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 ave you ever gone on a hike? 
How about a 10-mile hike to the 
top of a mountain and back? Alex 

Wright achieved this awesome feat at the 
age of fi ve! 

  Last summer, Alex’s dad took some 
older boys on a hike to Humphreys Peak 
in Arizona. Alex really enjoys being with 
the older boys, so he was excited to go 
along. He is a strong, athletic boy, and he was already 
an experienced hiker.

  Alex packed his backpack with a water bottle, a 
change of clothes, and a few of his favorite action 
fi gures. His dad carried their tent and sleeping bags, 
along with all of their food and water.

  On Friday evening, Alex and his dad 
set up their tent about a mile up the 
trail. Early the next morning, after 
a prayer, they started out for 
Humphreys Peak. Along 
the way, Alex shared his 
red licorice with the 
other boys. 

  Halfway 
through the 
hike, the group 
reached a dip in 
the mountain. It 
was a hot, windy 

day, and fl ying ants were on the attack. 
Then came the steepest part of the 
trail—above the timberline, where it is 
too high for trees to grow. After a few 
more hours, Alex, his dad, and the 
other boys reached the top of the 
mountain. Other hikers cheered 

for Alex as they saw him arrive.
  On the return trip, the clouds grew dark, and hail 

started pounding the mountain. Alex and his dad 
took cover and said a prayer, asking to be protected. 
Everyone was safe.

  When they fi nally reached 
the bottom, Alex was happy 

to hop into the van and 
go home to his mom and 
younger brothers. He 
had had an awesome 
adventure he will always 

remember.  ●
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 PHOTOGRAPHS BY ANDREW WRIGHT 
Humphreys Peak is 

the highest mountain in 
Arizona. The summit is 

12,633 feet above 
sea level.


