose to follow
the Savior Jesus Christ.

you need them.* Opportunities will
open to you. Faith will overcome doubt,
and the Lord will bless you with your
very own miracles.

The Savior taught us how to share
the gospel. I like the story of Andrew,
who asked, “Master, where dwellest
thou?”* Jesus could have responded
with the location of where He lived. But
instead He said to Andrew, “Come and
see.”?* 1 like to think that the Savior was
saying, “Come and see not only where I
live but how I live. Come and see who
I am. Come and feel the Spirit.” We don’t
know everything about that day, but we
do know that when Andrew found his
brother Simon, he declared, “We have
found . . . the Christ.”®»

To those who show an interest in
our conversations, we can follow the
Savior’s example by inviting them to
“come and see.” Some will accept our
invitation, and others will not. We all
know someone who has been invited
several times before accepting an
invitation to “come and see.” Let’s also
think about those who once were with
us but who now we rarely see, inviting
them to come back and see once more.

We respect each person’s choice
and timing. The Lord said, “Let every
man choose for himself.”* A person’s
lack of interest need not diminish our
bonds of friendship and love. Whether
or not the invitation is accepted as
you invite others to “come and see,”
you will feel the approval of the Lord
and, with that approval, an added
measure of faith to share your beliefs
again and again.

For those using the Internet and
mobile phones, there are new ways
to invite others to “come and see.”
Let’s make sharing our faith online
more a part of our daily life. LDS.org,
Mormon.org, Facebook, Twitter—all
provide opportunities.

To share the gospel, young members
in Boston started several blogs.”” Those
who joined the Church began their
learning online, followed by discussions
with the missionaries. This experience
also helped the youth have greater faith
in talking about the gospel in person.
One of them said, “This isn’t missionary
work. This is missionary fun.”*

We are all in this together. With
fellow ward members and missionaries,

we plan and pray and help one another.
Please keep the full-time missionaries in
your thoughts and prayers. Trust them
with your family and friends. The Lord
trusts them and has called them to teach
and bless those who seek Him.

President Paulo Kretly of the
Mozambique Maputo Mission shared
this experience: “It is common in
Mozambique [for] couples to live their
lives together [without being married
because] African tradition require[s] an
expensive dowry to matry, a dowry
most couples can’t afford.”®

Members and missionaries thought
and prayed about how to help.

The answer to their prayers was
that they would emphasize the law
of chastity and the importance of
marriage and eternal families. And
while helping couples to repent and
legally marry, they would teach of the
happiness that only comes through
following Jesus Christ.

This is a picture of couples from
two different cities in Mozambique.
Married on Friday, they were baptized
with their older children on Saturday.*
Friends and family were invited to
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“come and see,” and hundreds did
“come and see.”

Following the baptism, one sister
said, “We needed to choose whether
to follow the traditions of our fathers
or to follow Jesus Christ. We chose to
follow Christ.”3!

You may not live in Mozambique,
but in your own way, in your own
culture, you can share the restored
gospel of Jesus Christ.

Pray to your Heavenly Father. This
is His sacred work. He will guide
you in what to do. He will open
doors, remove roadblocks, and help
you overcome obstacles. The Lord
declared, “The voice of warning shall
be unto all people, by the mouths of
my disciples, . . . and none shall stay
them.”3?

I testify that “the voice of the Lord
[shall be] unto the ends of the earth,
that all that will hear may hear.”® It’s a
miracle. It is a miracle. In the name of
Jesus Christ, amen. H
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