Repeat.

By Mario Dias Alonso

n Chile, in order to go to college, you

have to take a university placement

test. | wanted to study engineering at
a university that was far from where |
lived. It would be very expensive, so my
goal was to get the highest score pos-
sible on the placement test so | could
earn a scholarship for outstanding

exam scores.
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| knew where and what | wanted to

study, and | knew what | would have

to do to make it happen. | started
preparing for the test. | studied, read,
and reviewed the material, but on the
practice tests, | still wasn't getting the
score | needed. | turned to my Heavenly
Father in prayer and asked Him for
greater intelligence and to enlighten my

understanding so | could reach my goal.

| prayed for this daily for an entire year.
| went to special preparation classes at
my school, and | enrolled in classes at
an institution that was geared toward
preparing for the exam.

| kept up my daily scripture study, and
| never missed a day of seminary. | ful-
filled all my Aaronic Priesthood assign-
ments and never studied on Sundays,

no matter how desperate the situation
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was. | knew Sunday is the Lord's day,
and | wanted to respect it in the way my
parents had taught me. | knew | couldn’t
afford to deprive myself of the blessings
Heavenly Father had for me, especially
when | most needed them. Despite all
this, | wasn't getting the score | needed
on my practice tests.

My family and | prayed and fasted,
and my dad gave me a blessing. With

this spiritual preparation and my other
preparation, | took the test. Not only
did I end up with the score | needed,
but | exceeded my goal, scoring one of
the highest percentages possible in the
math section. | received the scholarships
and benefits | needed, and | was able to
study at the university | chose.

From the time | was young, | learned
that if | did everything | could and took

care of my spiritual responsibilities first,
then Heavenly Father would bless me.
Things might not always work out the
way we expect them to, but God will take

care of us. | know it's only with His help

that all things are possible. H

The author lives in Cautin Province, Chile.
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