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THE CHRISTMAS TREE
by Mary L. Lusk

Hang the balls upon the tree,
Omaments of gold and green.
All the Christmas season’s joys
In their shiny depths are seen.

Around the tree the children dance
As they sing their happy song.

How they wish the days would hurry:
Christmas week is very iong.

Mother comes with gingerbread,
Frosted men, so bright and gay.

To hang upon each tinseled branch
For all to eat on Christmas Day.

Every day the gifts pile higher,

Wrapped in ribbons red and gold:

Every day we stop and wonder
But we never touch nor hold.

WHAT ARE THESE MEANINGS?

. Speedy means something that rhymes

with trick.

. Ill . means something that rhymes with

lick,

. Smash means something that rhymes

with take.

. Pain means something that rhymes with

fake.

. Tidy means something that rhymes with

feet.

. Dine means something that rhymes with

seat,

On Christmas Eve, dear father gathers
His little ones and loved ones all;
We listen to the Christmas story
Of Jesus in a manger stall.

Most people can't say these very well. .Can you?
Red leather, yellow leather.
I never felt felt feel flat like that felt felt.

Yok KA K A Ak KA

Hang the balls upon the tree,
Omaments of green and gold.
All the Christmas season’s joys
In their shiny depths are told.
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—Adapted from Hans Christian Andersen

Once upon a time there was a prince who
wanted to marry a real princess. He traveled around
7the world to find one, but each time he found a lovely
girl, something was wrong. There were plenty of girls
who said they were princesses, but the prince could never

determine whether they were real princesses or not.
Finally, the prince returned home again. He was
very discouraged and sad.

Then one evening there came « terrible storm. It rained

very hard, and the thunder and lightning were frightening. In-
deed, it was a fearful night.
In the middle of the storm, a knock came at the town gate.
The old king went to open the gate.
Standing outside the gate was a beautiful girl. The water rem
down her face and hair, and her clothing was soaked. She said that
she was a real princess and that she needed a place in which she could
stay out of the storm.
The old queen thought to herself, “"We shall soon see if you are a
real princess,” and she went into the bedroom. She ordered the servanits to
take off the bedclothes. Then she placed a pea on the bedstead. She tock
twenty mattresses and piled them on top of the pea. Then she ordered twenty
feather beds to be placed on top of the twenty matiresses. This was where

the princess was to sleep that night.

ILLUSTRATED BY BEVERLY JOHNSTON

In the morning when they arose, the old queen asked the princess how she
had slept.
"Oh, very badly!” said the princess. ‘I hardly closed my eyes the whole
night. 1 don't know what was in the bed. 1 seemed to be lying on something that
was very hard. My whole body is black and blue this morning. It was terrible!”

They knew at once that she must be a real princess because she had felt the
pea through the twenty feather beds and the twenty mattresses. No one but a real

princess could be so delicate.
And so, because the prince knew that she was a real princess, he asked her to

be his bride.

The pea was placed in the museum of the town where it may still be seen—if no one

has stolen it,
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CHRISTMAS CUS'[OMS

by Blanche Campbell

Christmas is rich in traditional lore. Héave you ever
wondered when you took part in these Christmas customs
how some of them came about? Who started them, and
just what was their original meaning?

The Yule log is one of our oldest customs. For years
it has stood for warmth, light, and protection. In olden
times, in many countries, the bringing in of the yule log
was a special event on Christmas Eve, one in which the
entire family took part.

Each family always selected a huge piece of wood for
their yule log and trimmed it gayly with flowers and
ribbons.

In England, it was the custom to sit upon the log, sing
a carol, and then kiss the log for good luck. Then this yule
log was lighted with a piece saved from the charred yule
log of the previous year. If the new log caught and burned
well, the coming year was supposed to be full of promise.

Christmas wouldn’t be Christmas without a piece of
mistletoe hung in a prominent place so that anyone stand-
ing under it may be kissed. This age-old custom is said
to come from Germany. Mistletoe was so rare that it was
considered sacred and the people thought it had magnetic
power. If two people met under a sprig of mistletoe in the
forest, they became friends. The tradition has been handed
down that when enemies in battle would chance to meet
under the mistletoe, they would cease their fighting and
declare a truce until the following day.

Using evergreen sprays to decorate the house is a
symbol of friendliness at the Christmas season.

To the people of England wée owe the custom of sending
Christmas greeting cards to our friends. It started when
people used to greet their acquaintances and friends on
Christmas morning by a hearty, “Merry Christmas.” An
English painter noticed how pleased and happy it made
everyone to be greeted and remembered on Christmas day
in this way. So he had the idea of painting some Christmas
cards to send to friends and relatives who were away.

Hanging stockings by the chimney for Santa Claus to
fill is the American version of an old European custom.
In Holland the children placed their wooden shoes along
the hearth for Santa to fill. They also left ears of corn,
carrots, or pieces of hay, close to the shoes as a special gift
for Santa’s reindeer.
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MARRIAGE: “AN INFINITE DEBT”

RICHARD L. EVANS

More than a century ago Goethe said this concerning marriage: “The sum
which two married people owe each other defies calculation. It is an
infinite debt; which cazn only be discharged through all eternity.”* What
two married people owe to each other does defy calculation, and it is an
infinite debt. Marriage is a momentous commitment that requires the best
of all we have within us to make of it all that it ought to be. But too often
those who face what they consider to be an unsuccessful marriage too
quickly feel that dissolving it is the easy and simple solution. But we
never go back and begin where we once were. And always there should
be an earnest, determined effort to succeed and not lightly dissolve a
sacred and solemn covenant, with all the confused and troubled lives it
leaves, for no one in marriage has an obligation solely to himself. Some-
times one person might be led erroneously to consider only himself, but
with all tnat are affe ted, the lives of children, the lives of loved ones,
the lives of each other, marriage cannot only be concerned with the.
preference or convenience of one person. In marriage one cannot con-
sider only himself, nor the present only—nor can he in any other kind
of covenant or contract. Each one must consider the total effect of what
he does, on himself, on others, on children, on all the lives and all the
factors, into the farthest reaches of the future. In marriage we have a
sacred obligation to make home a. place of enduring stability. “It comes
as a great surprise to younger people,” said Dr. May E. Markewich, “that
a husband and wife must work at marriage all the years of their life. . . ™
Marriage is half the responsibility of each. In a couplet on this subject
William Cowper said: “The kindest and the happiest pair will find
occasion to forbear; find something every day they live to pity, and
perhaps forgive.™ There is nothing which we should go to greater lengths
to save than a home, a marriage, a family; for marriage is an obligation
of incalculable consequence, and should never be rushed into immaturely,
but once made should never be selfishly or immaturely set aside. “The sum
which two married people owe each other defies calculation. It is an
infinite debt, which can only be discharged through all eternity.™

'Gocethe, Elective Affinities, book 1. N .

2Dr. May E. Markewich, “What breaks up a marriage after 20 years,” This Weck Magazine, May 13,
1962.

William Cowper (1731-1800), English poet.

“The Spoken Word” from Temple Square, presented over KSL and the Columbia
Broadcasting System, August 9, 1964. Copyright 1964.
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