WILL THE LORD HEAL OUR SON?

When our son was four years
old, he would frequently ask
me to sing “Master, the Tempest Is
Raging” (Hymmns, no. 105). His little
eyes would shine during the chorus
when the Lord commands the winds
and the waves to be still. He would
ask me about Jesus’s power. I would
answer that Jesus can do anything

in righteousness because He has all
power. The Savior was our son’s hero.

But when our son was 13 years
old, he went into a deep depression.
He no longer had any desire to speak
or even to eat. He lost interest in his
former activities, and he especially
did not want to participate in family
prayers or family home evenings. He
seemed to no longer have an interest
in church or the gospel.

The rest of our family prayed and
fasted often for him, as did many
brothers and sisters from our ward
and stake and many of our friends
and relatives. Our efforts felt like Alma
the Elder’s experience of praying for
his son (see Mosiah 27:14, 22-23).

We did not want to force the gospel
on our son, so we told him that he did
not have to participate in our family
prayers or family home evenings but
that we would like him to be there
with us. As we followed the Savior’s
words to “pray in your families unto the
Father . . . that your . . . children may
be blessed” (3 Nephi 18:21), both our
family prayers and our family home
evenings became more powerful. We

felt the Spirit in our home. And though
our son was silent, he was there.

Little by little over the next two
years, we saw that our prayers and
family home evenings were having
an influence on our son. During one
family home evening, he bore testi-
mony of the Savior and then asked if
he could prepare a family home eve-
ning. He began to participate in family
prayers and to attend church happily.
He experienced a mighty change of
heart that came as he felt the redeem-
ing love of the Savior (see Alma 5:26).
The Lord, with His healing power, had

truly saved our son.
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He began to be happy and full of life
once again, willing to help others and
to show love. He told me he knew the
Savior had healed him. Our son’s trials
helped him forge a powerful testimony
and an increase in love for and trust
in the Savior. He served the Lord as a
missionary in the Argentina Buenos
Aires South Mission. After his return he
married in the temple, and he and his
wife have a wonderful daughter.

I know that the Savior has the
power to heal, to work miracles, and
to make us happy in this life and in
the life to come. l
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