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Large Collections

Of Records Found

Korea Yields Geneclogical Treasures

Priceless
Data Kept
Despite
Turbulent
History

By Douglas
D. Palmer

ago for genealogical work in Korea

even though a concentrated pro-

gram didn't begin in the country
untl last year.

Korea, "Land of the Morning Calm,
yielding veritnble treasures of genealogi-
cal data. The Koreans have long earefully
kept and preserved their reeords. Main-
taining them has been a vital part of Ko-
rean culture for hundreds of years, and

* large collections of genealogical material
are found throughout the land.

One may wonder why records have
been preserved there, It is a country with
a turbulent history of wars, revolutions,
subjugations and a constant struggle for
national survival, made necessary by the
county's small size and vulnerable loca-
He

Tne groundwork was laid centuries

g

fon.

But the Koreans have risen above
many of their problems. Ray G. Cowley,
chairman of the ion ~ genealogical
committee, says the genealogical program
is now *permanently implanted” in the
Church there. Mr. Cowley, a colonel in the
U.S. Army in Korea, and Korean Mission
Pres, Spencer J. Palmer are striving to
make the program successful in the mis-
sion,

Members of the Korean Mission gencal-
ogical committee, appointed by Pres.
Palmer, are Chairman Cowley; Kim
Kicheun, first assistant; Ynung-Dnh] J:
second assistant; Maj. Walter Allen, ser-
vicemen's represemntlve who is also ser-
vicemen's district president for Korea,
and Elder Paul Johnson, missionary
secretary.

A group of four persong at the Genealo-
gleal Soclety's Pacific Isles Processing Di-
vislon also work on the Korean program.
Elwin W. Jensen is in charge of the Orien-
tal section of the division.

‘The mission has a genealogical library
and reference file in the genealogy room
on the mission home grounds in Seoul. In-
terest is mounting in the program through-
out the mission, Mr. Cowley said.

Most of the ¢omplete family records in
Korea date back 600 to 800 years, and
some have been carefully kept since the
meridian of time, They are not ;]ust royal

cities. Kovean members of the Church are
intrigued Ly pictores of the Granite Moun-
tain Records Vault southeast of Salt Lake
City.

The majorily of the Korean members
of the Chaurch realize the importance of
research and temple work, but they have
big hurdles to surmount. Consider these
problems: All of the older family records
are written in Chinese, some quite an-
cient.

“It is known that there are individuals
in Korea conversant with this anclent lan-
guage. It is hoped that members of the
Church will learn what is necessary to de-
cipher their old records from these indi-
viduals, Mr. Cowley said.

All names entered on the Korean ver-
sion of the Church's family group sheet
must be written in Chinese, Korean and in
the English (Romanized) version.

Mr, Cowley also explamed that the dat-
ing system utilized in all of these records

based on the lunar calendar system
whlch is converted to the western calen-
dar date by subtracting 2333 from the
lunar date. All dates on the Korean family
group record are in duplicate, one for
each calendar system.

et - Praay S =
Ray G. Cowley, left, and Young-Dahi Ji inspect 24 volumes of Lee family records.

Strikingly similar to American family
proups is the fact that each major family
group in Korea has a genealogical organ-
ization with a central library wiere the
family branches keep their data. There
the collected information has been updat-
cd, frequently screened for accuracy and
bound into volumes. The Koreans consider
the assignment so important that one fam-
ily is assigned a [ulltine job at the renler,
An amount of corr
carried on among the scattered f:.\mny
members and a type of pedigree referral
service is sponsored by the family organi-
zation.

In late February of this year Mr. Cow-
ley and two Korean m;ssmnanes were
invited to see the records in the family li-
brary of one of the largest family groups
in Korea.

“It was a rewarding experience to go
step by step back through time with the
elderly bewhiskered patriarch of the fami-
ly who proudly explained the system used
and volunteered informalion about some
of his illustrious anceslors,” Mr. Cowley
said.

“In this humble family library were 47
bound volumes of family group records

dating back to 41 A.D. The Korean king at
that time started what ir now a vast and
comprehensive genealogical  record that
includes ‘most of his progeny, now num-
bering more than 7 million persons.” This
particular family, Kim, has 127 branches
scattered throughout Korea. Each keeps
records on their own branch.

During the Yi Dynasly from 13%2 fo
1910- A.D., familles considered their rec-
ords so valuable that they zealously
guarded them by wearing them under
clothing suspended from a string around
their neck,

The volumes are printed on fine waxed
rice paper. Until recent years, all cntries
were in the Chinese language in some
families, Mr. Cowley said. Each page of

‘the volumes lists a family group, [ather,

mother and children with dates of birth,
marriage, death and other important
events, Also included is a brief smnmary
of the father's accomplishments in a per-
sonal history. Through an indexing sys-
tem, cach son is lisled with his wife
and family. Such complete records, beau-
tifully suited for genealogical work, have
been and are kept by alt literate people.
The climate in Korea is more ideal for
storing records since {here Is less humidity
there than in Japan. Rice paper deterior-
ates more rapidly in high humnidity.

The Kovreans have followed the admo-
nition of the Prophet Mnlachi to an amaz-
ing exient in their cultval praclices. All
Koreans, now and for centuries, have hon-
ored, Joved and respected their ancestors.
Several times a year they take time (o
demonstrate their feelings.

Each year on “Chusek’ day the fami-
Hes trek to the burial sites of iheir ances-
tors and pay them ceremonial homage. On
their lunar New Year's Day (January 23)
they once again visit their ancestors' final
resling place, and in addition they visit
and pay respeet to the oldest living mem-
bers of their family,

The first Mormon missionaries arrived
in Korea in 1953, and the I{orean Mission
was organized in 1962. The mission geneal-
ogical committee was appointed lnst year.
After preliminary investigation, the com-
mittee pointed out the wide extent of
available family records, Work was starl-
ed to modify the regular Church-approved
family group sheet for Korean use.
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but they encompass the majnnty of the
Korean people in all walks of life.

These coilections of family data are in
printed bound volumes and contain almost
“exactly the data needed for temnple work.
Records in America must be compiled,
generally by years of research, but the
Korean records have been kept as com-
plete family group records. The responsi-
bility for their safekeeping has followed
the patriarchal order with the oldest son
of each family group being required to
safeguard and update them usually at the
original family domicile,

This responsibility is a sacred trust and
continues as a basic factor in the Korean
family culture. During the Korean War
many of these records were preserved by
hiding them in caves in the hills out of the
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