
As a young woman, should I be more 
focused on an education and career  
or on becoming a wife and mother?
We know that “the family is central to the Creator’s plan” and that “moth-
ers are primarily responsible for the nurture of their children.” 1 And we 
also know that, for a variety of good reasons, both men and women have 
been counseled by prophets to get an education.2 In addition, we know 
that many women will either need or want to pursue careers.

President Dallin H. Oaks, First Counselor in the First Presidency, has said 
that for women, the choice is not between either family or education and 
career. “Timing is what we have to choose,” he said. “And we seek the inspi-
ration of the Lord and the teachings of His servants in doing that.” 3

Plan to get an education, and plan to have a family. You can also plan 
to have a career. In all of this, your focus should be on following Heavenly 
Father’s plan and seeking His will.

NOTES
	 1.	 “The Family: A Proclamation to the World,” familyproclamation.lds.org.
	 2.	 See For the Strength of Youth (2011), 9.
	 3.	Dallin H. Oaks, Face to Face event with Elder Oaks and Elder Ballard (worldwide young single 

adult event, Nov. 19, 2017), broadcasts.lds.org.

What Do You Think? Submit your answer and, if desired, a high- 
resolution photograph by May 15, 2019, at 
liahona.lds.org (click “Submit an Article or 
Feedback”). Or email your answer and photo-
graph to liahona@ldschurch.org. Include your 
full name and names of your ward and stake  
(or branch and district).

Responses may be edited for length or clarity.

“What do you say when your friends don’t believe  
that things like the First Vision could happen?”

At lds.org/go/41961, a young adult shares her story of not being sure if she should focus on 
her career or her family. See what President Russell M. Nelson said to her.




