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1. Have a play using “A Visit from St.
Nicholas” as your script. Several students can
be selected a head of time who have an ad-
equate understanding of English to render
each part. (It may be possible for members of
the English classes to give a presentation at
MIA).

2. Introduce the Christmas air to the Ja.
panese from a child’s eyes—the poem could
be used to do this, too, as it includes many

of the traditions known at home. Christmas

music, especially Christmas carols, could lend a special note, and even
some extra goodies from home could be sampled.

3. If you would like a special Christmas card for someone at home,

members of class could sign their names on a card, and even write a

sentence or two in English.

4. For the last week in the month the Japanese New Year celebration

will be a good topic for discussion.

Note: A Japanese translation of the poem is included to help your stu-

dents understand. A few
difficult phrases are: “on
the breast of the new-fallen
snow” —the words crust or
surface may be used to de-
fine this term; “in spite of
myself” — try the idea that
it was so funny he had to
laugh exen though he didn’t
want to; “a twist of his
head”—substitute nod; and
“the down of a thistle” —
the word down means
crown or top.




ENGLISH PLAN FOR DECEMBER

To the Missionaries:

The lesson plan to be used for the first two weeks is similar to
those used previously and the instructions are also similar. However, the
reading material for the last half of the month is quite different —it’s a
poem! This poem will provide a real opportunity for different methods
of presentation. It’s a difficult poem to translate but it should offer a
challenge to any class level. . .it will require preparation to use it effec-
tively — start now! :

1st Week

1. Read and discuss the first story in English and then ask a member of
class to read it in Japanese. Practice pronunciation by pronouncing
words, phrases, and sentences, and asking the class to repeat after you.
If a tape recorder is available it can be effectively used by recording
each student separately as he reads a sentence and then playing it
back.

2. Study italized words for vocabulary practice. Ask class to study words
for five minutes and then have a spelling bee.

2nd Week

Read and discuss entire story used in first half of lesson plan again.
Practice pronunciation in this weeks section. Ask each member of class
after he reads a small part of the story to summarize in his own words
what he has read. Study italized words—ask for words with synonomous
meanings.

3rd Week and 4th Week

Tis’ the season to be jolly! —and nothing
earthly is more enjoyable to the American
than this season’s tidings of joy —so why
not share this holiday atmosphere with the
Japanese in your English class—

This can be done in many ways— pri-
marily with your own imagination and me-
mories of Christmases past when you were
young. Here are a couple suggestions.

— 801 —
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His eyes how they twinkled!, his dimples how merry.
His cheeks were like roses, his nose like a cherry;
His droll little mouth was drawn up like a bow,

And the beard on his chin was as white as the snow.
The stump of a pipe he held tight in his teeth,

And the smoke it encircled his head like a wreath.
He had a broad face and a little round belly,

That shook when he laughed like a bowl full of jelly.
He was chubby and plump,—a right jolly old elf,
And I laughed when I saw him, in spite of myself.
A wink of his eye, and a twist of his head,

Soon gave me to know I had nothing to dread.

He spoke not a word but went straight to his work,
And filled all the stockings; then turned with a jerk.
And laying his finger aside of his nose,

And giving a nod, up the chimney he rose.

He sprang to his sleigh, to his team gave a whistle,
And away they all flew like the down of a thistle;
But I heard him exclaim, ere he drove out of sight,
“Happy Christmas to all, and to all a good night!”

Clement Clarke Moore
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A VISIT FROM ST. NICHOLAS

3rd

"Twas the night before Christmas, when all through the house,
Not a creature was stirring, not even a mouse;

The stockings were hung by the chimney with care,
In hopes that St. Nicholas soon would be there.

The children were nestled all snug in their beds,
While visions of sugar plums danced in their heads;
And mamma in her kerchief, and I in my cap,

Had. just settled our brains for a long winter nap—
When out on the lawn there arose such a clatter,

I sprang from my bed too see what was the matter,
Away to the window I flew like a flash, ‘
Tore open the shutters and threw up the sash.

The moon, on the breast of the new- fallen snow,
Gave a lustre of midday to objects below;

When what to my wondering eyes should appear.

But a minature sleigh and eight tiny reindeer,

With a little old driver, so lively and quick,

I knew in a moment it most be St. Nick.

More rapid than eagles his coursers they came,

And he whistled, and shouted, and called them by name:
“Now, Dasher! now, Dancer! now, Prancer and Vixen!
On, Comet! on, Cupid! on, Donder and Blitzen!

To the top of the porch, to the top of the wall!

Now dash away, dash away, dash away all!”

As dry leaves that before the wild hurricane fly,

When they meet with an obstacle mount to the sky,
So up to the house-top the coursers they flew,

With sleigh full of toys and St. Nicholas too.

And then in a twinkling I heard on the roof,

The prancing and pawing of each little hoof.

As I drew in my head, and was turning around,
Down the chimney St. Nicholas came with a bound.
He was dressed all in fur from his head to his foot.
And his clothes were all tarnished with ashes and soot;
A bundle of toys he had flung on his back. )
And he looked like a peddler just opening his pack.
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his father and mother petted him and Albert felt a great wave of satis-
faction come over him. This was interesting—he was the center of all
attention. '

As suddenly as it had come, the pain stopped. Albert’s conscience
began to give him little twinges. “That’s enough attention now,” it see-
med to say. “You are not in pain any more.” But this was too good an
opportunity to waste, so Albert howled right on and got some more
petting. But for the rest of the day he felt uncomfortable and couldn’t
enjoy his play — not {rom the bee-sting for that had long since stopped
hurting — but from that still small voice inside him. He felt he was a
fraud. He had done something dishonorable. The day that had started
so happily was ruined.

This little boy grew up to become one of the most famous medical
missionaries in the world, Dr. Albert Schweitzer. Dr. Schweitzer is devot-
ing his life to a jungle hospital deep in the African Congo. He has won
great renown for his work with the natives, and he has been honored at
royal courts by kings and queens and by many other heads of govern-
ment.

But to this day whenever Dr. Schweitzer feels he is trading on peo-
ple’s sympathies, whenever he is tempted to exaggerate or to get unde-
served praise he says to himself, “Remember the bee!”

* % 3 * *

From Memoirs of Childhood and Youth by Albert Schweitzer with
permission of The MacMillan Co.
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English Plan for December
THAT STILL SMALL VOICE

by Elizabeth J. Buckisch
1st

In a sunny kitchen of the parsonage in Alsace, four-year-old Albest
looked up from play as his minister-father came in from the garden.

“Papa, could I go with you today?” he begged as he noticed his
father getting ready ‘to go out to his bechives. “I have never seen you
take, the honey from the bees.”

Albert knew quite well what this trip meant For supper the family
would have good fresh honey on delicious homemade bread.

“You’re too young, Albert. If you move around or make a soumd
I cannot take the honey from the bees.”

“But I'll sit very, very still. I promise, Papa. You will see.”

“Very well then, little son, you may come. But remember you mmst
not get near the bees.”

Picking up a dishpan, heavy gloves and a helmet-type hat with a
mosquito-net veil to protect his face, the tall young minister and his ea-
ger son set out on their great adventure.

While his father put on the gloves and helmet and moved cautiously
over to the beehives, Albert sat on an old stool some distance away and
watched with interest. He would sit, oh! so still just as he had promised.

In a few minutes a long procession of bees swarmed out of the hive
evidently furious that anyone should dare disturb them and their honey.
Working gently and speaking softly to the bees, his father loosened a
square filled with honey and placed it in the dishpan.

2nd

After a while, tired of watching, Albert laughed gleafully as he ad-
mired a little creature that had lighted on his own small fist.

Suddenly he felt a short, sharp, stabbing pain in his hand and let
out a shriek. “Papa! Papa!” he screamed. His father dropped everything
and ran over to the boy. The household, hearing the loud screams from
the far end of the garden, came running out also. His mother, Maria
the maid, his older sister, and a younger brother all stood or knelt
around him trying to comfort him. Maria kissed the bee-stung hand,
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