Of the Seventy

Ider Jairo Mazzagardi

knows what it means to

make sacrifices in the
service of the Lord. In 1990,
Elder Mazzagardi received a
phone call from President
Thomas S. Monson, then a
counselor in the First
Presidency, who called him
to preside over the Salvador
Brazil Mission.

“I never dreamed that I
would be a mission presi-
dent,” Elder Mazzagardi says.
“T'had been a stake president
less than five years. Things
were busy—and good—with
our business. Accepting this
call would mean leaving
everything behind.”

At the end of the phone
call, President Monson offered
Elder Mazzagardi time to con-
sider the calling. But Elder
Mazzagardi and his wife had
decided years earlier that their
lives would be consecrated to
the Lord, so he accepted the
call on the spot. “Whatever
the Lord needs of us, we're
ready to go,” he says.

Before his call to the
Second Quorum of the

Seventy, Elder Mazzagardi
served as bishop’s counselor,
high councilor, counselor in a
stake presidency, stake presi-
dent, regional representative,
Area Seventy, counselor in the
Campinas Brazil Temple presi-
dency, and president of the
Sao Paulo Brazil Temple.

Elder Mazzagardi, an entre-
preneur, spent part of his
career in the meat industry
and later owned a real estate
company. He also served in
the Brazilian army as an
artillery sergeant from 1965
to 1966. He was born to
Antonio and Margarida
Mazzagardi in April 1947 in
It0, Brazil. He grew up there
and in Jundiai, Brazil. He and
his wife, Elizabeth Ienne, met
as children and were married
in Hoboken, New Jersey, USA
in July 1970.

Although for years they
were not interested in the
Church, after the Mazzagardis
returned to Brazil, a friend
invited them to attend the
Sao Paulo Brazil Temple
open house. There, both
had powerful spiritual experi-
ences. They were baptized on
October 31, 1978, and sealed
as a family in November 1979.
The Mazzagardis have three
children. H
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