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Fun Cleaning the Church
; ; read “Dylan’s Saturday Surprise”

| I in the June 2012 issue of the
Friend. It made me excited to clean
the church. Last Saturday was my
family’s turn to clean. I went to bed
early on my own the night before

and woke up before my daddy on
Saturday because I was so excited to clean. I had a good

day cleaning with my daddy at the church. It was fun.
Gracie F., age 6, Texas, USA

An Unexpected Example

'm 12 years old, and I just read the
April 2013 Friend. The story I read
is “An Unexpected Test.” I really like
how the girl chose the right and
obeyed the commandments.
Louis R., age 12, Arizona, USA

My Favorite Friend

love to read books. My favorite
1 book is the Friend. I enjoy reading
the stories and finding the CTR ring.
I spend most of my time reading the
Friend. 1 learn more from it every

day. 'm thankful for the Friend and
glad we have it.

Brooke P., age 8, Arizona, USA

b e

How | Read the Friend

During Christmastime I love reading the Friend under
the lights of the Christmas tree before bed with my

mom and dad. It really helps me feel the true spirit of
Christmas!

Parker P., age 5, California, USA
0 '

Dear ﬁfehaks )

Planning this month's Friend .wcusfhke
pocking a surprise pockoge just .or
you! Inside you'll find a song to smg’:,
a recipe to make, a program tohpt;
on, and an advent co\endo.r to he ;z)n
ou count the days till Christmas.

: os 34-35 you'l find a story ob.out
?Nc:'\?}t Jesus did when He was a child.

We hope this month’s Friend will he\p. t
you think about the Savior Jesus Chris
and celebrate His birth!

Merry Christmas!
The Friend

Was there a letter or a story in this

month’s issue that helped you? Tell us
about it. Turn to page 48 to find out how.
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FROM THE FIRST PRESIDENCY

By President Dieter F. Uchtdorf
Second Counselor in the First Presidency

Wat a wonderful, joyous time of the year! Christ-

mas is about Christ. Of course, we do not need

a Christmas holiday or Christmas traditions to remember
Jesus Christ, our Savior. But the celebrations of Christ-
mas can help remind us of Him. It is usually something
small—we read a verse of scripture; we hear a sacred
carol and really listen to its words; or we watch people
doing sincere acts of love.

Christmas reminds us that we, like the Wise Men of
old, should seek Christ and lay before Him the most pre-
cious of gifts. We should offer Him our love. We should

Christmas Is about Christ

promise to remember Him always, Emulate: follow

to emulate His example, and to go
about doing good.

Immortality: What are the Savior’s gifts to

living forever after
we are resurrected

those who are willing to bring
these gifts to Him? Immortality,
forgiveness, and eternal life—the
greatest gift of all.

He also promises to be with
us, to come to us when we need
comfort, to mourn and rejoice
with us.

Eternal life:
being like Heavenly
Father and living in
His presence with our
families

Dear friends, may we always
remember to bring gifts to Him who has given His all for
us. May we always remember and be grateful that in the
birth of that Child, the universe rejoiced. And may each
Christmas season remind us to lift up our voices and fill
our hearts with joy and gratitude that Christ the King
has come! Christ lives! He is real. He is our Redeemer at
Christmas and always. 4

. Adapted from the December 2011 First Presidency Christmas devotional
y address.



GIFTS OF SERVICE

President Uchtdoxf says we
can give the Savior gifts by

serving others.
Fill a jar with slips of paper with ideas : e 5 0
like Make the bed for somebody in L @

my family, Do an extra chore without

[
being asked, or Smile at 10 people '
today. er

Each morning, close your eyes and pull
out your service idea for the day.

THE GREATEST GIFT

Eternal life is the greatest gift the Savior offers us. Fill in the missing
words about the Christmas story. Then write the letters that go with
each symbol in the blanks below. When you solve the code, you will
learn how eternal life is possible. See the answer on page 48.

1. The wise men gave Jesus __ o ____, frankincense, and myrrh (see Matthew 2:11).

2. Theangel __ __told Mary she would bring forth the Son of God (see Luke 1:26).
) ‘ .‘
i

3. Caesar__ decreed that all the world should be taxed (see Luke 2:1).

(see Luke 2:7).

5. The angel told the shepherds, “I bring you good ——

6. Jesus's motherwasnamed ___ _ _ (see Luke 1:27).

of great joy” (Luke 2:10).

WAYS TO
REMEMBER CHRISTMAS

President Uchtdorf shared
three ways to remember Christ
during Christmas:

1. Read the scriptures.
2. Listen to sacred Christmas carols.

3. Watch people doing sincere acts of love.

What
canyoudoto
remember Christ?

D I ok & i ¢

LEFT: ILLUSTRATION BY PAUL MANN; RIGHT: ILLUSTRATIONS BY THOMAS S. CHILD
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By Matthew D. Flitton
Church Magazines
(Based on a true story)

For the Son of man shall come in the glory of his Father
with his angels (Matthew 16:27).
atie rummaged through the storage box, carefully
looking through the crumpled packing paper. She
still couldn’t find what she was looking for.

She put everything back in the box and went to find
Mom.

Katie had looked behind the piano, under the couch,
even in Thomas’s crib. It was lost. She had to tell Mom.

“Mommy, the baby Jesus is lost!”

Katie led Mom to the nativity set in the living room.
Joseph and Mary and the shepherds were there. The
Wise Men—even a camel and a donkey—were there. All
of the figures were gathered around the empty manger.

“It looks that way, doesn’t it?” Mom said.

“I can’t find Him anywhere! I looked and looked.”

The nativity would be ruined without the baby Jesus.

Mom went to the bookshelf. “He isn’t lost,” she said as
she reached up and took something from the top shelf.

Katie sighed in relief. “There He is!” she said. “T'll go
put Him in the manger.”

She reached for the figurine, but Mom put it back on
the shelf. “This year we’re going to put the baby Jesus
in the manger on Christmas morning,” Mom said. “It’s a
tradition Dad learned in France.”

“But everyone looks so sad,” Katie said.

“I don’t think they’re sad,” Mom said. “To me, it looks
more like they’re waiting.”

Katie looked at the figures. She could see the place
in the manger where baby Jesus belonged. Some of the
figurines were reaching out to the empty spot.

“I guess so,” Katie said.

Watch a
Christmas
video at
Ids.org/friend.



“Remember before Thomas was
born how excited you were for him
to come?” Mom asked.

Katie smiled at her baby brother,
who was playing on a blanket.

“It felt like forever!” she said.

“Did you know that prophets
waited for thousands of years for
Jesus to come to help us return
to live with Heavenly Father?” Mom
asked.

Katie remembered seeing a pic-
ture in Primary of a prophet writing
about the Savior’s birth. “I think so,”
she said.

“Prophets like Isaiah thought
about and wrote about what the

Savior would do when He came,”
Mom said. “They spent their whole
lives waiting for Him to be born.

That’s one of the reasons we set

up the nativity like this, to remind

us that many people waited a long
time for the Savior to come.”
“I would get tired of waiting
my whole life,” Katie said, looking
at the shepherds who were waiting
for Jesus.

“But there’s also another reason
we do this,” Mom said.

“What?”

“Do you remember in family
home evening when we talked

about the Second Coming?”

Katie thought for a minute. “Isn’t
that when Jesus comes again?

“That’s right,” Mom said.

“When will that happen?” Katie
asked.

“Well, we don’t know. But we're
waiting for Jesus to come, just like
the shepherds in the nativity and
just like the ancient prophets. That’s
the other reason we’re waiting until
Christmas to put the baby Jesus in
the nativity—to remind us that we'’re
waiting for Jesus too.”

“Will He come to a manger
again?” Katie asked.

“No, He won’t be a baby again.
The next time Jesus comes, He'll be
resurrected. But the empty manger
in the nativity reminds us that just
like you're waiting for Christmas
morning, and just like people waited
for Jesus to come to earth, now
we’re waiting for Him to come back.
We didn’t lose the baby Jesus. This
is part of the way our family plans to
remember Him.”

“We just need to wait,” Katie said
with a smile.

“That’s right,” Mom said.

“OK,” Katie said. “But while we’re
waiting, can we make some sugar
cookies?” @

"“We declare that He will come again to earth,
this time in might, majesty, and glory, to reign
as King of kings and Lord of lords.""

Elder Jeffrey R. Holland of the Quorum of
the Twelve Apostles

ILLUSTRATION BY ANDREW BOSLEY December 2013 5




Make Your Own

M OB

Make this manger to help you remember Jesus this ,

Christmas season. Be sure to ask an adult for help.

OO OO OO OO OO

What you need:
scissors lunch-size brown paper bag
glue old newspaper
cardstock or heavy paper yellow construction paper

OO

1. Cut out the star and baby Jesus. Glue them to
heavy paper. You can print more copies at
ds.org/friend.

2. Cut about 3 inches (8 cm)
I off the top of the paper bag.
i %? Round the corners and draw a

- window shape on each side.

3. Open the bag
and carefully cut
out the windows.
Cut the sides out of the bag,

down to about the bottom of
the windows.

4. Fill the bottom of the bag
with small pieces of crumpled
newspaper. Put the baby Jesus
into the middle.

5. Cut the yellow paper into
little strips for hay, crumple them
a bit, and put them on top of
the newspaper.

6. Glue the top of the bag together,
and glue the star in place.

6 Friend

ILLUSTRATIONS BY ELISE BLACK;
PHOTO BY JOHN LUKE



“T am the light
of the world.”

—John 8:12




By Hilary M. Hendricks (Based on a true story)

We a gift before thee lay. Praise we sing on Christmas Day!
(Children’s Songbook, 39).
arter opened the back door and felt the wind blow
him into the house. Brrr/ He reached into his
pocket. There it was—the money Sister Campbell had
given him for shoveling snow.

“Hey, Madison,” Carter called to his sister. “Look what
I have for the Christmas jar!”

“Cool,” Madison said. She reached on top of the fridge
for the jar. Last year, when their jar was full of money,
they'd left it on the front porch of a family whose father
had lost his job.

Madison handed him the jar, and they both frowned
at the coins inside.

“Where did all the money go?” Carter asked.
“There’s barely anything in there.”

“There hasn’t been much all year,” Madison said.

Carter nodded. He knew money was tight for their
family this year. “It’s almost Christmas,” he said. “What
are we going to do?”

That night Mom got down the almost-empty jar.
“Dad and I have been talking about Christmas and how
we won't have as many gifts this year,” she said.

“That’s OK,” Carter said.

“Yeah, we'll still get presents from our aunts and
uncles,” said Carter’s sister Kennedy.

“Well, actually,” Dad said, “we’ve been thinking about
a new way to help others who have less than we do.”

There weren’t many coins in our
Christmas jar—how would we help
a family n need?




“We thought we could ask Aunt Stephanie and Uncle  door to ask, “What’s in the bag? Can we peek?”

JJ. to join us in giving this year,” Mom said. “We would “We'll see on Christmas,” Mom said. “I'm sure
use the money we would have spent on gifts for each it will be wonderful.”
other’s families and buy presents for a family in need “But what’s more wonderful,” Dad said, “is that
instead.” other people care about us and want to help.”
“You mean we won'’t get anything for Christmas?” “Like we helped that little girl,” Carter said.
Kennedy asked. “Right,” Mom said. “Because helping each
“We'll still have some presents,” Dad said. “But more other, and remembering how Jesus helps us,
On Saturday the whole family—aunts, uncles, grand-

We had a mother and her
two daughters move into
our ward. Unfortunately,
she was not able to bring
many clothes or toys for the
: little girls. My mom gath-
not to think about how much he would like to open ered together some clothes, and | happily went
through my toys and picked out a bunch to give
) ) to them. | love to share with others and feel that
a pretty doll for the little girl. this is what Jesus would want me to do.

Back at home, Carter couldn’t wait to show Grandma

parents, and a few cousins—met to go shopping.
“Kennedy and Carter, we'll shop for the little girl. She’s

important, we’ll have the gift of helping someone else.” is what Christmas is all about.” 4 I-
]
!
seven,” Mom said. i

=

They walked past the sleds and scooters. Carter tried i
|

those toys on Christmas morning. Instead, he picked out

Hannah H., age 7, Hawaii, USA
and Grandpa what they had found. “We got some boots

and a doll and some pink gloves too!” he said.

“Very nice,” Grandma said.

“Never saw you get so excited about shopping be-
fore,” Grandpa laughed.

On Christmas Eve, Carter looked at the small pile of
presents under the tree. Then he thought of all the gifts

for the little girl, wrapped in shiny paper. He imagined
her smile when she saw them under her own tree.

Just then Carter heard a knock on the front door.
He jumped up to open it.

“Hi, Bishop Black,” Carter said. “Come in.”

The bishop
stepped into the
front room, smiling.
He held a bag in
his arms.

“This is from some
people in the ward,”
the bishop said, handing the sack to Dad. “We all love
your family so much, and we want to wish you a merry
Christmas.”

“Thank you,” Dad said. His eyes were filling with
tears, and Mom was crying too.

Carter could hardly wait until the bishop was out the

ILLUSTRATION BY MARK ROBISON



By David Dickson
Church Magazines

Put on this Christmas program with your family or Primary.

Make a poster for each letter in Merry Christmas. Write the part for each letter on the back of its poster.

Choose a narrator and someone to hold up each poster. If you don’t have enough people, everyone can read
more than one part.

If you'd like, dress up like shepherds, angels, and Wise Men. Line up in order as you read your parts.

NARRATOR: Of all the Christmas wishes you can SONG: “Have a Very Merry Christmas!” Children’s
share this time of year, Songbook, 51.

MO R Do T ST I D e is for candles that can fill our homes with light.

hcar, It also means the Christ child who was born that

Those two words, Merry Christmas, put a grin on el ol
every face.
We thought youd like to see each letter’s meaning,

in its place.

m is for the manger filled with hay so soft and deep.
A humble bed where baby Jesus cuddled down to
sleep.

SONG: “Away in a Manger,” Children’s Songbook, 42—43.

E is for excitement that we feel the whole month
through.
We laugh and play, sing Christmas songs, and smile
at people too!

Ecan stand for 7ed, a Christmas color, fun and bright.
Combined with green it makes our decorations look
just right.

malso means reverent. As we think of Jesus’s birth,
We remember that our Savior came to live for us
on earth.

is for yuletide, which means the Christmas season—
A magic time of love and kindness. Jesus is the
reason!

10 Friend ILLUSTRATIONS BY MIKE LAUGHEAD




m is for the happiness we feel this time of year.
Everywhere we go, we try to spread some
Christmas cheer.

ﬂ is for rejoicing, living life with love and joy.
Our Savior gave a precious gift to every girl and boy.

SONG: “Joy to the World,” Hymns, no. 201.

n is for inviting, reaching out to make new friends—
Plates of cookies to deliver, Christmas cards to send!

B is for the shepherds watching over flocks with care.
They hurried off to Bethlehem to meet the Christ
child there.

is for togetherness, seeing family near and far,
Long trips to visit relatives by plane or train or car.

m is for a miracle. Heavenly Father sent His Son.
No one else could take His place. He was the Chosen
One.

SONG: “He Sent His Son,” Children’s Songbook, 34-35.

is for the angels who brought tidings of good news.
To share those tidings with our friends is
something we can choose.

B is for the star that guided seekers long ago.
That Christmas light still guides us now, no matter
where we go.

NARRATOR: We wish you, “Merry Christmas!” It’s a
lovely thing to say.
We’re glad you came to celebrate and sing with
us today.
There’s only one more song to share before we
soon depart,
A Christmas tune that touches each and every
Christmas heart.

SONG: “Silent Night,” Hymms, no. 204.
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| know my Father lives and loves me too.
The Spirit whispers this to me and tells me it is true,
And tells me it is true.
He sent me here to earth, by faith to live His plan.
The Spirit whispers this to me and tells me that | can,

And tells me that | can.
(Children’s Songbook, 5)




Many temples display - during the Christmas

season. Some visitors' centers even have creche—festlvcls where the
show nativity scenes from all around the world, = y
an you match the notlwty ﬁgures below with

(Check Your answers on page 48)

1
1

the ¢ ountrles they represeni&'p

1. Kenya
2. Guatemala
3. Russia
4. Japan
5. Samoa

6. Norway

;—- .

ILLUSTRATION BY RACHEL HOFFMAN-BAYLES

hat can
T do to
. [pe, 0ve like
h“,; \WV > B Jesus Chrigt?
FOLLOWING JESUS &~ e —

-
)
[

“I am the way, the truth, and the life”

Challenge 1: Write down five things you like
about yourself.

Challenge 2: Help someone at school.

Challenge 3: Learn the words to the Primary
song “l Know My Father Lives.”




ON THE TRAIL

Come with us to explore an important place in Church history!

lise and Kyle H., ages 9 and 6, are strolling through the snowy streets of a replica

pioneer village in Salt Lake City, Utah. It looks like they have gone back in time to the
mid-1800s. That’s when the pioneers were settling in the Salt Lake Valley. Join Elise and Kyle as
they explore This Is the Place Heritage Park to find out what it was like to be a pioneer child.

- This s
N the Place!

e — By Annie Beer

The town barber sent
leftover hair from

haircuts and shaves to
toymakers to use as \ E
hair for dolls. v!l




Cut out and paste
to the “On the Trail”
map from the July
issue.

A family of 12 lived
in this small pioneer
home. The children
had to go outside
and climb a ladder
to get to the sleep-
ing loft.

The first pioneers
ended their journey
west in 1847. When
Brigham Young first

~ sawthe Salt Lake

gl Valley, he said, “This.is

: 4 the right place.” This

5 monument, designed

’ h b;/ Brigham Young’s
After their chores, pioneer children played with their toys. ) .+ grandson, honors
Kyle’s favorite was a bear you pull up on two ropes. It Yu.m! Glonesy ] T those brave pioneers.
helped pioneer children learn how to milk a cow! children loved i :

candy too! Y.

Pioneer children often went to school in
a one-room building. Children of all ages
met in the same room—even if they were
learning different things.

PHOTOGRAPHS BY CODY BELL, EXCEPT AS NOTED; PHOTOGRAPH OF THIS IS THE PLACE MONUMENT BY RONDAT. WILLIAMS © IRI
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By Mary Joanne Steck
(Based on a true story)

If you want a friend, you must show that you care
(Children’s Songbook, 262).
ryouts will be held soon for our annual school
Christmas play,” said Mrs. Humphreys to the class.
She smiled at Molly. “We’d love to have each one of you
come and try out.”

Molly decided she’d audition for the part of Mary. Being
Mary would be better than anything! Well, except maybe
for finding a friend. That would be the best thing of all.

After several months in this new big-city school, Molly
still didn’t have a single friend. Whenever she tried smil-
ing at the girls in her class, they would only giggle and
whisper to each other.

The leader of the girls in her class was Julia, a smart,
pretty girl who always seemed to do everything right.
One day Molly took a chance and walked up to her.

“Hi, Julia. Could you please help me with my
homework?”

“Sorry,” Julia said. “Don’t have time.” Then she ran off
to play with her friends.

Molly sat down at lunch, alone again. What could she
possibly do to get the girls to like her? Then she remem-
bered the Christmas play. If she got the part of Mary,
maybe somebody would want to be her friend.

Audition day arrived. Molly had practiced hard. When
her turn came, she sang her audition song with almost
no mistakes.

The next day when Mrs. Humphreys announced the
parts, Molly crossed her fingers. “The part of Mary will
be played by Julia,” Mrs. Humphreys said, “and Molly
will play the part of the first angel.”

Molly’s heart sank. Julia would get to play Mary?
Julia, who was already so popular? It wasn’t fair! Molly
blinked away hot tears.

Over the next few weeks, Molly worked hard at
learning her part. She knew the angel was still im-
portant, even if it wasn’t the lead role.

On the night of the Christmas play, Molly
felt like butterflies were fluttering in her
stomach. She’d never been in a play

16 Friend Putting on a

Christmas play sounds
like fun!



before. What if she made a mistake or forgot her part?

When the music began, Julia walked to the stage
to sing her solo. The audience got quiet as the pianist
played the opening line. But Julia didn’t start singing.

Molly was confused. Had Julia forgotten to start? She
peeked over at Julia. She could tell that Julia was trying
to sing, but nothing was coming out.

The pianist started over. Molly held her breath as Julia
opened her mouth. The only sound that came out was a
tiny squeak. Julia’s lips began to tremble.

Molly had never imagined Julia might feel scared too.
But she was—and in front of all those people too.

“Start over again,” whispered Mrs. Humphreys loudly
from behind the scenery.

The pianist started over a third time. Molly made a
quick decision. She knew what it was like to feel all
alone. Nobody should have to feel that way.

She took a couple of shaky steps onto the
stage and put her arm around Julia’s
waist. Molly started to sing. As

Turn to page 10 fora
script you can perform
with your family.

soon as Julia realized she wasn’t on her own, her face
broke into a smile. This time her voice worked! Molly
thought they sounded wonderful singing together.

After the song ended, the audience clapped and
clapped. When Julia went back on stage to take a bow,
she grabbed Molly’s hand and pulled her out for a bow
too. Then she gave Molly a big hug right on stage.

Molly grinned ear to ear. Yes, finding a friend was
definitely better than any part in a play.

e " [was so excited to visit my relatives in Colorado, but |
. was so nervous to go to a different Primary without my
h RS P friends. Then | decided to say a prayer that | wouldn't be
- scared and that | would meet a friend. My mom dropped
H‘ me off at Primary, and | found a seat next to a boy my
f _ . age. | am so thankful Heavenly Father answered my
prayers, and next time there is a visitor in Primary, I'm

going to be their friend too.
Davis D., age 7, Utah, USA
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It’s nearly Christmas, and people are spread-

°. e ing Christmas cheer. How many acts of kind-
|n the GIVIng Splrlt ness can you find?







SPECIAL WITNESS

Why 15 1t so 1important
to spend time
with our families?

By President
Boyd K. Packer
President of the
Quorum of the
Twelve Apostles

The members of the
Quorum of the Twelve
Apostles are special
witnesses of Jesus
Christ.

Family time is sacred time.

The plan of happiness is a plan for families.

The family is the basic organization in time and in eternity.
We urge our members to show devotion to their families.

| pray that the families of the Church will be blessed, parents and children.

From “And a Little Child Shall Lead Them,”

20 Friend ILLUSTRATION BY ERIC BARCLAY Ensign, May 2012, 9.
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By Marjorie A. Havens
(Based on a true story)

Every man should esteem his neighbor as himself (Mosiah
27:4).
h, Mommy, do they have to come tomorrow?”
asked in a pleading voice.

“Of course they do. I've asked them to come early so
they can stay all day, not just for Christmas dinner.”

“Why can’t we ever be by ourselves? Then we could
have leftovers the next day,” I said. I didn’t like guests
much, and especially not the Lindsays. They had five
children, and these kids were the most ragged bunch
in the whole school. My friends all said they were
“different.”

“Christmas is for sharing, Karen,” my mother said.
She was making pies for Christmas dinner and the spicy
smell of apples and cinnamon filled the house.

“We won’t have enough food with the way the
Lindsays eat. They’re always starving,” I grum-
bled, grabbing an apple while my mother
put a pie in the oven.

“Now, Karen. You know we have
enough for everyone, and Christmas
is about giving. Now why don’t you
go join your brother and Matthew to
get the tree today.”

“Matthew? You mean Matthew
Lindsay came over to get our
Christmas tree too?” I was mad.

My brother Jim and I always did

[ wanted Christmas
to be just us.

that together. It was our tradition.

“Yes, Karen. Now hurry along,” she said. “And I want
you to be nice to Matthew,” she added.

I put on my boots and my old coat and mittens and
went out to find my brother. I didn’t even want to add
Matthew’s name in my thoughts. It just wasn’t fair. Jim
would be talking to A#im the whole time. They were
both 12, and they wouldn’t even ask me about which
tree to pick.

I saw them over by the barn getting the ax to chop
down the tree.

“Hurry up, Karen, or we’ll have to go without you,”
Jim shouted to me. He would never have said that if
Matthew weren’t coming. He would have needed my
help. I felt even madder.

Matthew smiled at me as I walked up to them. I just
looked the other way.

The boys talked together all the way to the woods. I

could have joined in, but that would have meant
giving up my sulking, so I didn’t.
“Hey, Matt, how about that one?” Jim
pointed at a beautiful tree. It was in the mid-
dle of a swampy area, but it was so cold that
the water had frozen and we were able to
get to it.
“What do you think, Karen?” Matthew
asked me. I wished he hadn’t asked. I

Warming Up to
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didn’t want to feel anything but angry right now.

“It looks OK,” I said grudgingly. It really was pretty,
and I had to smile when I looked at it.

Matthew smiled too, and I began to feel better. Maybe
things weren’t so bad after all.

Jim and Matthew took turns chopping while I stood
and watched. The tree started to fall in my direction.
I jumped to the side to get away, and my feet broke
through the ice! It wasn’t that deep, but the cold water
went over the tops of my boots. It was awful, and it
made my teeth chatter. I didn’t say anything because
I didn’t want Jim to wish he hadn’t brought me. But
Matthew saw, and he helped me dump the icy water out
of my boots.

By the time we were pulling the tree home over the
snow, the sun had dropped low over the hills. It was so
cold that my feet were stinging and I could hardly keep
from crying.

When we were halfway home, I fell in the snow be-
cause my feet were numb and I couldn’t keep up. I was
so cold and miserable that tears began slipping down
my cheeks.

“What'’s the matter now, Karen? Come on, we need
to hurry home before it gets too dark,” Jim said as he
pulled me to my feet. But I couldn’t walk another step.

“Here, I'll carry her if you’ll drag the tree and carry
the ax,” Matthew said. “The tree is heavier, and you're
bigger than I am.”

Matthew handed the ax to Jim and pulled me up on
his back. I suddenly realized that Matthew’s hands were
bare. They must be as cold as my feet, but he was willing
to carry me. I slipped off my mittens and handed them
to Matthew. Then I tucked my hands in the long sleeves
of my coat. He couldn’t turn around to look at me since I
was on his back. I was glad because I didn’t want to see
his kind face after I had been so mean to him.

Maybe my friends were wrong about the Lindsays.
Maybe I should tell them so. €

the Lindsays
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December 19:
Temples remind us of
Christ’s light. As a family,
visit a temple at night to
see it all lit up. Or look at
pictures of temples online
at Ids.org/temples.

December 21:
Together as a family, read scrip-
tures about Christ. Start with
only one candle lit. Each time
you read a verse, light another
candle, and see how bright the
scriptures can make your life!

December 20:
Read "Waiting for Jesus” on
pages 4-5. Make your own
manger on page 6.

December 18:
Learn and sing the
words to “Silent Night”
(Hymns, no. 204).

24

December 24:
Heavenly Father gave us light by
sending His Son into the world.

List or draw the ways you can
bring light into your family.

December 13:

Christ's light quides us like
the star quided shepherds
to the stable. Make star-
shaped cookies to share
(see " Christmas Workshop,”

Friend, Dec. 2009).

December 14:

Tumn off all the lights i
house. Then go from rc
room singing Christma
and turning on lights as
Fill your home with |

December

Use a flashlight to
way through a da
How does Chris
help you find yot

ILLUSTR/



December 11:
Read John 8:12. Find
other scriptures where

1your Jesus says He is the
om to Light of the World.
, SONgS

you go.

ght!

December 15:
Listen closely in
church. Do any of
the songs or talks
mention light?

16:
find your
rk room.
s light
Ir way?
December 23:
Christ is the center of Christmas. For
family home evening, your family

oM BY NATALE HOOPES could perform the “Merry Christmas”

program on pages 10-11.

December 12:
The light of a star
guided shepherds to
the baby Jesus. Watch
"Shepherds Learn of
the Birth of Christ" at
Biblevideos.org.

December 22:
How many different
colors of lights can you
count on your Christmas
tree? Look up that many
scriptures about Christ,

December 17:
Jesus was the perfect
example. Share His light
today by being a good
example.



KITCHEN CRAFTS

Christmas Workshor

Poinsettia Ornament

The poinsettia is a beautiful plant from Mexico and Central
America with colored leaves and tiny yellow flowers. In
Spanish it is called flor de Nochebuena—the

flower of Christmas Eve.
You will need:

"
1. Flatten the paper towel roll and cut it

into 18 pieces, each about %5 inch (2 cm)

a paper towel roll

red acrylic paint

a paintbrush

glue

a hole punch

yellow construction paper
ribbon

wide. These are enough leaves for three ornaments.
2. Paint the outside of each leaf red and let the leaves dry.

3. Glue together the points of 6 leaves to make a flower
shape. Add each leaf one at a time and hold the ends
together until the glue dries.

4. Use a hole punch to make small circles of yellow
paper. Glue a cluster of circles together and glue it to
the center of your leaves.

5. Punch a hole through one leaf. Tie a ribbon through
it to make a loop. Hang your ornament on your door-
knob or on a Christmas tree.

>

Be sure to get an
adult’s help with
this craft and recipe.
I

Fresh Salsa
You might not think of salsa as a Christmas treat, but it’s
so good it might become your new Christmas tradition.
It’s even red and green!
3 medium tomatoes

1/4 cup chopped red onion (about half of a small
onion)

1/4 cup chopped fresh cilantro

1/4 cup chopped jalapeiio (about half of a large,
mild jalapeiio)
1/4 cup Italian dressing

1. Wash the tomatoes and cut them up
small. Put the chopped tomatoes in a
strainer and press most of the juice out. Then
dump the tomatoes into a bowl.

2. Peel the onion and chop it into small pieces.

3. Wash a handful of cilantro, trim off the long stems,
and chop up the leafy ends.

4. Wash the jalapefo, cut it in half, and throw away all the
seeds. Chop it into little pieces. Because the jalapefio is
so hot, be sure to wash your hands after cutting it, and
don’t rub your eyes! Or wear disposable gloves.

5. Measure % cup each of onion, cilantro, and jalapefio,
and add them all to the bowl of chopped tomatoes.

6. Add the Italian dressing and mix up your salsa. Now
it's ready to eat!

SHARE YOUR SALSA

Buy extra tomatoes and use the rest of
your ingredients to make a batch of salsa
for a friend. You can give it to them with a
bag of corn chips for a tasty Christmas gift!

ILLUSTRATIONS BY BRAD TEARE



Let's share the light

every day! 4 December 2013 27
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until Christmas . ..

- el /-'




M y family and I had the amaz-
ing opportunity to visit Peru.
Our tour guide organized a service

project to help children in a local
elementary school. I decided to
provide sweaters for the children
because they didn’t have warm
clothes for the winter. I started a
sweater drive at my elementary
school. We collected more than 400
sweaters! I know the children in the
school will be warm this winter. I
felt a lot of joy because I was able to
serve them.

Kale L., age 11, New Mexico, USA

28 Friend

Taylor and Megan W., both age 10, Utah, USA

uring recess
DI was stand-
ing in the mid-
dle of a group
of kids my age
when one of
the girls started
swearing. Another boy soon joined
in, and I felt very uncomfortable. I
knew Heavenly Father would not

N One Sunday
E * N I noticed a

/8 little girl my age

in sacrament
meeting. She
was new and
seemed scared
to go to Primary. I decided to ask

want us to use these words. I asked
them to stop swearing, but they
continued to use bad language. I
decided to walk away so they knew
I wasn’t going to participate. I was
sad they didn’t listen, but T knew I
had stood up for what I believed in.
I knew that Heavenly Father was
happy too.

Caleb B., age 12, Utah, USA

her to come with me to Primary and
be my friend. After church the little
girl’s aunt told my parents that her
niece was so happy to go to Primary
with her new friend. I tried to be
like Jesus by being a good friend
and helping someone in need.
Reagan V., age 5, Colorado, USA

an ';}

Ailin C., age 8, Guatemala



Tyler B., age 9, Alaska, USA

Melia B., age 5,
Arkansas, USA,
likes to be a good
example to her
younger brother.
She likes to sing
Primary songs and
learn about the
Articles of Faith. She enjoys making crafts,
Lady M., age 5, Australia swimming, and riding her bike.

The children of the Cayenne Branch, French Guiana, loved presenting their Primary Tima B, age 6, Ukraine
sacrament meeting. They were happy to give their talks, and they sang very well. One of their
favorite songs is “I Am a Child of God.”
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FOR LITTLE FRIENDS

Jesus [s Bom

By Margo Mae

Mary and Joseph trav-
eled to Bethlehem. It
was a long way. Mary
was going to have a
baby soon.

All the inns were
full. Mary and
Joseph stayed in a
stable where ani-
mals slept. While
they were there,
Jesus was born.

30 Friend ILLUSTRATIONS BY CASEY NELSON



Nearby, shepherds in the fields were watching
their sheep. An angel came and told them to
go to Bethlehem to see the new baby.
The shepherds found the stable where
Mary and Joseph were. There in a
manger was the baby Jesus, wrapped
in swaddling clothes. He would be
the Savior of the whole world.
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At Christmas our family and friends sometimes
give us gifts. But the greatest gift of all is the one
Heavenly Father gave us. He sent His own Son,
Jesus Christ, to be born on earth. 4

From Luke 2:1-20.

32 Friend



COLORING PAGE

Jesus Christ Is Born

And [Mary] brought forth her firstborn son, and wrapped him in swaddling clothes, and
laid him in a manger (Luke 2:7).

ILLUSTRATION BY JARED BECKSTRAND December 2013 33




Whe

When Jesus was
about a month old, Joseph
and Mary brought Him to the
temple. This was like when babies
today receive a special blessing from
men who hold the priesthood. “It's
important to take babies to church so
By Michelle Garrett they can start to learn the gospel
while they're small,”

‘ i 7 all know the story : e ’ %, Rachelsaid.
of Christ’s birth, but e B

what happened after He
was born in the stable in Jesus grew up ina
Bethlehem? small town called Nazareth.

Some people didn't think that He a—
Rachel and Thomas M., was the Messiah because He was 1mm

ages 12 and 10, visited the from such an unimportant place. “It F—=
Jerusalem Motion Picture doesn’t matter where you are, you can L

still be kind and sacrifice for others,”

Set in Goshen, Utah, USA. .
Thomas said.

The Church built this set to
film videos about the life
of Jesus Christ. Come with
Rachel and Thomas to see
what life was like for Jesus

when He was a child. R videos about
Jesus Christ’s life at
34 Friend Biblevideos.org.



Joseph was a
carpenter. As Jesus grew
older, He probably helped Joseph.
Thomas helps his mom with chores
like folding clothes, setting the table,
and taking out the garbage. “I can do
more by going the extra mile. Jesus
probably did that,” Thomas said.

Jesus probably celebrated yearly Jewish festivals like
Hanukkah, Purim, and the Passover. Rachel likes cele-
brating holidays with her family. “Holidays are important
because they give us time to spend together,” she said.

Did you know
that Jesus had sisters and
at least four brothers? (See
Matthew 13:55-56.) “l can fol-
low His example by being kinder
to my brothers,” Rachel said.

PHOTOGRAPHS BY MICHAEL R. MORRIS

to read and write from the scriptures
when they were six years old. When they
turned 12, they were taken to Jerusalem to
be tested. When Jesus went to the temple with
His family, everyone was amazed at how well
He knew the scriptures. “I can learn more
about the scriptures by studying them

Jewish boys in
Jesus's time started learning

by myself and with my family,”
Rachel said.

Jesus's childhood

s ) prepared Him to teach His G
" Father's gospel here on earth. He lived a "
perfect life so that He could sacrifice Himself .

for our sins. “It's important that Jesus died for our

sins and was resurrected. If He hadn't, the gospel

wouldn't be complete,” Thomas said. “I know the
gospel is true because | have prayed about it. | have a
testimony that Jesus lived and died and that Joseph
Smith saw Jesus after He was resurrected.”
This Christmas, remember what Christ did for
you and try to be like Him. He was once
a little child like you.

Lo
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By Kelly Hunsaker
(Based on a true story)

ne morning Grace’s mom woke
her up early.
- “I have a surprise for you,” Mom
~ said. “I want to show you something
special.”

“Where are we going?” Grace asked
Mom.

“We are going to see the temple,”
Mom said.

Grace and Mom drove for a long
time. Grace sang, “I Love to See the
Temple.” She was happy.

Mom stopped the car. Grace got out
and held Mom’s hand.

They walked onto the temple
grounds. Grace saw flowers and trees.
Everything was green and bright.

- Grace showed Mom a pink flower.

+ When Grace got close to the temple,

she looked up, up, up. The temple
was very tall. The sun was shining.
Grace touched the white stone. She
sat on a bench by a big tree. She was

happy.

[.oves You

They walked all around the temp

“I want to show you something els
Mom said. .

Grace held Mom’s hand, and the
walked into the visitors’ center.

Grace felt good inside. It was nice
there. The long ride had been worth it.

Grace looked up and saw the big-
gest statue she had ever seen. She
stood very still and looked for a very
long time. She saw feet, robes, and
hands. When she saw the statue’s face,
she smiled. She was happy.

‘2

.,\
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“Do you know who that is?” Mor -
asked. o
“It’s Jesus,” Grace whispered. '.
Grace held her arms out as far as she
could, just like the statue. “He wants to ‘
give me a hug.” %
Mom hugged Grace. “You are right. =

Jesus loves you!” @ .

B
)

What will Grace see at the
temple visitors’ center?




Did you like that Friend
magazine | gave you? Dad, | know we don’t have a lot of money this year
because we had to move, but can we get Audrey a
Friend subscription for Christmas? You could take it out
of whatever you were going to get me.

Yeah. My dad liked it too, but he just lost
his job, so we don’t have money for things
like magazines. ..

In fact, | really don’t need much. Could we just give
Audrey’s family most of what you would have spent on

me? Without letting them know who it was? I was really hoping for that cool new

scooter. She's Mandy’s friend, not mine. In
fact, she acts like | don't exist.

But Mandy looked really
happy when she told Dad
what she wanted to do.

I guess so, if you're
sure that's what
you want.

Dad, | heard what Mandy was saying. You're never going to guess what
Would you do the same thing with those two kids of ours just did.
my Christmas presents? But don’t tell

Mandy. | mean, | don’t want her to You Iknow what |
think I like her friends. mean. Uh oh! Do | want

to hear this?

Oh, trust me.
You do.



FRIEND TO FRIEND

Sledding
and the Spirit

From an interview with Elder J. Devn Cornish of the Seventy;
by Michelle Garrett

When I was 11 years old, my older brother and

I each got a sled for Christmas. When the first
snowfall finally came, one steep road in our town was
covered with ice. It seemed like all the children in town
gathered at the top of that hill with their sleds.

My older brother and I had contests to see who could go
the farthest. Since he was bigger, he always won. A friend
suggested something I could do to beat my brother—he
handed me a block of wax and told me to rub it on the
runners of my sled.

As I took the block of wax, I could feel the Spirit tell-
ing me I shouldn’t use it. I thought it might be cheating,

and it was also dangerous. These thoughts gave me an
uneasy feeling in my stomach and in my heart. But then
I thought, It’s all right just this once. I deserve to win
sometimes. No one will know. So I put a thick coat of
wax on the runners of my sled.

As I started down the hill, my sled quickly picked
up speed. Soon I lost control. I saw that I was headed
toward a car parked on the side of the road, and
nothing I could do would turn the sled. I rolled
off onto the ice, hoping to avoid the crash, but it
was no use. My sled hit the front wheel, and my left
leg hit the back one.

I spent the next eight weeks in a cast from my
mid-chest to the tips of my toes on my left side. I
recovered well and have enjoyed a full and active
life. But my left leg is just a little shorter than my right
leg. This reminds me how important it is to follow the
promptings of the Spirit. I learned from this experience
that when I get the feeling that I shouldn’t do something,
I must follow that inspired feeling without delay. 4

ILLUSTRATION BY GREG NEWBOLD December 2013 39



BRINGING PRIMARY HOME

[ Know That

You can use this lesson and
activity to learn more about
this month’s Primary theme.

Jesus Christ Will Come Again

an you imagine having Jesus

hold you in His arms and give
you a blessing? That’s what He did
for the Nephite children in the Book

of Mormon after He was resurrected.

“And it came to pass that he
commanded that their little children
should be brought.

“So they brought their little chil-
dren and set them down upon the

IDEAS FOR FAMILY TALK

ground round about him, and Jesus
stood in the midst . . . .

“.. . And he took their little chil-
dren, one by one, and blessed them,
and prayed unto the Father for
them” (3 Nephi 17:11-12, 21).

We know that Jesus will come
again and live on the earth with us.
He will be our King and Ruler. It will
be a time of peace and happiness for

Talk with your family about what it will be like on the earth
when Jesus is here again. You could read 2 Nephi 21:6-9. Then
you could talk about how people will treat each other, how an-
imals will act, and how safe the world will be. Give each family
member a turn to tell what he or she looks forward to about
the time when Jesus comes again.

40 Friend

those who are prepared to meet Him.

Jesus loves you just like He loved
the Nephite children. You can pre-
pare to see Him when He comes
again by being kind to others, by
being obedient, by saying your
prayers, and by choosing the right.
Then you will be ready when He
comes again! 4

SONG AND
SCRIPTURE

e “When He Comes Again,”
Children’s Songbook, 82—83
e Matthew 16:27

Listen to this song at
music.lds.org.

BELOW: ILLUSTRATION BY JERRY THOMPSON © IRI; RIGHT: ILLUSTRATIONS BY BETH M. WHITTAKER



Because He said in days gone by, “Suffer °
then to come to me.” When He Comes Again

By Mirla Greenwood Thayne
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I wonder, when He comes again, will
herald angels sing?

I'm sure He'll call His little
ones together ‘round His knee,
7




Christmas Play

By Arie Van De Graaff

This Christmas play has a special message for the audience. To solve the puzzle and learn the message, start with
person P. Notice that person E is wearing the same hat.
Write P and E in the first two spaces. Then find who has something in common with person E. Keep going until

you have used all the letters. See the answer on page 48.

December 2013
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By Logan Mickel
(Based on a true story)

Trust in the Lord with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine
own understanding (Proverbs 3:5).

ki down here to the right, Ethan. Remember to keep
your ski tips together and the backs apart, and follow
me.”

Ethan was nervous. He watched as his ski teacher put
his ski tips together and snowplowed a short way down the
hill. This was only his second day of skiing, and even though
he loved the snow and the mountains, he was still a little
scared of skiing. As he looked at the path his teacher had
taken, he thought it looked too steep.

“| think I'd rather go this way,” Ethan called to his
teacher, pointing off to his left. There was another path
that looked much easier. It was flat and straight as far as
he could see.

But his teacher shook his head.

“You don't want to go that way,” he called to Ethan. “It
gets a lot harder than it is right there—you just can't see it.”
He pointed again to the path on the right and said, “Go
right where | went,” he said. “Don’'t worry. You'll be fine.”

Ethan faced a tough decision. The path his teacher
wanted him to take looked scary. The other path seemed
like a better choice. Should he listen to his teacher or do
what he wanted to do?

He really wanted to take his own path, but Ethan de-

cided to follow his teacher's advice. His palms were sweaty

44 Friend

The slope looked
scary. Should
Ethan trust his
teacher?

inside his mittens as he pushed his skis out into the triangle
shape his teacher had taught him and started down the
path on the right.

It was easier than he thought! He skied quickly down to
where his teacher was waiting.

“Good job, Ethan!” his teacher said as Ethan skied over
to him. “I'm glad you trusted me. Do you see that?” he said,
pointing up the hill.

Ethan looked at the very steep, rocky, scary-looking hill
his teacher was pointing to. “Yes,” he answered.

“That's the path you wanted to go down,” his teacher
replied.

Ethan gulped. His teacher was right—the path on the
right was much better.

“Are you glad you listened to me?” his teacher asked.

“Definitely!” Ethan replied.

As they skied down the rest of the hill, Ethan trusted his
teacher without worrying. He knew his teacher would tell
him the right way to go.

Heading home after his ski lesson, Ethan thought a lot
about how scary it would have been if he hadn't trusted
his teacher and hadn't taken the safer path. His mom



ILLUSTRATION BY BRAD TEARE

was always quoting a scripture about trusting in the Lord
instead of in our own understanding. Maybe that was
because Heavenly Father’s plan was the safest path—even
if it did seem harder at first.

Ethan could remember a few times when he had wanted
to do something that seemed easier or more fun than

keeping Heavenly Father's commandments. He decided
that from now on he would trust Heavenly Father and
follow His path. He felt a warm feeling inside be-
cause he knew he would be safe. ¢

“Trust your Heavenly Father. Trust
Him enough to follow His plan.”?

President Dieter F. Uchtdorf,
Second Counselor in the
First Presidency
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By Sara K., age 12, Utah, USA

It was the annual live Nativity. You could walk
Wise Men, shepherds, and Mary with Joseph
and the Baby.

We walked over to see the shepherds. The youngest was

around and see people dressed up like the

no more than five, and he was standing by his father. He
had his hands clamped tightly together.

My mom came up to me and whispered, “That little boy
doesn't have any gloves. Would you like to give him one
of yours?” | looked down at my hands that were double
gloved. If | took one layer off, my hands would get cold. |
swallowed, took off the best pair, and followed Mom back
to the fire.

“Here,” my mom said to the boy’s father. “Some gloves
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Gloves for a Shepherd

chs'f}vould do something good. The least | could do was
hel

Mom whispered, “That little boy doesn’t have any gloves.”

to keep his hands warm.” She slid the gloves onto the boy's
hands.

“Thank you,” the boy's dad said. “We will get them back
to you.”

“Oh, you can keep them,” Mom said as she took my
hand. We walked to a big barn where the woman playing
the role of Mary stood.

Mary said, “These feet will walk on water, these hands
will heal a blind man and raise a child from the dead, and
then these hands and feet will be nailed to a cross to pay
for our transgressions.”

| looked at the baby representing Jesus in her arms
and his tiny hands holding her finger. | looked at my own
hands in a worn pair of gloves. | thought of the little boy’s
hands with my perfect pair of gloves. Then | smiled to
myself. | was glad | had given him my gloves, because

\1 didn’t know what his hands would do someday. They
Imi‘Lj.Fm’cnot do the same things that Jesus did, but his

p keep them warm. @




By Kevin V., age 11, Mexico

| hope that | can share the gospel with those who want to
know the truth (Children’s Songbook, 169).
ur family—my parents, my brother, and me—prepared
for along time so that my brother could serve a
mission. Whenever we would talk about him being a mis-
sionary, | would joke with him, saying | wouldn’t miss him
and that | would be glad to be alone.

The day finally came for him to send in his missionary
papers. He had tried to do well in school, and we had all
worked hard to save money for his mission.

One day the stake president called us and said the call
had arrived. My brother opened the letter at home after
dinner. He was called to serve in the Mexico City East
Mission.

Not long after that, we dropped him off at the airport

and said goodbye. On the way home my mother could not

| can't wait Me too! Let's start
to serve a : getting ready now.
mission! Ly [
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stop her tears, but | did not cry. But only two hours later,
when | was in the room | used to share with my brother, |
suddenly realized that | would not see him again for a long
time. Then | was the one who could not stop my tears, and
| let myself cry and cry. My parents hugged and comforted
me, and we all felt great joy and great sadness at the
same time.

Since that day, | pray to Heavenly Father and ask Him
to take care of my brother as he serves.

My brother taught me that | must also prepare for a
mission. | must be worthy to receive the priesthood, attend
seminary, and achieve the goals in Fulfilling My Duty to
God. He taught me to work and save money, read the
scriptures, and obey my leaders.

| want to serve a mission too so that other people

can have the blessings of the gospel and know that
itis true. @

ILLUSTRATION BY BRAD TEARE
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GUIDE TO THE FRIEND

1 Read “Waiting for Jesus” (pages 4-5) and set
out your family’s nativity set. Or if you don’t
have one, make your own manger with the
instructions on page 6.

2 Perform the Christmas program on pages 10—
11 with your family!

3 Use the Bringing Primary Home lesson and
activity to learn more about this month’s Primary
theme (pages 40—42).

3

Possible Ideas for Family Home Evening

brighter.

To send us a letter, drawing, poem, or photograph, e
please fill out this form and include it with your submis- i i

sion. Please also include a school photo or high-quality

snapshot. Submissions will not be returned and may be Hidden CTR Ril’lg
edited for length and clarity. Children whose work is Did you find the ring?

) |
submitted should be at least three years old. Look on page 39!
Please send your submission to: Friend Magazine

50 E. North Temple St., Rm. 2432
Salt Lake City, UT 84150-0024
Or email: friend@ldschurch.org
The following information and permission must be included:
First and last name
Age State/Province, Country The Friend can be found

| agree to the terms of the Friend Submission Agreement (Ids.org/friend/
parentalconsent) and grant permission for the Friend to publish my child’s
submission and photo in print or online.

on the Internet at
Ids.org/friend. To subscribe
online, go to store.lds.org.

Signature of parent or legal guardian

Email of parent or legal guardian

48

The Friend NEW OR RENEWAL SUBSCRIPTION

$8.00 (U.S.) per year
Name Address
City State Country Zip

To Subscribe: By phone: Call 1-800-537-5971 to order using Visa, MasterCard, Discover Card, or
American Express. Online: Go to store.lds.org. By mail: Send $8 U.S. check or money order to
Distribution Services, P.O. Box 26368, Salt Lake City, UT 84126-0368.

To change address: Send old and new address information to Distribution Services at the above
address, or change the address by phone at the number listed above. Please allow 60 days for
changes to take effect.

The Friend is available each month in Braille, or as a Talking Book, for the visually impaired. For
more information, contact Salt Lake Distribution Services, 1999 West 1700 South, Salt Lake City, UT
84104-4233, United States of America.

Key 040204

4 Put together the Light of Christ advent calen-
dar (pages 24-25). You can use it as a family
throughout the month to make your Christmas

5 Read “Warming Up to the Lindsays”

(pages 22-23) and talk about how you can serve
others this Christmas. Then make the salsa on
page 26 and share it with some friends.

Topical Index to
This Issue of the
Friend

Christmas 2, 4, 6, 8, 10, 16, 21,
22,24, 26, 38, 46

Church history 14

Family 20

Holy Ghost 39

Jesus Christ 2,4, 7,10, 21, 24,
30, 34, 36, 40

Kindness 12, 16, 18, 22, 38, 46

Love 36

Missionary work 47

Plan of salvation 44

Service 3, 8, 18, 24, 38

Trust 44

Sidebar
References

1."Standing Together for the
Cause of Christ," Ensign, Aug.
2012, 48.

2."Your Happily Ever After,”
Ensign, May 2010, 127.

Funstuf Answers

Page 3: Atonement

Page 13:1) E; 2) D; 3) B; 4) G;
5)A; 6) F

Page 43: peace on earth



SPENCER W.
KIMBALL

ILLUSTRATION BY ROBERT T. BARRETT

Spencer W. Kimball loved the descendants of the Lamanites. The basket and the
background pattern represent his love for their culture. When he served as Church
President, the Church printed new editions of the scriptures. He also received the
revelation that all worthy men could hold the priesthood. He dedicated 21 temples,
including the Jordan River Utah Temple.
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Through Your Eyes
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| took this picture of
a frozen pond near
my home because |
thought it was beau-
tiful how the ice
crystals formed on
the water. It amazes
me what Heavenly
Father can do.

GrantS., age 11,
Utah, USA

Do you like taking photos? We'd like to see

your best shots about how Heavenly Father
blesses your life. Email them to friend@
Idschurch.org and include your name, age,
and where you're from. Please also include
a sentence explaining how your picture
shows Heavenly Father's blessings in your

life. Remember, we can't publish your
submission without a parent’s permission
in the email. If there are people in the
photo, we also need to know that they
gave their permission to be photographed.
We're looking forward to seeing Heavenly

| Father's blessings through your eyes!

* Watch the video “Kids and
Christmas” at Ids.org/
friend. What gift can you
give Christ this Christmas?

® Reach out to one person before
Christmas! See Elder M. Russell
Ballard’s challenge for you at

Ids.org/friend.

THE CHURCH OF

JESUS CHRIST

OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS
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