A Scramble to Sacrament Meeting

By Elyse Brantingham, Arizona, USA

1 thought we had missed the sacrament—again.

When we moved from the
United States to Vietnam,

my husband and I were determined
to never miss church. After a year,
we hadn’t missed a single Sunday
meeting, but we were frequently late
and often missed the sacrament. Our
sacrament meeting started at 8:30
a.m. With three little children, get-
ting ready for church on time often
seemed impossible.

As a family we decided that we
needed to arrive consistently on time
for church and partake of the sacra-
ment. It was a struggle, but we made
it to church on time four Sundays in
a row. I noticed the difference our
efforts made. We had more spiritual
experiences during
the week.

The following Sunday, however,
we woke up late. It was already 7:30
a.m. I told my husband that it was
hopeless, but then I thought about
how we would be blessed if we did
our best to get ready anyway. So, we
hustled!

By the time we got to church, we
were 20 minutes late. I felt that we
had failed. We heard singing when
we walked in, and when I opened
the door, someone was going up to
the stand to pray.

“Was that the opening hymn?” I

whispered to the missionary standing
by the door.

“Yes,” he said. “We started late
today.”

I was stunned. I
thought we had

but we arrived
at church just
in time! Tears

fallen short again,

streamed down my face as I felt
Heavenly Father’s love for my little
family and me.

Later we learned that when the
missionaries had arrived at church
that Sunday, they realized that no one
had brought bread for the sacrament.
No store was nearby, and bread can
be hard to find in Vietnam. After a
momentary panic, the elders remem-
bered they had bread at home.

A few days earlier, the elders had
come to our home for dinner. That
evening, I had prepared homemade
bread for them. Church had started
late Sunday morning because the
elders ran home to get the bread I
had made for them!

God sees our efforts as we strive to
keep His commandments. Although
we sometimes fall short, He loves
us and will prepare ways for us to
succeed—even when it is just to get
to church on time. H
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