LATTER-DAY SAINT VOICES

A Blessing Was All | Could Give

finished law school around the time of my daughter’s first

birthday. My wife and I looked forward to celebrating my
graduation, our daughter’s birthday, and the new opportuni-
ties that would come to us, but nothing went as planned.

I found myself unemployed shortly after completing my
degree and had difficulty finding work. Soon, financial diffi-
culties came. Just having a simple birthday celebration would
be difficult.

After many conversations with my wife, we accepted our
situation. It was not easy for me as a father not to have
the ability to buy even a simple present for my daugh-
ter and to see my beloved wife feeling frustrated.

I didn’t understand what was happening. I
prayed and asked Heavenly Father to help me
understand what He expected of me.

Suddenly, as if a voice spoke to
my mind, I heard the following
words: “You possess some-
thing more valuable than

any material possession on

this earth. You hold the
priesthood. What better

gift could you give your
daughter than a priest-

hood blessing?”

Tears filled my eyes
as I thought about what

the priesthood means to
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me. My heart filled with gratitude when I considered that
the priesthood is the power that can unite my family for all
eternity.

I shared my feelings with my wife. I told her that offer-
ing a blessing to our daughter was all I could give. We both
decided that this would bring happiness and peace to her,
and that would be enough.

On the day of our daughter’s birthday, friends, relatives,

and neighbors brought a cake and simple deco-

rations. We were grateful to celebrate this
special day with those we love. That night,
I placed my hands on my daughter’s
head and gave her a blessing. I blessed
her with all that the Spirit of the Lord
prompted me to say.

We are still going through a period
of changes and challenges regarding
unemployment and finances. But
even in the midst of sadness and frus-
tration, peace and comfort comes to
us through our Savior, Jesus Christ. I

have no doubt that being a member
of The Church of Jesus Christ of

Latter-day Saints with access to

priesthood power is a blessing. It
was all I could give on my daugh-
ter’s birthday, and it was more

than enough. l
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