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on earth, including 
how the priest-
hood is passed 
from one priest-
hood holder to 

another. For example, 
only a bishop, who holds 
the priesthood keys for 
his ward, can authorize 
a man or young man in 
his ward to receive the 
Aaronic Priesthood. In April 
1836 the Prophet Joseph 
Smith received important 
priesthood keys from 
Moses, Elias, and Elijah in 
the Kirtland Temple (see 
Doctrine and Covenants 
110). ◼

PRIESTHOOD LINE OF AUTHORITY

To receive your priesthood line of authority, 
send an email to lineofauthority@ldschurch.org, 
with the letters PLA in the subject line (available in 
English, Portuguese, and Spanish).

2. Joseph Smith and 
Oliver Cowdery

On May 15, 1829, John 
the Baptist appeared to 
Joseph Smith and Oliver 
Cowdery to give them the 
Aaronic Priesthood. A few 
weeks later, the ancient 
Apostles Peter, James, and 
John gave Joseph Smith 
and Oliver Cowdery the 
Melchizedek Priesthood (see 
Doctrine and Covenants 
27:12; 128:20; Teachings of 
the Prophet Joseph Smith, sel. 
Joseph Fielding Smith [1976], 
81, 101).

1. Peter, James, and John
During His mortal min-

istry, Jesus Christ gave 
His priesthood authority 
to His Apostles, including 
Peter, James, and John (see 
Matthew 10).

T he priesthood is the power and authority of God, which He gives to us 
to help carry out His work of salvation (see Handbook 2: Administering 
the Church [2010], page 8). The Lord has given His priesthood to chosen 

servants since the days of Adam. Because the priesthood is given to worthy 
men by the laying on of hands and a record is kept of those ordinations, priest-
hood holders today can trace their line of authority back to Joseph Smith, who 
received the Melchizedek Priesthood from Apostles of Jesus Christ.

PRIESTHOOD KEYS

PRIESTHOOD KEYS ARE  

THE AUTHORITY GOD HAS 

GIVEN TO PRIESTHOOD  

LEADERS TO DIRECT THE  

USE OF HIS PRIESTHOOD 

3. Latter-day Apostles 
and Leaders

The Prophet Joseph 
Smith gave the priesthood 
to other worthy men, 
who, under the Prophet’s 
direction, gave it to other 
worthy men, and so on, up 
to the modern day.

DE
TA

IL
 F

RO
M

 C
HR

IS
T 

O
RD

AI
NI

NG
 T

HE
 T

W
EL

VE
 A

PO
ST

LE
S,

 B
Y 

H
AR

RY
 A

N
DE

RS
O

N
 

DE
TA

IL
 F

RO
M

 O
LIV

ER
 C

OW
DE

RY
 O

RD
AI

NS
 JO

SE
PH

 S
M

IT
H,

 B
Y 

W
AL

TE
R 

RA
N

E

To learn more about the priesthood, see 
“Connecting Daughters of God with His 
Priesthood Power” on page 34.

“M
O

M
EN

T 
AF

TE
R,

” S
CU

LP
TU

RE
 B

Y 
TR

EV
O

R 
SO

U
TH

EY

T H E  S O U R C E  O F  P R I E S T H O O D  A U T H O R I T Y


