Summer of Service

By Elizabeth Blight

ne summer | spent time in a foreign country working

with children with special needs. When I first met the
children, I was incredibly nervous. | did not speak their
language, but | trusted that the Spirit would guide me in
my interactions. As | got to know each child, | realized that
language is not a barrier to love. | played, laughed, and
did crafts with the children and could not help but feel
complete love for them. | glimpsed the love that Heavenly
Father has for His children, and the joy that filled my heart
defied description.

Whenever | serve others, | feel love not only for those
that | serve but also for Heavenly Father. | truly have come
to know that “when ye are in the service of your fellow
beings ye are only in the service of your God” (Mosiah 2:17).
The purpose of my service, whether in big service projects or
through small acts of kindness, has been to glorify God (see
Matthew 5:16). | hope that as | serve others, people will rec-
ognize my love for Heavenly Father and the Light of Christ

that burns within me.
The author lives in Virginia, USA.
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Links of Love

H ave an adult help you cut out 28 thin strips of
paper, each about 1 inch (2.5 cm) wide and about
8 inches (20 cm) long. Each day this month, perform
an act of service to show your love for someone. You
might help your parents clean your home or write a
kind note to a neighbor.

Write down how you served each day on one of
your paper strips, and then tape or glue the ends of
the strip together to make a circle. You can connect
your circles by sliding one end of a new paper strip
through the circle from the previous day before you
tape or glue the ends of the new strip together. Watch
your links of love grow! You could even continue add-
ing to your service chain after February is over.
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