Learn about the New Testament together this year!

SCRIPTURE TIME

Jesus Heals a Leper
By Erin Sanderson

T

hink about a time when you were
sick. Did someone do something
kind to help you feel better?
In the New Testament we read about
how Jesus showed kindness to people
who were sick. One day a man with a
painful skin disease called leprosy went
to Jesus. He knew that Jesus had the
power to heal everyone who was sick.
He believed that Jesus could heal him.
Jesus touched the leper and said, “Be thou
clean” (Mark 1:41). As soon as Jesus had
spoken, the man was healed.
We can follow in Jesus’s footsteps by
being kind and loving to others who are
sick or sad. ◆
The author lives in Utah, USA.

FA MILY TALK
You can use the scripture figures on the
inside back cover to tell the story from
Mark 1:40–42. Then you could read Jude
1:22 and plan how to do something as a
family to make a difference in someone’s
life. Maybe you could serve someone in
secret!

40 F r i e n d

Serve someone in secret?
That sounds fun!

Write about it and
send it to the Friend!

Song: “Tell Me the Stories of Jesus”
(page 31 or Children’s Songbook, 57)
Scriptures: Mark 1:40–42
Videos: Go to Biblevideos.org to
watch “Jesus Heals a Lame Man on
the Sabbath” and “Jesus Heals a Man
Born Blind.”

LEFT: THE LEPER WHO SAID ‘THANK YOU,’ BY JOHN STEEL © PROVIDENCE LITHOGRAPH; RIGHT: ILLUSTRATION BY DAVID MALAN; ILLUSTRATION OF SANDALS BY MARK ROBISON

FO L LOWIN G I N
J E S U S ’S FOOTSTEPS
With your family, role-play
how you could show love for
others in these situations.
Make up some of your
own situations!

A new family has moved into your neighborhood.
Some children are being mean to another child at school.
A visitor who doesn’t know anyone at church comes to Primary.

Your younger brother or sister has no one to play with.
The baby is crying, and your mother is trying to make dinner.
A person in your ward or branch is sick and can’t leave the house.

LEARN MORE
The New Testament has four special books called
the Gospels. They were written by four of Jesus’s
disciples. The Gospels tell about when Jesus
Christ lived on the earth. The story about healing
the leper is in three of the Gospels. It is in Mark
1:40–42, Matthew 8:2–4, and Luke 5:12–14.

S CRIPTU RE TIP
In Mark 1:41 the word compassion is used. When you
find a word in the Bible that you don’t know, you can
use the Guide to the Scriptures to help you! You can
look up “compassion” to find out what it means and to
find other scriptures that use it. What other words can
you look up in the story about Jesus healing the man
with leprosy?
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