A story from Elder Bednar’s life.

A Lesson from My Father

learned a great lesson from my father about priesthood
authority and power.
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As a boy | asked my dad many times each week when Was president of Brigham Young University-ldaho

he was going to be baptized. My father replied each time, Ordainzd an Apesile in Oeieber 2004

“David, | will join the Church when | know it's the right
thing to do.”
One Sunday | asked my dad when he was going to be
baptized. He just smiled and asked
me a question. “David, your church
teaches that the priesthood was
taken from the earth anciently
and has been restored by heavenly
messengers. Why are so many of the men
in your church no different about doing their
priesthood duty than the men in my church?”
My mind went blank. | had no answer for my dad.
| knew that men who hold the priesthood should act
differently than other men. Priesthood holders should not
only receive priesthood authority but also be faithful and
worthy to exercise God's power.
| decided | never wanted to be a poor example to my
father. | simply wanted to be a good boy. The Lord needs
all of us who hold the priesthood to be honorable, virtu-
ous, and good boys at all times and in all places.
A number of years later, my father was baptized. | had
the opportunity to confer upon him the Aaronic and the
Melchizedek priesthoods. One of the great experiences of
my life was seeing my dad receive the authority and the
power of the priesthood. 4
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