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GOSPEL IN ENGLISH (Eigo no Fukuin)

George Washington's Jacknife. Adelaide K. Roeslein

(1) Had it hot been for his jacknife, George Washington might never
have been the Father of our Country.

(2) It was just an ordinary jacknife, just a “good knife for a boy.”
For so had his mother described it when she sent the order to
London for it.

(3) George was still in his early teens and was then living with his
beloved half-brother, Lawrence at Mt. Vernon.

(4) He wanted more than anything else in the world to join the
British Navy, and Lawrence had made this possible. He had se-
cured for him an offer of a commission as midshipman in the
Navy. “Will you accept it, George ?” he asked.

(5) “Will I? You bet I will,” replied George eagerly. And then his
enthusiasm faded. “That is, if Mother will let me.”

“We’ll see,” consoled Lawrence.

(6) He sent a message to Mrs. Washington, and when the reply came
back, George knew it was hopeless. His mother had refused her
consent.

(7) George and Lawrence went to see her with a still more urgent
request, but his mother insisted that she could not bear to have
her son so far from home.

(8) But she knew how broken-hearted he would be, and so the white-
handed knife she had ordered from London was her peace-offering
and George’s reward for obedience in accepting her decision. And
when she gave it to him, she included a bit of advice: “Always
obey your superiors,” she said.

(9) As a little reminder of her words he carried the knife always in
his pocket.

(10) Sometime later when he was at Valley Forge as commander of

the army, he told General Knox, a general in his army, of the in-
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12)

a3
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(15)

(16)

an

(18)

19

(20)

cident about his knife. _
Was General Knox listening? And did General Knox remember
the story ? He certainly did!
The following cold, tragic winter Washington’s men were starving
because of a lack of help from Congress. All of his entreaties
had been ignored. His men were deserting, his officers resigning.
Finally, in desperation and disappointment he sat down and wrote
out his resignation to Congress. He called his men together and
read the letter to them. They were thunderstruck!
He was their moral support. His resignation meant to them the
end of everything —— defeat!
They protested loudly, but Washington was firm. He was sure
that Congress had deserted him, and he was determined to make
them appoint a commander that they would support.
Finally in the midst of Washington’s explanation, General Knox
arose frome his seat. “General, have you foregotton your pocket
knife ?” he asked.
Now it was Washington’s turn to be thunderstruck. “What in the
world did the pocket knife have to do with this decision?” he
thought.
But aloud he said, “What do you mean, General Knox ?”
“Well,” replied General Knox, “did you not recieve that knife
from your mothér with the advice to always obey your superiors?”
Congress has ordered you to command this army. Has Congress
yet ordered you to relinquish your command?”
Washington stood in complete silence for a moment, and then
suddenly tore up his letter of resignation.

(The Children’s Friend, February 1956)
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GOSPEL IN ENGLISH (Eigo no Fukuin)

(1) One of the sights which has been typical of Palestine from the
beginning of its history is the shepherd leading his sheep as they
graze over the hillsides and the stony plateaus of that ancient lands.

(2) Since the days of Lot, Ishmael, Jacob, and Esau, the appearance
of these nomads has changed as little as the sheep.

(3) The shepherd of today, as in the centuries past, wears a cloak
made of sheepskin or woven from wool, camel’s hair or goat’s hair.

(4) He wraps it about him as a protection from the burning rays of
the desert sun and the cold of the night.

(5) Usually there is an inner pouch to carry all kinds of articles and
large enough to hold a lamb when it needs to be helped over the
rough places or is sick or injured.

(6) The shepherd’s day begins at dawn. He calls to his sheep and
gathers them about him. They know his voice.

(7) Unlike those who tend sheep in the western world by driving
their bands across the ranges, the shepherds of the east lead the
way and the flock follows.

(8) He leads them to the green pastures where they graze in the cool
of the morning, and at midday he guides them to a spring or
well for water.

(9) After a rest, he takes them back to the pasture ground. They
follow wherever he goes and expect him to never leave him.

(10) If he is away from them, or if a stranger appears, they are ter-
rified and thrown into panic.

(11) When the little lambs become tired and can not keep up with

~ the older sheep, he carries them in his arms or in the pouch of
his cloak until they get the needed rest.

(12) The shepherd constantly provides for the sheep throughout the
day; and, as the sun commences to set, he leads them to the fold.

They are counted so not one shall be lost.
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a3)

a9

(15)

(16)

an

(18)

The sheep fold is often an enclosure of rock piled high enough
to prevent the jackals or the wolves from leaping over.
Sometimes it is a cave in the side of the hill where the sheep can
be pfotected from the wild animals which prowl about and the
thieves who come to steal.
The shepherd stays at the entrance to the fold, alert to the dan-
ger of the night.
On the night of the birth of the Saviour, it was to those who
were tending the sheep that the angel made the announcement.
The imagery of the shepherd as he leads his flock to the green
pastures and the cool waters, protecting them from the thieves
and wild animals, watching over them by night, helping the little
ones over the rough places, and seeing that none strays away,
makes clear to us what He meant when He said “I am the good
shepherd.”
If we love the Lord and have love for others, the picture of the
shepherd comes back to our minds as we think of His words,
“Feed my sheep.”

(The Instructor, Sept., 1962)
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GOSPEL IN ENGLISH (Eigo no Fukuin)

(1) Nearness to an event tends to minimize its full significance and
importance.

(2) Though the world is still near the great events that made the nine-
teenth an epoch-making century, yet so far-reaching and significant
were the wonderful discoveries and inventions of the latter half of
the century that they overwhelm us even in their nearness.

(3) In this first quarter of the twentieth century we are looking at
these momentous realities only as observei’s, who, standing at tke
foot of a high mountain, see it only in part.

(4) Its majestic slopes, towering peaks, and relative position to sur-
rounding ranges are hidden from view.

(5) Yet even our limited vision fills us with astonishment.

(6) Who, for example, can measure the material benefits to society
of the steam engine, the cotton gin, the automobile, the telegraph,
the telephone; or who can ever imagine the ultimate effect upon
the human race of William Harvey’s discovery or that of Louis
Pasteur ?

(7) But none of ttem has answered man’s greatest need and man’s
most yearning desire.

(8) Not one has yet revealed that for which man has sought for ages.

is to

That need —— that ever-present yearning in man’s heart
know God, and man’s relation to him.

(9) The microscope has not revealed Him; the telescope has not dis-
covered Him; even radio has not yet penetrated His abiding place.

(10) Only one event of the nineteenth century claims to give to the
human soul this answer.

(11) If in that event man finds the truth for which the human race
has ever sought, then it truly merits the distinguishing tribute of

the greatest event of the nineteenth century!
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12)

That event was the appearing of two heavenly beings to the boy
Prophet Joseph Smith, revealing the personal identity respectively
of God the Eternal Father and of his Son Jesus Christ.

(Excerpts from the writings of President David O. McKay)

(1)

(2)

(3)

(4)

My Shadow Celia Larcen Luce

As I walk in the sunshine I see my shadow. It follows along,
falling on many things as I pass them. It is easy to see where
my shadow goes.

The shadow of my influence is a harder thing to see. A chance
remark, a kindness or an evil deed —— these things fall on others
and influence their lives. I can never tell where the shadow of my
influence may fall.

Since this is so, since I may help change the lives of others for
good or evil without ever knowing it, I must be very careful.

I must live as close to God as I can, following in his ways.

Then my influence will not be like a shadow, but like a light,

showing others the way. ‘
(The Relief Society Magazine, August, 1962)
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