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We can’t fully understand the meaning of Christmas unless we understand 
the meaning of the Savior’s life, Atonement, and Resurrection.

I cannot think about the birth of the Savior without thinking of His 
words to Pilate: “To this end was I born, and for this cause came I into the world, 
that I should bear witness unto the truth. Every one that is of the truth heareth my 
voice” ( John 18:37).

As we begin the Christmas season, may we consider the scriptural prophecies 
about the Savior. They are not just odd statements of coincidence; rather, they are 
profound statements of purpose and promise about His life and mission and what 
He means for each of us.

Prophecies of His Coming
Christ’s coming was foretold for thousands of years. About 2,000 years before the 

birth of Jesus Christ, Abraham taught about His role in the plan of salvation. About 
1,400 years before His birth, Moses taught the same wonderful truths. About 700 
years before His birth, Isaiah revealed the circumstances of His birth, life, and death:

“Therefore the Lord himself shall give you a sign; Behold, a virgin shall conceive, 
and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel” (Isaiah 7:14).
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The PROMISE of 

By Elder Robert D. Hales
Of the Quorum of the 
Twelve Apostles

CHRISTMAS
May we take time this Christmas season to 
renew our covenants to follow the Savior and 
to do His will, just as He did the will of our 
Heavenly Father.
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