
42 F r i e n d

A Visit from  
John the Baptist

S C R I P T U R E  S T O R I E S

One day Joseph Smith 
and Oliver Cowdery had 
a question. What was the 
right way to be baptized? 
They prayed to know the 
answer.
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An angel came. It was John the 
Baptist. He had baptized Jesus. He 

told them that they needed the 
priesthood to baptize people.

John blessed Joseph and Oliver. 
He gave them the priesthood. 
Now they could baptize people 
the way Jesus was baptized.
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Joseph baptized Oliver in the 
river. Then Oliver baptized 
Joseph. Later, many others 
were baptized too.
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Because Heavenly Father answered Joseph Smith’s prayer, the  
priesthood is back on earth! I can be baptized like Jesus was. ●

See Come, Follow Me for Doctrine and Covenants 12–13; 
Joseph Smith—History 1:66–75.


