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Conference is 
for  

YOU!
See pages 2–7



Dear Friend
s,

Are you getting ready to be baptized? 

It’s a big step! If you have questions 

about it, you’ll find answers on page 24! 

If you’ve been baptized, you can  

stay clean just like you were on your 

baptism day. To find out how, read 

“Honest Gabe” on page 8 and 

learn about repentance on 

page 10.

Love,

The Friend

Was there a  
letter or a story in  

this month’s issue that  
helped you? Tell us about  

it. Turn to page 48  
to find out how.

by Mail
FRIENDS  

Being Strong

I really enjoyed the story 
“Challenges Help Us Grow” 

(March 2014). Like President 
Uchtdorf, I worry about my future. 
Although it’s hard, I know I will 
get through my trials, and they will 
strengthen me! Thank you for your 
wonderful stories!
Sophie W., age 12, Idaho, USA

Easter with the Friend

For Easter we decided to follow the directions on how 
to make your own Easter kite (April 2014). Everyone 

had a great time making and flying them. Thanks for the 
fun idea!
Sariah, Allison, Zan, Sam, Hannah, Brooklyn, Rachel, Benja-
min, and Andrew A. and Lilly G., ages 13, 9, 11, 4, 3, 6, 7, 5, 
1, and 2, Utah, USA

How We 
Use the Friend

My mom and I read the weekly 
reading suggestions for the 

Old Testament scripture challenge 
( Jan. 2014). We loved it. It was a 
great learning experience. Thank 
you so much!
Sheltin N., age 8, Utah, USA

Big Enough to Help

I liked the story “Big 
Enough” in the May 

2014 Friend. I like 
to help around the 
house too. Helping 
makes me feel good 
inside because I know 
it’s what Jesus would 
want me to do.
Ava S., age 5,  
California, USA
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A  C O N F E R E N C E  M E S S A G E  F R O M  T H E  P R O P H E T

Priceless Temple Blessings
By President Thomas S. Monson

My beloved brothers and sisters, I send my love and 
greetings to each of you.

This conference marks seven years since I was sus-
tained as President of the Church. They have been busy 
years, filled with many blessings. Among the most enjoy-
able and sacred of these blessings has been my opportu-
nity to dedicate temples. This past November it was my 
privilege to dedicate the beautiful new Phoenix Arizona 
Temple.

The building of temples shows very clearly how 
much the Church is growing. This morning I am very 
pleased to announce three new temples. They will be 
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144 now open
+ 13 being built
+ 13 being designed
+  5 being renovated
+ 3 new ones just announced

TEMPLE MATH TALK ABOUT IT!
• Which temple is closest to you?
• How can you prepare to go to 
 the temple after you turn 12?
• How can you find names of your 
 ancestors to take with you?

built in Abidjan, Ivory Coast; Port-au-Prince, Haiti; and 
Bangkok, Thailand.

The blessings of the temple are priceless.
As we enter through the doors of the temple, we 

leave behind the distractions and confusion of the world.
Inside the temple we find beauty and order.
In the temple we can find peace.
May our Heavenly Father bless us that we may have 

the spirit of temple worship, be obedient to His com-
mandments, and follow carefully the steps of our Lord 
and Savior, Jesus Christ.  ◆

Thailand

Ivory Coast

Haiti

 
TOTAL WHEN ADDED TOGETHER

Adapted  from “Blessings of the Temple,” Ensign, May 2015.

https://www.lds.org/general-conference/2015/04/blessings-of-the-temple?lang=eng
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A New Face in 
PRIMARY
Meet Sister Mary R. 
Durham, the new 
second counselor in 
the Primary general 
presidency. She lived 
in Japan for three years 
when her husband was 
mission president. And 
she knows a lot about 
children—she and her 
husband have seven!

CONFERENCE 
QUOTESCONFERENCE 

NEWS

 “God HEARS 
your silent 
prayers.”  

President 
Henry B. Eyring, 
First Counselor 
in the First 
Presidency

“The Church of Jesus Christ 
of Latter-day Saints has 
never been STRONGER.”

Elder Quentin L. Cook of the 
Quorum of the Twelve Apostles

 “Please 
do NOT give up—
EVER.”

Elder L. Whitney 
Clayton of  
the Seventy

Stories of Bravery
Match the story with the person who told it.

a. Sister Bonnie L. Oscarson  Young Women general president

b. Elder L. Whitney Clayton  of the Seventy

c. Elder Rafael E. Pino  of the Seventy

d. Elder Jeffrey R. Holland  of the Quorum of the Twelve 

1.  A seven-year-old girl named Sailor walked a mile 
through the cold rain to get help after an airplane 
crash. A light in the distance gave her hope and 
courage to keep going!

2. A boy went to church by himself every week. Finally he 
got his father’s permission to be baptized.

3. A young woman named Marie held up the Bible to 
protect the missionaries from an angry mob who 
wanted to hurt them.

4.  A boy grabbed his older brother’s wrists and held on 
to save him from falling off a cliff.

Answers: Temple Math: 178; Stories of Bravery: 1. Elder Clayton; 2. Elder Pino; 3. Sister Oscarson; 4. Elder Holland



Here are some great stories and pictures 
from the April 2015 general conference. 
What stories did you like best?

Overcoming Fear
One day while playing with his 

friends as a boy, Elder David A. 
Bednar accidentally broke a window 
in a store near his home. The glass 
shattered and set off a security alarm! 
Elder Bednar thought he would have 
to go to prison. He was so afraid that 

he hid under his bed until his parents helped him calm 
down and apologize to the store owner. Elder Bednar 
used this story to teach that all of us are scared some-
times, but when we look to Jesus Christ and follow Him, 
we can feel peace instead of fear.

Staying Safe
Sister Linda K. Burton told the story 

of a family who moved into a new 
house. The yard didn’t have a fence 
around it. The father put stakes in the 
corners of the yard and tied strings 
around the stakes to mark the edge 
of the yard. He told his five children 

that if they stayed inside the boundaries, they would be 
safe. The children listened to their dad, even when a ball 
rolled past the string! They were safe and happy.

What this teaches me: What this teaches me:

4 F r i e n d

CONFERENCE NOTES

https://www.lds.org/general-conference/sessions/2015/04?lang=eng
https://www.lds.org/general-conference/2015/04/therefore-they-hushed-their-fears?lang=eng
https://www.lds.org/general-conference/2015/04/therefore-they-hushed-their-fears?lang=eng
https://www.lds.org/general-conference/2015/04/well-ascend-together?lang=eng


Grateful for the Gospel
Bishop Gérald Caussé spoke about 

three men who lived in a village 
in Africa. When it was time for a dis-
trict conference, they walked for two 
weeks through muddy roads to get 
to the meeting! They brought tithing 
from people in their village to give 

to Church leaders. They stayed for a week so that they 
could take the sacrament before heading home again, 
carrying boxes of copies of the Book of Mormon on their 
heads to bring to their village. What sacrifices are we 
willing to make to live the gospel?

Strong Like Moroni
Elder Ulisses Soares told the story 

of a boy who followed the exam-
ple of Captain Moroni. The boy saw 
his classmates looking at bad pictures 
on their cell phones. He had to make 
a quick decision. He was filled with 
courage and told his friends that what 

they were doing was not right. Most of his classmates 
made fun of him, but one friend decided to stop looking 
at the pictures. Elder Soares said we can be strong like 
Captain Moroni and stand up for our testimony of truth.

What this teaches me: What this teaches me:

 M a y  2 0 1 5  5

https://www.lds.org/general-conference/2015/04/is-it-still-wonderful-to-you?lang=eng
https://www.lds.org/general-conference/2015/04/yes-we-can-and-will-win?lang=eng


I had the 
chance to 

sing in the  
women’s 
session 
choir. I 
invited a 

nonmember friend to come watch. 
When all of the people started 
coming in I felt nervous, but the 
Spirit really calmed me down. I was 
also not feeling great because of a 
hurt finger and was super hungry, 
but I still made it, and it was fun! 
One cool thing was that I was a 
few feet away from the prophet.  
I loved listening to all of the  
speakers. All the choir practice  
was worth it.
Jadyn T. (left) with her sister, Lauren, 
ages 10 and 14, Utah, USA

Building this scene of general conference was a team effort 
for David, Amelianna, Michael, and Johnny G., ages 6, 3, 8, 
and 10, Utah, USA. Everyone had a part to play and a block 
to contribute!

Max and Alice B., 
both age 5, go to 
church in Wales. 
Their favorite part 
of conference was 
sustaining the 
prophet and then 
singing “We Thank 
Thee, O God, for a 
Prophet.” They felt 
happy and tingly 
inside because 
they love President 
Monson so much.

My favorite 
talk was  

by Elder 
Clayton. I 
liked his story 
about the girl 
who survived. 

I thought that was really cool that 
she walked so far and was so 
young. The girl looked around  
and saw a light. Elder Clayton 
related that to the gospel. It is  
kind of like looking for the  
iron rod.
Simon S. age 8, Pennsylvania, USA

CONFERENCE EDITION !

6 F r i e n d

“Elder Bednar,”  
by Tyler A., age 6,  

North Carolina, USA

https://www.lds.org/general-conference/2015/04/choose-to-believe?lang=eng
https://www.lds.org/general-conference/2015/04/choose-to-believe?lang=eng


Daniella L., age 10, Idaho, USA

I liked Elder 
Renlund’s 

talk. It had 
interesting 
stories in it. I 
liked one of 
his sayings: 

“If we don’t try, we’re just latter-
day sinners; if we don’t persevere, 
we’re latter-day quitters; and if we 
don’t allow others to try, we’re just 
latter-day hypocrites. As we try, 
persevere, and help others to do 
the same, we are true Latter-day 
Saints.” I want to be better and 
keep living the gospel every day.
Shelby S., age 10, California, USA

President 
Uchtdorf’s 

talk on grace 
was my favorite. 
Before I listened 
to it, I didn’t 
know what 

God’s grace was or how it affects 
us. I learned that it is through grace 
that I can repent and become clean 
so that I can live with Him again 
as long as I have faith. I like how 
President Uchtdorf said that Satan 
has no lasting power. It makes me 
really happy to know that through 
God’s grace, I can overcome my 
weaknesses and become my  
best self!
Hunter S., age 11, Maryland, USA

Emma P., age 8, Nebraska, USA

 M a y  2 0 1 5  7

Tamyra, Tajanea, and Haley R., 
ages 11, 11, and 14, Texas, USA, 
watched the women’s session from 
the emergency room! Tamyra hurt 
her eye just before the broadcast,  
so their family grabbed the iPad  
and headed to the hospital. The 
three sisters said watching it made 
the time pass quickly. They even  
got to tell the doctor about 
President Eyring. 

https://www.lds.org/general-conference/2015/04/latter-day-saints-keep-on-trying?lang=eng
https://www.lds.org/general-conference/2015/04/latter-day-saints-keep-on-trying?lang=eng
https://www.lds.org/general-conference/2015/04/the-gift-of-grace?lang=eng
https://www.lds.org/general-conference/2015/04/the-gift-of-grace?lang=eng


Gabe wanted to be  
honest, but he didn’t 

want to get in trouble.
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By Lorena Moody
(Based on a true story)

Turn the page for an activity to go with this story!

“Let us walk honestly” (Romans 13:13).

Gabe was in the kitchen, but he could hear Mrs. 
Cole at the front door talking with Mom. “I don’t 

know how it happened! I just noticed little scratches 
all over my car door, and they weren’t there this 

morning.”
Gabe’s heart sank. He hadn’t meant to mess 

up Mrs. Cole’s car. He’d been playing in the dirt 
next to Mrs. Cole’s driveway. He was just draw-
ing in the dirt with a stick. But soon he found 
himself using the stick to draw lines up and 
down on the back door of the car, fascinated 

with how the tiny lines looked in the paint. He 
thought they’d go away if he just brushed over 

them with his hand—like the lines he made in the 
dirt—but they didn’t.

Gabe heard the door shut as Mom walked out-
side to see the scratches. He had to think fast—
there wasn’t much time.
He ran upstairs to his room, shut the door, and 

plopped onto his bed. He closed his eyes and felt his 
heart thumping. Slowly he lifted his head. He glanced 
at the photo of Grandma on his bookcase. He was 
glad she didn’t know what he had done. Grandma 
was always honest and had taught him to be honest 
too. When she was young, she decided she would 
never tell a lie so that others would always believe 
her.

Slowly Gabe slid off the bed and walked over 
to Grandma’s picture. He wanted to be someone 

people could believe too. He pulled out his jar 
of coins. He’d been doing extra chores to earn 

money for a toy he really wanted. If he told the truth, 
he’d have to give up the money he’d saved to help fix 
the car.

Gabe wanted to be honest, but he didn’t want to 
get in trouble. He didn’t want Mom and Mrs. Cole to 
be mad at him. Besides, no one had seen him scratch 
the car. He could just say he didn’t know what hap-
pened. But that thought made him squirm inside. 
He knew that even though no one had seen him, 
Heavenly Father and Jesus knew. He couldn’t lie to 
Them. He didn’t want to lie to Them.

He slowly walked down the stairs to the front door. 
He heard his mom outside asking his older brother 
if he knew what had happened to the car. Gabe 
straightened his shoulders and stepped outside.

Mom turned as he walked toward her. “Gabe? Do 
you know how Mrs. Cole’s car got scraped up?”

Gabe took a deep breath and said, “I did it. I’m 
sorry. I didn’t mean to hurt your car.”

Mom put her hand on Gabe’s shoulder. “Thank you 
for being honest,” she said quietly.

She turned to Mrs. Cole and said, “We’re so sorry 
Gabe scraped up your car. We’ll pay for the damage.”

“I’ll help earn the money,” Gabe said quickly.
He thought about the hard-earned money in the jar 

on his dresser. He wished he’d never picked up that 
stick. But he also felt relieved. It hadn’t been easy, but 
he had been honest! Gabe knew Grandma would be 
proud. And Heavenly Father would be happy too. ◆
The author lives in West Virginia, USA.
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https://www.lds.org/scriptures/nt/rom/13.13?lang=eng#12
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Getting Back on Track
Have you ever used a compass to help find your 

way? The needle of a compass always points north. 
Repentance is like using a compass. Just like a compass 
helps us find our way again, when we repent we can get 
back on track on our path to Heavenly Father.

You can make your own floating compass!

Family Fun Time
Read “Honest Gabe” (page 8). Repentance isn’t just for big sins. It’s something we should do every day to 

help us with small sins, mistakes, and bad habits. When we repent, we ask Heavenly Father to help us do 
better next time. Repenting reminds us how much Heavenly Father loves us.

Be sure to get an adult’s help with this craft and recipe.

2.  Pour some water 
into a bowl.

3.  Set a plastic milk- or water-
bottle lid flat-side down on the 
water and carefully balance the 
needle on top. Wait for the lid to 
stop moving and for the needle 
to point north.

1.  Hold a needle in one hand 
and slide a bar magnet 
down the needle. Don’t 
slide the magnet back and 
forth. Just slide it in one 
direction about 30 times. If 
your needle is magnetized, 
it should be able to pick up 
a small pin.

1.  Put the milk, rice, and salt in a pot and bring to a boil 
over medium-high heat, stirring constantly.

2.  Turn heat to low, cover, and simmer for 15–20 minutes, 
stirring occasionally, until the rice is cooked through.

3.  Take the pot off the heat and stir in the sugar and  
vanilla. Serve hot or chilled with fresh fruit.

Rice Pudding
4 1/2 cups milk
1 cup uncooked white rice
1/8 teaspoon salt

1/3 cup sugar
1/4 teaspoon vanilla
fresh fruit (optional)
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“I want my  
life to be as 

clean as  
earth right  
after rain.”

—“When I Am Baptized,”  
Children’s Songbook, 103

 M a y  2 0 1 5  11

https://www.lds.org/music/library/childrens-songbook/when-i-am-baptized?lang=eng
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What It Means to Be a 
“I belong to The Church of Jesus Christ of  
Latter-day Saints” (Children’s Songbook, 77).

Your turn!” Monica said to Kami.
Kami listened to the beat of the ropes  

hitting the pavement.
“One, two, one, two, annnnd jump!”
Kami leaped between the ropes, raising one  

foot and then the other. Double Dutch was  
one of her favorite things to do during recess.

“Hey, Kami!”
Kami turned around to see her friend,  

Chelsea, waving her over.
“Hey! I was wondering where you were,”  

Kami said with a grin. But her smile faded when  
she saw Chelsea’s face. Her friend looked sad.

“Can you come here really quick?”
“Yeah! What’s wrong?” Kami asked, jogging over.
Chelsea took a deep breath and stared at her shoes. 

“I just wanted to let you know I can’t come over after 
school today. My mom said we can’t spend so much 
time together.”

“What? Why?”
“Um . . . ’cause you’re Mormon.”
Kami felt her mouth fall open. She didn’t know what 

to say. Chelsea had been coming over to Kami’s house a 
lot lately to work on school projects.

“My mom’s worried I might learn some things from 
you that our family doesn’t agree with,” Chelsea said.

Kami felt like she was frozen in place.
“I guess I’d better go,” Chelsea said and walked away.
Kami sat down and picked at the grass for the rest 

of recess. When she got home, she told Mom what 
happened.

“Is there something wrong with being Mormon?” 
Kami asked.

Mom paused for a minute. “Do you think there’s 
something wrong with being Mormon?”

Kami thought about it. “No. I mean, we believe in 
following Jesus and helping others. How can Chelsea’s 
parents not like that?”

“Well, I think sometimes people don’t understand 
what we believe,” Mom said. “They don’t know what it 
means to be a member of the Church.”

What does it mean to be a member of the Church? 
Kami thought as she drifted off to sleep that night.

The next day was a field trip, and her whole class  
was excited as they stood in line in front of the bus.

Kami groaned when she heard the seating  
assignments. She wanted to sit by Monica, and instead 
she had to sit by her teacher in the front seat! But soon IL
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https://www.lds.org/music/library/childrens-songbook/the-church-of-jesus-christ?lang=eng
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What It Means to Be a Member
Mrs. Weir started talking to her, and Kami’s bad mood 
didn’t last long.

“I’ve noticed that many of the children in my  
classes who are Mormon are good students,” Mrs.  
Weir said. Kami blinked in surprise. She had  
expected her teacher to talk about school stuff, not  
this. “Will you tell me a little about your religion?”

Kami told Mrs. Weir the full name of the Church. She 
told her about when she was baptized and about going 
to Primary. Mrs. Weir had a few questions about 
what Kami could eat and drink and what she 
believed about God. Kami did her best to 
answer. She even remembered some 
lines from the article of faith she 
was memorizing.

Later that afternoon Kami 
ran through her front 
door, excited to tell 

Mom all about the 
conversation.

“I’m proud 
of you,  

 

Kami!” 
Mom said. 
“And guess 
what? By 
being a good 
example, you’re 
helping Mrs. Weir 
learn something 
really important. Do 
you know what?”

Kami smiled and nodded. Chelsea’s mom didn’t 
know it yet, but Kami’s teacher was noticing.

“I’m teaching her what it means to be a member of 
The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints!” ◆
The author lives in Utah, USA.
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By Tina Dean
(Based on a true story)

Part of being a  
member means being 

kind to everyone.

What could 
Kami and her 

teacher have to 
talk about?

No matter what  
they believe!
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Lost on Holiday
One Easter holiday I went  

to Scotland with my  
mum, my two sisters, and my 
grandparents. We stayed in a 
caravan just a few 
metres away from a 
large field with trees 

and some friendly horses. Every day my sisters and 
I would go and feed the horses. It was fun. Mum 
didn’t mind because she could see us and knew we 
were safe.

One day, though, I went on my own to the play 
area, which was quite far from our caravan. Mum 
had told me to never go there on my own, but I 
went anyway.

When I finished playing, I started back towards 
the caravan, but I didn’t know which way to go. All 
the caravans looked the same. I walked all over the 
place but could not find my way; every way seemed 
to be a dead end with bushes. What I did not know 
was that my mum and granddad were looking all 
over for me and getting worried.

After a while I was very frightened, so I thought 
to myself, I should pray to my Heavenly Father. After 
I finished my prayer, I knew I had to go through the 
bushes. I pushed through them and could see the 
trees up ahead and knew that was where the field 
and horses were. I knew I was near the caravan and 
ran as fast as I could. I said another prayer thanking 
my Heavenly Father for showing me the way back.

When I got back, my mum and granddad were 
still looking for me. They were so pleased to see me. 
They hugged me, and I told them what happened. 
They were cross because I had gone away but very 
happy I had prayed when I was lost and afraid. ◆
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By Kai G., age 7, England

A caravan is like 
a camper or RV.
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Women of Faith
By Carolyn Colton

1.  By thinking quickly and being brave, I saved my baby 
brother from being killed by the Pharaoh. My brother’s 
name was Moses. (See Exodus 2:2–10; Numbers 26:59.)

2.  I was a powerful judge and prophetess who helped the 
Israelites by teaching them to trust in God. With my help 
they beat the Canaanites in battle. (See Judges 4.)

3.  When I was very old and pregnant with my first child, my 
cousin Mary came to visit me. I felt my baby jump for joy 
inside me. I was filled with the Holy Ghost, and I knew that 
Mary would give birth to Jesus. (See Luke 1:39–44.)

4.  I lived at the same time as Jesus, and I was His disciple. I 
helped the poor and loved to serve others. The Apostle 
Peter raised me from the dead. (See Acts 9:36–41.)

5.  I lived in Jerusalem with my husband and children. When 
God told my husband we needed to leave, I believed, and we 
obeyed. I helped lead my family through the wilderness and 
over the ocean to the promised land. (See 1 Nephi 2:2–5.)

6.  I was a servant in King Lamoni’s house. I had a testimony of 
Jesus because of a vision my father had. I shared my tes-
timony with lots of people, even though I was scared. (See 
Alma 19:16–17.)
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Many women in the scriptures had faith in Heavenly Father that helped them do wonderful things. Can you match 
their names with what they did? If you need help, turn to the scripture verses.  

Check your answers on page 48.

a. Sariah

b. Elisabeth

c. Dorcas  
(also called Tabitha)

d. Abish

e. Miriam

f. Deborah

https://www.lds.org/scriptures/ot/ex/2.2-10?lang=eng#1
https://www.lds.org/scriptures/ot/num/26.59?lang=eng#58
https://www.lds.org/scriptures/ot/judg/4?lang=eng
https://www.lds.org/scriptures/nt/luke/1.39-44?lang=eng#38
https://www.lds.org/scriptures/nt/acts/9.36-41?lang=eng#35
https://www.lds.org/scriptures/bofm/1-ne/2.2-5?lang=eng#1
https://www.lds.org/scriptures/bofm/alma/19.16-17?lang=eng#15
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Cody & theCampout
By Jessica Larsen

(Based on a true story)

“As I have loved you, love one another” (Children’s  
Songbook, 136).

Thomas ran through the house looking for Dad. His 
Scout patrol meeting started in 10 minutes, and he 

needed help tying his neckerchief.
“Dad! Can you help me?” Thomas pointed at his neck-

erchief. But Dad was busy talking on the phone.
“Of course Cody can join our patrol,” Thomas heard 

Dad say. “In fact, we have a campout next weekend.” 
Dad talked some more, then smiled and hung up.

“Who was that?” Thomas asked.
“You know Cody from school? That was his dad. 

Cody’s going to join our den and come on the campout 
next weekend.”

Going on overnight campouts was Thomas’s favorite 
part of being an 11-year-old Scout, and he liked Cody. 
But he was confused about one thing. “But Cody doesn’t 
go to our church.”

“I know,” Dad said. “Cody’s church doesn’t do Scouts, 
so he wants to join our patrol.”

But everybody in our patrol is from our ward, Thomas 
thought. How would Cody fit in?

Before the campout, everyone met up at the Church 
building. “Hi,” Cody said to Thomas. The boys talked for 
a bit, and then Cody said, “I brought a two-person tent. 
Wanna share it with me?” Thomas grinned and said yes. 
Soon the Scouts set off for the mountains. When they got 
there, the boys ran off to set up their tents.

“Ready?” Thomas called to Cody.
“Ready!” The two boys pushed the tent poles into the 

ground. Their tent rose up and made a long shadow. 
“That was easy,” Cody said. “Race you to the river!” Cody 
bolted away, and Thomas followed behind.

Cody took a turn leading a hike and lighting the camp-
fire. He liked exploring and was really friendly. Thomas 
was glad Cody got along with the group so well.

At dinner that night, Cody and Thomas grabbed their 
tinfoil dinners and joined the other patrol members at the 
picnic table. “Brother Wilson, will you say the prayer?” 
Dad asked one of the other leaders.

Thomas folded his arms and looked over at Cody. He 
wasn’t sure how Cody prayed at his church. But Cody 
bowed his head too and said “amen” at the end—just like 
everybody else.

“Why did your dad call him ‘Brother Wilson’?” Cody 
whispered. “Is he really his brother?”

“It’s because we’re all children of Heavenly Father,” 
Thomas explained. “Do you pray the same way we do?”

Cody smiled. “We use some different words, but it’s 
mostly the same.”

Pretty soon it was time for s’mores around the camp-
fire. “Now we’ll have Cody give the spiritual thought for 
tonight,” Dad said.

Thomas was surprised, but Cody gave him a 
thumbs-up as he walked to the front of the group. 
“Thanks for letting me come,” Cody said. “I was a little 
nervous at first, but you’ve all been really nice. I’m going 
to share one of my favorite scriptures.”

Cody read, “A new commandment I give unto you, 
That ye love one another; as I have loved you” ( John 
13:34). Thomas recognized the scripture. “I go to a differ-
ent church than you guys, but we all show that we love 
God in the same way—we love each other. Thanks for 
being my friends!”

Dad stood and thanked Cody. “Now let’s sing ‘Love 
One Another’ to finish our evening,” he said. Cody lis-
tened and smiled while the group sang.

“Nice song,” he said as he crawled into their tent. “It 
was just like my scripture!”

Thomas smiled and climbed into his sleeping bag. 
Cody and I might go to different churches, he thought, 
but we can still be great friends. ◆
The author lives in Arizona, USA.
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https://www.lds.org/music/library/childrens-songbook/love-one-another?lang=eng
https://www.lds.org/music/library/childrens-songbook/love-one-another?lang=eng


“Each of us can develop brotherly  
kindness at home, at school, at work,  
or at play.”
Elder Russell M. Nelson of the Quorum 
of the Twelve Apostles  
“These . . . Were Our Examples,” Ensign, Nov. 1991, 61.IL
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Cody didn’t  
go to our church.
Could he still fit  

in with our  
group?
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https://www.lds.org/general-conference/1991/10/these-were-our-examples?lang=eng


F R I E N D S  W H O  C A R E

A Pig for Courtney
From an interview by McKelle George

I Wanted to Help
Just before the county fair, I found out that 
Courtney was sick with cancer. My neighborhood 
decided to have a garage sale to raise money for 
her treatments. When I saw everyone else working 
so hard, I wanted to do my part, but I didn’t have 
any money to give.

The Day of the Fair
I decided to use the money from 
selling my pig at the fair to help 
Courtney. When the day of 
the fair came, I was a little sad 
because at first my pig wasn’t 
raising much money. But when 
people at the fair heard that the 
money was for Courtney, they 
wanted to pitch in.

My Three Little Pigs
I had three pigs—Oreo, Lightning, and Rosie.  
I took care of them since they were babies. I 

loved giving them marshmallows, taking them for 
walks on leashes, and spending time with them.  

I was planning to sell one of my pigs at the 
county fair to help save up for my goal to  

become a veterinarian.

We Helped
I got to give the money from my pig to the garage sale 
fundraiser. By the end of the fundraiser, we had helped 
raise a lot of money for Courtney’s treatments.

18 F r i e n d

Hi, I’m Matilyn!
When I found out that a little girl in my ward named 

Courtney had cancer, I wanted to help her. I have a little 
brother the same age as Courtney, and I knew I would be 

sad if my brother was going through what she is. So I found 
a way to raise some money for her treatments!
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You Can Make a Difference
One of my favorite scripture stories is the parable of the Good 
Samaritan. The Savior taught that we can always do something 
to help the people around us. I was happy I could help in my little 
way. You’re never too young to help! No matter how old you are, 
you can make a difference.

HOW YOU CAN HELP
•  If you know someone with cancer, be a good 

friend. Listen to them. Give them a hug. Sur-
prise them with something special you made.

•  Pay tithing and fast offerings! Bishops can 
use fast offering money to help people in 
their ward pay for treatments.

 M a y  2 0 1 5  19

Courtney’s Courage
Courtney is done with cancer treatments, but she goes back 
for tests to make sure she’s still healthy. Her hair is growing 
back, and she loves having more energy. She always has 
a good attitude and a smile. Courtney and her family are 
grateful for how much Heavenly Father has blessed them.

GIVE US A HAND!
How do you follow Jesus by 
helping others? Trace your 
hand, and send us your story 
and photo, along with your 
parent’s permission. Find out 

how on page 48.
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A Good Night’s Sleep
The Lord tells us that when we take care of our bodies 
we “shall run and not be weary, and shall walk and not 
faint” (D&C 89:20). Take this quiz to make sure you’re 
getting the rest you need!

You’re falling asleep at 
school and your friend offers 
you an energy drink to help 
you wake up. Do you take it?

Energy drinks will only 
keep you awake for a 
little while. They are 
harmful because they 
contain lots of caffeine 
and sugar.

You decide to get more sleep 
tonight. Depending on your 
age, your body needs 9–12 
hours of sleep each night.

All these activities can be fun, 
but it can be hard on your 
body. If you’re always tired, talk 
to a parent about doing just 
one or two activities.

You need to give your-
self time every day to 
be with your family and 
to rest and relax.

After school you have soc-
cer, dance, and art class—it’s 
exhausting. Do you quit some 
after-school activities?

Watching TV and 
playing on a phone or 
computer before bed 
keeps your mind too 
active and makes it 
harder to sleep. Turn 
off the digital devices 
at least an hour before 
bedtime, and do things 
that calm your mind.

Your mind needs 
to relax before 
you go to bed!

It’s almost time for bed. 
Do you start playing a 
computer game?

You might have a good 
time, but you’ll get home 
late. Cramming for a test 
isn’t a good way to study, 
and you won’t get the 
sleep you need to do well.

Studying and getting 
lots of sleep will help 
you do your best on 
your test!

Your friend invites you 
to a movie on a school 
night. But you know you 
need to study for a math 
test. Do you go?
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YES NO

NO YES

YES

NO

NO

YES
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https://www.lds.org/scriptures/dc-testament/dc/89.20?lang=eng#19
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MOTHER.MOTHER.

Elder M. Russell Ballard of the 

Quorum of the Twelve  

Apostles, “Mothers and Daugh-

ters,” Ensign, May 2010, 19.

“LOOK to your

Learn from her 
STRENGTHS, her COURAGE, 

and her FAITHFULNESS.”
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d 
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!

Quick Bites
Spread peanut butter on a 

wheat tortilla, and sprinkle 

with cinnamon and sugar. 

Roll up and slice into 

sections.

SPRINGTIME 
SPROUTS
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GIVE US A HAND!
So far, you’ve sent us 4843 

stories about caring and 

helping.

Natalie S., age 11, 

Texas, USA

Go to page 48 to find 

out how to send us your 

“helping handprint”!

“I will do those things on 
the Sabbath that will help 
me feel close to Heavenly 
Father and Jesus Christ.”

—My Gospel Standards

What do you do on the 
Sabbath to feel close 
to Heavenly Father and 
Jesus Christ? ?

Grow your own carrots in a bottle 

and watch what happens above 

and below the soil! Be sure to get 

an adult’s help.

1.  Ask an adult to help you cut off 

the top of a clear plastic 2-liter 

bottle.

2.  Fill the bottle with potting soil. 

Leave about 2 inches (5 cm) of 

space at the top.

3.  Sprinkle a packet of carrot 

seeds evenly across the soil, 

cover them with a thin layer of 

soil, and pat the soil down.

4. Pour in a little water, just 

enough to make the soil damp.

5.  Put your carrots in a sunny 

place, keep them well watered, 

and watch what happens!

https://www.lds.org/general-conference/2010/04/mothers-and-daughters?lang=eng
https://www.lds.org/general-conference/2010/04/mothers-and-daughters?lang=eng


By Angela Westover Hunter
(Based on a true story)

“He that is baptized in my name, to him will the 
Father give the Holy Ghost” (2 Nephi 31:12).

“OK, Mom, I’m ready to go to my interview,” 
Jacob said, walking out of his  

room. He wore his church shirt, nice pants, and his tie 
knotted backward.

“Did you do your tie by yourself?” 
Mom asked.

“Yeah, I found the instructions 
in the back of my Cub Scout 
book. But it doesn’t look quite 
right.”

Mom knelt down and helped Jacob 
turn his tie around, then gave him a hug.
“Mom, why do I need an interview before I 

get baptized?” Jacob asked as they drove to the 
church.

“Well, part of the bishop’s job is to make sure you’re 
getting baptized for the right reasons, not just because you 

turn eight or your friends are getting baptized.”
When they got to the church, Jacob jumped out of the car, ran inside, 

and sat down to wait in the foyer. In a few minutes Bishop Simmons 
came out of his office.

“Hey, Jacob. Looks like it’s your turn.” Bishop Simmons shook Jacob’s 
hand and led him into the office. “Nice tie.”

Jacob smiled and sat down across from the bishop.
“So, Jacob, you’re getting ready to be baptized.”
“Yup! I can’t wait.”
Bishop Simmons grinned. “Glad to hear it. It’s an im-

portant step to get back to Heavenly Father. So let’s 
talk about why you want to become a member of The 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints.”

“Well, I like that we have a living prophet and the 
Book of Mormon,” Jacob answered. “We talked about it 
at home, and I prayed about it too.”

“How did you feel when you prayed about it?”
Jacob twisted his tie around his finger. “It felt right. I 

want to get baptized like Jesus.”
Bishop Simmons pointed at the picture of Jesus on 
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Jacob’s 
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Baptism 
Interview

https://www.lds.org/scriptures/bofm/2-ne/31.12?lang=eng#11


“We covenant to take Christ’s name 
upon us . . . and serve Him to the end.”
Sister Carole M. Stephens,  
First Counselor in the Relief Society 
General Presidency  
“Do We Know What We Have?” Ensign, Nov. 2013, 12.

his wall. “Jesus is our very best example. Tell me about when 
He was baptized.”

Jacob’s feet swung as he talked. “Jesus asked John the 
Baptist to baptize Him. They went to the River Jordan, and 
Jesus went all the way under the water. That’s called immer-
sion. Jesus made Heavenly Father happy, and I want to be like 
Jesus.”

“I can tell you’ve been learning a lot about this. Have you 
learned what happens when you’re baptized?”

“Yup. I’ll be a member of the Church. And when I’m con-
firmed, I’ll get the gift of the Holy Ghost.”

Bishop Simmons nodded. “The Holy Ghost will help you 
your whole life. And whenever you do something wrong,  
you can repent and the Holy Ghost can help you do better.”

Jacob smiled. “Mom says the Holy Ghost is the best gift I’ll 
get this year.”

Bishop Simmons and Jacob talked for a 
few more minutes about Joseph Smith, 

the Book of Mormon, and choosing 
the right.

“Jacob, I think you’re 
ready to be baptized,” 

Bishop Simmons said as he 
stood up and shook Jacob’s hand. 
“Congratulations.”

Jacob ran out of the office  
grinning. “Mom, I’m ready!” ◆
The author lives in Utah, USA.
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Baptism 

We can be baptized because the priesthood 
was restored! Turn to page 44 to learn more.

https://www.lds.org/general-conference/2013/10/do-we-know-what-we-have?lang=eng


My Baptismal Covenant
By Tamara S. Larson
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* If you’ve already been baptized, you can change the words: “I made 
a sacred covenant on my baptism day. I promised Heavenly Father 
to follow in His way.” And “I gladly took upon me the name of Jesus 
Christ—and promised to remember His loving sacrifice.”

24 F r i e n d

I’ll make a sacred covenant
On my baptism day.
I’ll promise Heavenly Father
To follow in His way.*

I’ll follow Christ’s example,
Be honest, good, and true.
By serving others kindly,
I’ll do as He would do.

I’ll gladly take upon me
The name of Jesus Christ
And promise to remember
His loving sacrifice.



My Baptismal Covenant
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Watch a music video for “When Jesus Christ 
Was Baptized” at children.lds.org. Click on 
“Videos and Music.”

By keeping the commandments,
I’ll learn the ways of God
And stand up as His witness
At home and far abroad.

Then as I keep my covenant,
I know I will be blessed.
The Holy Ghost will guide me
All through my earthly test.

And when I make wrong choices,
I know I can repent.
The sweet peace of forgiveness
Returns then, heaven-sent.

https://www.lds.org/children/music/music-videos?lang=eng#when-jesus-christ-was-baptized
https://www.lds.org/children/music/music-videos?lang=eng#when-jesus-christ-was-baptized
http://children.lds.org
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Hidden Picture
By David Helton

As a Mother’s Day surprise, this family decided to give Mom a great big “Thank You!” Can 
you find the things hidden in the picture? Color it when you’re done.



FLOWERS for Mother’s Day
Make a whole bouquet of daffodils for your mom, grandma, or another special person!  
Be sure to get an adult’s help.

1. Trace the flower shape onto two different colors of yellow, orange, or white 
paper. Trace the long piece onto one of the papers. You can also print  
copies of the template at friend. lds. org on colored paper.
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2. Cut out the shapes. Glue one flower 
on top of the other so all the petals 
show.

3. Fold along the solid lines on the 
rectangle. Cut the dotted lines. Glue 
one end over the other to make a 
tube.

4.  Glue the wide tabs to the center of 
the flower.

5.  Gently push down on the fringe so it 
sticks out.
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6.  Tape a plastic straw to the back of 
the flower.

http://friend.lds.org


SMILES  
& Sego Lilies

Rachel thought  
of the perfect  
surprise for Mama.

“The world wants daily little kindly deeds” (Hymns, no. 230).

Hush, little baby, don’t say a word,” Mama sang to 
baby Charlie. The harsh wind howled and blew 

red dirt through the cracks of the one-room log cabin. 
Rachel’s whole family couldn’t fall asleep that night. The 
clock hands pointed straight up to midnight as Papa got 
up to start a fire and Mama gazed at the dark sky out the 
window. Rachel closed her eyes tight and tried to fall 
asleep. Then she heard her mother whisper to her father.

“Look at all this dirt. I miss the green grass and pretty 
flowers at our old home,” she said. “Remember when I 
used to pin flowers to my dress? I miss that.”

Rachel missed the flowers at their old house too. 
Their new cabin didn’t have any flowers growing nearby. 
In fact, Rachel had noticed only a few little white flowers 
in all of southern Utah! Mama said they were called sego 
lilies. Maybe I can find one of those little white flowers 
tomorrow for Mama! she thought, just before falling 
asleep.

When sun shone through the window near Rachel’s 
bed, she knew it was time to get up. She pulled on 
her dress and tied a ribbon in her hair. She swept the 
kitchen floor without being asked. 

 

“Thank you for your help, Rachel,” Mama said. “What 
would I do without you?”

While she did her chores that morning, Rachel tried to 
think of places she could find a flower for Mama. There 
has to be at least one flower out here, she thought. But I 
may have to look everywhere to find it.

She had just finished hanging clothes on the clothes-
line when she saw her friend Sarah walking toward her. 
Rachel told Sarah about her plan. With their bonnets tied 
under their chins, they searched everywhere for some-
thing beautiful.

They looked under the wagon. Nothing. They 
searched through the sagebrush. Nothing. They looked 
near the edge of the stream. Still nothing.

“Maybe we can find something over there.” Rachel 
pointed to the field her father was plowing.

The girls walked toward the field. Rachel ran her eyes 
along the edge from one sagebrush bush to the next. 
Suddenly she spotted a small white flower. It had three 
white petals and a purple center. Rachel gasped. It was a 
sego lily! “Look, Sarah!” she said. “Isn’t that pretty?”

Rachel gently picked the little flower from the red dirt 
and showed it to Sarah.

“It’s perfect!” Sarah said.
“Mama!” Rachel shouted as they ran toward the 

cabin. “Look what we found!”
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By Michele H. Mirabile
(Based on a true story)

https://www.lds.org/music/library/hymns/scatter-sunshine?lang=eng


Once my little brother and cousin were 
fighting over a toy train. Mom was busy, so I 
talked to them nicely and divided the train in 
half. They stopped fighting and were happy. 
I was happy because I had helped Mom 
and followed Jesus’s example by being a 
peacemaker.
Malia R., age 5, California, USA
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Mama looked up from washing clothes, and Rachel 
gave her the flower. “Now you have a beautiful flower to 
pin on your dress.”

“Oh, Rachel. It is beautiful!” her mother said. As she 
admired the delicate sego lily, tears came to her eyes. 
She pulled Rachel in for a tight hug. “Let’s put it in some 
water to keep it fresh.”

As she finished her chores, Rachel kept glancing up at 
the sego lily. She felt happy every time she looked at it.

In her prayer that night, Rachel thanked Heavenly 
Father for creating the beautiful flower to grow in the 
desert. She told Him how happy she was that she found 
it. Then she climbed into bed. When Papa kissed her 

goodnight, he said, “What a wonderful surprise, 
Rachel. You made your mother very happy.”

Then Mama smiled and kissed Rachel on the 
cheek. “Thank you for finding me a beauti-

ful flower. It reminded me that you’re the 
most precious gift of all.” ◆

The author lives in Utah, USA.
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Yeah. Let’s make 
daffodils for Mom!

Did you see the craft 
on page 27?
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Case #5: Your Photo

Dear De
tective

,

Last mo
nth you

 collec
ted  

informa
tion ab

out an 
old 

family 
picture

. This 
month 

you can
 find evid

ence ab
out 

a newer
 photo.

 Get a 
copy  

of a re
cent fa

mily ph
oto and

 

paste i
t in yo

ur evid
ence 

file. The
n label

 it wit
h all 

the inf
ormatio

n you c
an find 

out. Wh
o is in

 the ph
oto? 

How old
 are th

ey? Whe
re and 

when wa
s the p

hoto ta
ken? 

What el
se happ

ened on
  

that da
y?

What:

When:

Where:

Who:

Print more tags for your “sleuth kit” at friend.lds.org.
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Watch a music video for this song at children.lds.org. 

Click on “Videos and Music.”

Teach Me to Walk in the Light
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Teach Me to Walk in the Light
Words and music by

Clara W. McMaster

© 2015, 1989, 1958 by Intellectual Reserve, Inc. All rights reserved. 
This song may be copied for incidental, noncommercial church or home use.

This notice must be included on each copy made.

(Simplified)

http://children.lds.org
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The Bad-Mood 
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She wondered if Marsha would be angry about 
the card.

The next morning Kylie walked to the bus 
on jelly legs. She thought Marsha might yell 
at her. But when she looked 
up, Marsha gave her a big 
smile—something Kylie 
had never seen on her face 
before.

And then—even 
stranger—Marsha handed 
Kylie something. It was a 
postcard!

Kylie read the postcard on 
the bus ride to school.  
Dear Kylie, Thank you so much for 
the card! No one has ever been so 
kind before. It sounds like you have a 
nice family. I don’t have a family, 

Just then, Marsha yelled, “Boy in the blue shirt! 
Turn around and face forward!”

Kylie and Tanisha looked at each other and 
frowned. They used to tell each other jokes on 
the bus ride, but now they were afraid to—
Marsha might yell at them.

On the way home, Marsha yelled at a girl for 
talking too loud. Kylie didn’t say a word. When 
she got home, she sat down and put her head in 
her hands.

“Is something wrong?” Mom asked.
“I don’t know why our bus driver is so mean,” 

Kylie said. “Why does she hate everyone?”
“Maybe she feels sad,” Mom said. “Maybe she 

needs a friend.”
Kylie hadn’t thought of that, but it made sense. 

Anyone could become grumpy without friends.
Then Kylie had an idea. She got out some 

paper and folded a card. On the front she drew 

Kylie stepped onto the big yellow school bus, 
trying not to look right at Marsha, the bus 

driver. Marsha always gave Kylie a look that made 
her feel like a bug under someone’s shoes.

“Sit down and be quiet!” Marsha barked over 
her loudspeaker. Kylie slipped into a seat next to 
her best friend, Tanisha.

“Is she ever in a good mood?” Tanisha 
whispered to Kylie.

“I don’t know why she’s so mean,” Kylie 
whispered back.

By Erin Jones Price
(Based on a true story)

some flowers and wrote, “To Marsha.” On the 
inside of the card, she wrote:  
Dear  Marsha,  My name i s  Ky l ie .  I  have one 
s i ster  and  one brother .  I  l i ke  to  draw . 
Thanks  for  dr i v i ng  the bus  for  us !  
Love,  Ky l ie .

Kylie was nervous on the ride home the next 
day. Her hands shook as she pulled out the card. 
At her stop, Kylie handed Marsha the card, then 
ran out the door.

Kylie thought about it for the rest of the day. 
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but I do have three cats I rescued from the shelter. 
Thanks for thinking of me !  Love, Marsha.

Marsha didn’t say an angry word the  
entire ride.

“What’s that?” Tanisha asked, pointing to  
the postcard.

Kylie grinned. “A letter from my  
new friend!” ◆
The author lives in Utah, USA.
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You Found the Lost Sheep!
By Arie Van De Graaff

Jesus taught a parable about finding a lost sheep (see Luke 15). Now you can help find the sheep!

1. One “guesser” 
leaves the room 
while the others 
quietly decide 
which sheep is 
the “lost sheep.” 
Place a piece of 
candy or a small 
snack on each 
sheep. Call the 
guesser back in.

2. The guesser 
picks a piece 
of candy to eat 
and keeps going 
until he or she 
picks the lost 
sheep. Then the 
other players 
yell, “You found 
the lost sheep!” 
and that turn 
ends.

3. Take turns being 
the guesser.

Can you also find a ball cap, baseball, block, book, brush, camera, football, garden 
hoe, keys, phone, screwdriver, shoe, sippy cup, spatula, umbrella, and a wrench?

Find other fun activities at children.lds.org.

https://www.lds.org/scriptures/nt/luke/15?lang=eng
http://children.lds.org
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C O L O R I N G  P A G E

“God is watching over all”  
(Children’s Songbook, 228–29).
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Puzzle Pals

  

By Lara-Jill Jennings
(Based on a true story)

“Choo, choo. Here comes the train!” Luke drove the big black train across the 
floor and put it in the matching spot on the puzzle board.

“Vroom. This car goes fast!” James raced the police car to the puzzle board.
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Puzzle Pals

  

“Beep, beep. Watch 
out for the school 
bus!” Luke said.

James picked up 
an airplane and flew 
it toward the puzzle 
board. “Incoming!”

Uh-oh. Only one 
puzzle piece was left. 
What could Luke do?

Luke picked up the 
fire truck and held it 
out to James. “Let’s 
do the fire truck 
together,” he said. 
Luke and James made 
siren sounds as they 
finished the puzzle 
together. ◆
The author lives in Utah, USA.
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A Puzzle for You
These pictures got all mixed up! Point to where the fire truck should go.  

Where should the plane go? Where should the boat go?



F R I E N D  T O  F R I E N D

Scriptures for  

From an interview with Elder Marcus B. Nash of the Seventy; by Linda Davies Spencer and asked him how everything had gone while 
we were away.

He told me that he’d had a hard time sleeping. When I 
asked why he didn’t sleep well, he thought about it and 
said he did not know.

Later that evening our family began our nightly rou-
tine of reading the Book of Mormon together.

Suddenly Spencer exclaimed, “That’s it!” I asked what 
he was talking about. “That’s why I couldn’t sleep very 
well at night.”

“Why couldn’t you sleep?” I asked.
“We didn’t read the scriptures at night while you were 

gone, and I like how the scriptures make me feel.”
Spencer had learned that reading the scriptures every 

day brings us the comfort, peace, and guidance of the 
Holy Ghost.

We can learn to love the scriptures when we read 
them daily. When we do, we will be guided by the Holy 
Ghost and strengthened by our Heavenly Father. ◆

“I love to read the holy scriptures, And ev’ry time I do, I feel 
the Spirit start to grow within my heart” (Children’s Song-
book, 109).

When my wife and I were first married, President 
Spencer W. Kimball encouraged members of the 

Church to read the scriptures every day with their fam-
ilies. We wanted to follow the prophet, so we decided 
we would do that together as a couple and then with 
our future children.

Years later, our family had grown to five children, 
including our youngest, Spencer.

Once, when Spencer was six years old, my wife and I 
went away for just a few days and left the children with 
a babysitter. When we returned home, I sat down with 

Spencer
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https://www.lds.org/music/library/childrens-songbook/search-ponder-and-pray?lang=eng
https://www.lds.org/music/library/childrens-songbook/search-ponder-and-pray?lang=eng
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S C R I P T U R E  T I M E

By Jean Bingham

LEARN MORE
Read Luke 15:11–32 and see if you can 

find these words. (Hint: One of the words is 
in the chapter heading.) Find the definitions 
in the “Hidden Message” activity.

FAMILY TALK
Use the scripture figures on the inside back cover of the magazine to tell the story from Luke 
15:11–32. Then think about someone you know who has not been coming to church. How can you 
let them know you miss them? Talk about how your family can invite the person to go to church 
with you or do something kind to show your love for them.

Have you ever lost something special? Jesus told  
some parables, or stories, about finding something 

that was lost. One was about a man who had a son that 
didn’t want to wait for the money he would get when 
he was older. He took the money and left home. He did 
things that were wrong and spent his money foolishly.

When all of his money was gone, he felt sad about 
what he had done. He went home, hoping his father 
would forgive him. When the father saw his son coming 
back home, he was so happy that he ran to meet him 
and welcomed him with love. Even though the son had 
been disobedient, he was still precious to his father.

This parable teaches us that even when we do some-
thing wrong, Heavenly Father still loves us. We are pre-
cious to Him, and He will always welcome us back with 
joy when we repent and come back to Him.

IL
LU

ST
RA

TI
O

N
S 

BY
 B

RA
D 

TE
AR

E

We can follow in Jesus’s footsteps by looking for 
those who are far away from Heavenly Father, helping 
them return to Him, and welcoming them with love. ◆
The author lives in Utah, USA.

prodigal
riotous
famine
swine

husks
compassion
fatted calf
entreated

Learn about the  
New Testament  

together this year!

The Prodigal Son

https://www.lds.org/scriptures/nt/luke/15.11-32?lang=eng#10
https://www.lds.org/scriptures/nt/luke/15.11-32?lang=eng#10
https://www.lds.org/scriptures/nt/luke/15.11-32?lang=eng#10
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HIDDEN MESSAGE
Use the words from the “Learn More” section to fill in the crossword puzzle. When you’ve finished the 
puzzle, unscramble the letters in the colored boxes to find a hidden message! Check your answers on 
page 48 and in D&C 18:10.

SCRIPTURE TIP
The beginning of each chapter in the 

scriptures has a chapter heading. It tells what 
happens in that chapter. The chapter heading 
for Luke 15 lists three parables that Jesus gave 
to teach about finding people who have gone 
astray. Each parable in the chapter starts with 
a ¶ symbol to show where a new story begins. 
Can you find all three symbols?

Across
4.  wasteful
5.  wild and not keeping 

the commandments
6.  invited
8.  pigs

Down
1.  the best young animal raised for food
2.  wanting to help someone who is sick or in trouble
3.  when many people don’t have enough food to eat
7.  the dry covering of ears of corn

The _____________h of ____________ is ____________ in the ______g______ of God.
 1

6

5

7

8

2

4

3

https://www.lds.org/scriptures/dc-testament/dc/18.10?lang=eng#9
https://www.lds.org/scriptures/nt/luke/15?lang=eng
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42 F r i e n d

Mom! Dad!  
On Saturday  

can we . . .

 . . . go to the 
rocks and  
minerals 

show?

I really  
want to find a  

cool new rock for 
my collection.

Remember, 
we decided 

we’d spend this 
Saturday together. 

We could flip a 
coin, but if I lose, 

I’m gonna be 
really bored at 
the horse show.

I don’t think Mom 
would let us eat 

cupcakes all 
afternoon.

I’ve got 
an idea! 

. . . go to 
the horse 

show?

I could take my 
sketchpad to draw 

the horses.

But after our 
chores, we’ll 

only have time 
for one activity.

Why don’t you 
two work out a 

solution?

Matt Mandyand

Yeah, I feel the 
same about 

the rock show. 

. . . Hey! Let’s 
find something 
we both like to 

do!

That movie we’ve 
been wanting to 

see is at the dollar 
theater now.

Brilliant!
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Articles of Faith in Action

Memorization Tip
Article of Faith 6 lists callings that were restored 
when the Church was organized in the latter days. 
Remember to include “so forth” as the sixth thing in 
the list!

Article of Faith 6

Memorize Article of Faith 6.

Read Romans 12:4-5. (Hint: the word “office” 
can also mean “calling.”) Why do we need 
lots of different callings in the Church?

Why is it important that the Church has the 
same organization as in Jesus’s day? Talk 
about it with a family member or friend.

I challenge myself to . . .

President Monson inspires me to  
always help others and do what is 
right, even if it is hard. I want to be  
just like him and like Jesus Christ. I  
will follow the prophet!
Katrina H., age 11, Utah, USA

When Jesus Christ was on earth, 
He organized His Church with 
apostles, teachers, and other 
leaders to bless the members of 
the Church. The Church today 
is organized the same way the 
primitive, or earlier, Church 
was when Christ was on earth.

A pastor means a spiritual 
leader. Bishops are pastors in 
their wards. Evangelist is an-
other word for patriarch, or a 
priesthood holder called to give 
special blessings.

“We believe in the same or-
ganization that existed in the 
Primitive Church, namely, 
apostles, prophets, pastors, 
teachers, evangelists, and so 
forth.”

This Month’s
CHALLENGES

Print more cards at friend.lds.org.

https://www.lds.org/scriptures/nt/rom/12.4-5?lang=eng#3
http://friend.lds.org
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“When I am kind to others, my heart sings”  
(Children’s Songbook, 145).

Boys were mean. By the time I was in fifth 
grade, I knew that for sure. One time some 

boys stole my favorite umbrella and smashed the handle. 
Another time they chased me across the playground with 
spiders. They even made fun of the way I kicked and threw 
a ball. I did not like boys.

One rainy day, my class had to stay inside for recess. So 
I found a board game for my friends and me to play. As we 
set up the game, a boy named David walked over to us.

“Can I play too?” he asked.
I narrowed my eyes. My friends stared at him. I didn’t 

remember David being mean to me before, but that didn’t 

matter. He was still a boy.
“Don’t talk to us,” I said. I glanced at my 

friends. They nodded. So I called David a mean 
name.

My friends laughed. “This is a girls-only game,” one of 
them said.

“OK,” David mumbled. He frowned and walked away.
My friends finished setting up the game, still laughing. I 

looked over my shoulder and saw David sitting alone, read-
ing a book. He looked like he might cry.

I felt awful. I’d made David feel bad. For no reason. Just 
like those boys had made me feel with the umbrella and 
the spiders. Maybe boys weren’t the only ones who could 
be mean. And girls weren’t the only ones who got hurt. IL
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Better to Be Nice
By Kimberly Reid

(Based on a true story.)

Why should  
we let David  
play with us?  
He was a boy !

https://www.lds.org/music/library/childrens-songbook/a-special-gift-is-kindness?lang=eng
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“I don’t feel like playing anymore,” I told my friends.
I went back to my desk and put my head down. Why had 

I been so mean? Maybe I’d been afraid David would be like 
those boys who’d been mean to me before. But he wasn’t. 
And now I felt terrible. It would’ve been much better to be 
kind, like Jesus.

I closed my eyes and prayed. Heavenly Father, please 
forgive me. I don’t want to be mean like that again.

Over the next few days, I tried to remember that not all 
boys were mean. In fact, some of them were really nice. 
One boy in P.E. class even made sure the girls got as many 
turns with the soccer ball as the boys.

It took me a couple of days to get the courage to talk to 
David. I still felt so bad about everything! It wasn’t easy, but 

I finally talked to him during art time. I took a deep breath. 
“Nice drawing, David. I really like that horse.”

“Uh, thanks.” David barely looked up from his drawing. 
He probably thought I’d say something mean again.

So I smiled my nicest smile and kept talking as we 
worked. I hoped my friendliness showed I wasn’t really 
mean and that I was sorry for what I’d said before. By the 
end of art time, David was talking too. He even told some 
great jokes.

When I accidentally spilled paint on our table, he helped 
me clean it up. He didn’t get mad, even though some of it 
got on his paper.

David could have gotten mad or said something mean, 
like I’d done. But he didn’t. Being nice really was better. ◆
The author lives in Utah, USA.

Go to page 10 for 
an activity to learn 

more.

When we mess up,  
we can repent.



S P E C I A L  W I T N E S S

Adapted from “The Powers of Heaven,” Ensign, May 2012, 48–51.

THE RESTORATION OF THE PRIESTHOOD
After Jesus and His Apostles died, no one else held the 
priesthood on earth. Many years later the priesthood 
was restored in May 1829. John the Baptist ordained 
Joseph Smith and Oliver Cowdery to the Aaronic  
Priesthood on May 15, 1829. Peter, James, and John or-

dained them to the Melchizedek Priesthood soon 
after that.
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The priesthood is the authority  
of God delegated to men on earth  

to act in His name.

By Elder  
David A. Bednar
Of the Quorum of 
the Twelve Apostles
The members of the 
Quorum of the Twelve 
Apostles are special 
witnesses of  
Jesus Christ.

What does it mean to hold the 
PRIESTHOOD?

•  Worthy men and boys receive priesthood authority and are  
ordained to a specific office “by the laying on of hands by those 
who are in authority, to preach the Gospel and administer in the 
ordinances thereof” (Articles of Faith 1:5).

•  Men and boys do not need any special experience or education 
to receive priesthood authority. They do need to be worthy and 
willing to serve, bless, and strengthen others.

•  A priesthood holder can be blessed with priesthood power  
when he is faithful, obedient, diligent, and righteous. Someone  
who is disobedient, unworthy, or unwilling to serve will have no  
priesthood power.

•  Priesthood holders young and old need both authority and 
power—the necessary permission and the spiritual capacity to 
represent God.

https://www.lds.org/general-conference/2012/04/the-powers-of-heaven?lang=eng
https://www.lds.org/scriptures/pgp/a-of-f/1.5?lang=eng#4


Adapted from “The Powers of Heaven,” Ensign, May 2012, 48–51.
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A Lesson from My Father
A story from Elder Bednar’s life.

I learned a great lesson from my father about priesthood 
authority and power.
I grew up in a home with a faithful mother and a won-

derful father. My dad was not a member of our church but 
still came to Church meetings with our family. He coached 
our ward softball team and helped with Scout activities.

As a boy I asked my dad many times each week when 
he was going to be baptized. My father replied each time, 
“David, I will join the Church when I know it’s the right 
thing to do.”

One Sunday I asked my dad when he was going to be 
baptized. He just smiled and asked 
me a question. “David, your church 
teaches that the priesthood was 
taken from the earth anciently 
and has been restored by heavenly 
messengers. Why are so many of the men 
in your church no different about doing their 
priesthood duty than the men in my church?”

My mind went blank. I had no answer for my dad.
I knew that men who hold the priesthood should act 

differently than other men. Priesthood holders should not 
only receive priesthood authority but also be faithful and 
worthy to exercise God’s power.

I decided I never wanted to be a poor example to my 
father. I simply wanted to be a good boy. The Lord needs 
all of us who hold the priesthood to be honorable, virtu-
ous, and good boys at all times and in all places.

A number of years later, my father was baptized. I had 
the opportunity to confer upon him the Aaronic and the 
Melchizedek priesthoods. One of the great experiences of 
my life was seeing my dad receive the authority and the 
power of the priesthood. ◆

5 FACTS ABOUT ELDER BEDNAR
Born on June 15, 1952, in Oakland, California
Played quarterback on his high school football team
Served a mission in Germany
Was president of Brigham Young University–Idaho
Ordained an Apostle in October 2004

https://www.lds.org/general-conference/2012/04/the-powers-of-heaven?lang=eng


This is a picture of a lizard we saw 
outside the library. I love learning 
new things about Heavenly Father’s 
creations.
Audrey F., age 9, Florida, USA

Through Your Eyes
P . S .   .   .   .

48 F r i e n d

Please send your submission to:  Friend Magazine
 50 E. North Temple St., Rm. 2432
 Salt Lake City, UT 84150-0024
 Or email: friend@ldschurch.org

The following information and permission must be included:

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
First and last name

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Age                   State/Province, Country

I give my permission to The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints to use my 
child’s submission and photo on the Church websites and social media platforms as 
well as for Church reports, print products, video, publications, and training materials.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Signature of parent or legal guardian

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Email of parent or legal guardian

Funstuff Answers
Page 15: 1, e; 2, f; 3, b; 4, c; 5, a; 6, d
Page 41: Across: 4, prodigal;  

5, riotous; 6, entreated; 8, swine; 
Down: 1, fatted calf; 2, compas-
sion; 3, famine; 7, husks; worth; 
souls; great; sight

VISIT  
friend. lds. org!

• Play games and  
watch videos.

• Read the Friend  
online.

How to Write to the Friend
To send us a letter, drawing, poem, or photograph . . .

1.  Fill out the form below and  
include it with your submission.

2.  Include a school photo or  
high-quality snapshot.

3. We might edit  
your submission for length  

or clarity, and we  
can’t return it to you.

4.  You must be at least  
three years old to send  
us a submission.

Hidden CTR Rings
Did you find the rings?  
Look on pages 33  
and 27. The April Level  
3 ring was on page 11.

The Last Laugh

Sure, I helped! I  
carried it in here.
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N E W  T E S T A M E N T  S C R I P T U R E  F I G U R E S

The Prodigal Son
Luke 15:11–32

Glue this page to heavy paper or cardboard. Then cut out the 
figures and attach them to craft sticks or paper bags. Store in an 

envelope with the scripture reference attached to the front.

Print more copies at friend. lds. org.

Father Younger Son Older Son

https://www.lds.org/scriptures/nt/luke/15.11-32?lang=eng#10
http://friend.lds.org


Repentance: Everyone makes mistakes. Read “Honest Gabe” 
(page 8) and do the object lesson on page 10 to talk about repen-
tance. Share the story of “The Prodigal Son” on page 40 and the 
scripture figures on the inside back cover. How can you show love for 
those who are trying to repent?

Family History Mystery: Use your detective skills to 
uncover clues about your family history (page 30). Choose a family 
photo. Who’s in the picture? What are they doing? Add the info to 
your detective file. If you need more file labels, visit friend. lds. org.

Baptism: Is anyone in your family preparing for baptism? Use the 
poem on page 24 to talk about the ordinance. Read “Jacob’s Baptism 
Interview” (page 22). Talk about what you can do to honor your cov-
enants. There’s also a poster on page 11!

Missionary Work: With your family, act out “What It Means 
to Be a Member” (page 12) and “Cody and the Campout” (page 16). 
What do these stories teach us about being missionaries and good 
examples? What missionary goals does your family have?

Topics in This 
Issue
Accountability 8, 44
Baptism 11, 22, 24
Charity 12, 16, 18, 

36, 40
Courage 32, 44
Family history 30
Forgiveness 32, 40
Friendship 16, 18, 36
General conference 

2, 3, 4, 6
Honesty 8
Kindness 44
Missionary work 12
Motherhood 21, 26, 

27, 28
Obedience 31, 40
Prayer 14, 35
Priesthood 46
Repentance 8, 10, 

11, 40, 44
Scriptures 15, 39, 

40, 43, 49
Service 18, 28

Family Home Evening Ideas

Many countries celebrate Mother’s 
Day this month, which makes it a great 
time to encourage children to ex-
press gratitude for the women in their 
lives. You can use the matching game 
on page 15 to start a conversation 
about the faithful women you know. 
Then read “Smiles and Sego Lilies” 
(page 28). Help children make a flower 
for someone special using the instruc-
tions on page 27.
Happy Mother’s Day!
The Friend
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Order the 
Friend at 

store. lds. org!
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CO N N E C T I O N
Look for the colored diamonds 
on the table of contents to find 

stories and activities that  
support Primary this month!

Find more teaching resources  
at lessonhelps.lds.org.
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