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T H E  N E W  E R A

T H E  F R I E N D Be a Missionary Now
You don’t have to travel to a different country, dress in church clothes, or wear a name tag to be a missionary. 

One of the best ways to be a great missionary is to be a good example and a good friend. Here are some other 
things you can do to be a missionary.

IllustratIons by Val ChadwICk bagley

Ask a friend to 
come to a Primary program.

Share with a friend what you are doing to find out your family history.

Share a copy of the Friend.

Share your 
favorite 
scripture 
story.

Tell a friend about an answer you received to a prayer.
Invite a friend who doesn’t go to church to a Primary activity.

Always 
stand up 
for what 
is right. 

Invite a friend to a  family home evening.

Give a pass-along card.

Invite a friend’s 
family to a ward 
picnic, Christmas 
party, or other 
event.

10 F r i e n d

In Other  
Church Magazines

Sharing the Gospel
This month’s New Era features a special 

section with ideas for talking about the gos­
pel with others. It shares both prophetic 
counsel and experiences from youth who 
have put the prophets’ words into prac­
tice. See pages 20–40 for articles such as 

“The What and How of Sharing the 
Gospel,” “Blessed by Example,” and 
“Answering Difficult Questions about 
the Church.” 

Priorities and Balance
It can be difficult to find time for 

everything in our lives. In “Keeping 
Your Life in Balance” (page 2), Elder 
M. Russell Ballard of the Quorum of 

the Twelve Apostles shares how we can  
best prioritize our commitments.

Peace after Repentance
On page 14, find a Questions & Answers 

feature on what we can do if we have trouble 
forgetting past mistakes after repenting.
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Recently I visited with a friend I knew in 
high school. We talked about when we 
first met, about the joy that comes from 

living the gospel, and about the influence 
friends can have on our lives. In fact, it was 
because of the example of my friends that I 
joined the Church.

I first came to the United States from 
American Samoa when I was 10 because my 
father wanted his children to have more edu-
cational opportunities than those he had. I 
lived in Seattle, Washington, with an aunt and 
uncle. At 14, I moved to California. My grand-
mother, with whom I lived, was a temple 
worker in the Los Angeles California Temple, 
but I was not a member of the Church. 

During my junior year of high school, I 
became involved with student government 
and noticed several people on the student 
council who stood out from all the rest. They 
were respectful of others, clean in speech 
and dress, and had a dignity and light about 
them that caught my attention. We became 
friends, and they invited me to go to Mutual 
with them. I liked the fun, wholesome activi-
ties and the Spirit that I felt there, so I began 
attending regularly. Just a few weeks later 
my friends introduced me to the missionaries 
and to the Book of Mormon. I was baptized 
soon afterward and began a lifelong study of 
the Book of Mormon.

My friends followed the counsel found 
in 1 Timothy 4:12: “Be thou an example of 
the believers, in word, in conversation, in 
charity, in spirit, in faith, in purity.” Like my 
friends, we can be an influence for good by 
our day-to-day actions of living the gospel. As 
we live our lives to reflect our standards and 
beliefs, those who are prepared to receive the 
gospel will notice and want to know more.Ab
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Just as my friends influenced my life, you can bring the light 
of the gospel to your friends’ lives by the way you live. 

Blessed By 

ExamplE

For example, remember the story of Alma 
found in the Book of Mormon. Alma was liv-
ing a comfortable life as a priest in the court  
of King Noah. When Abinadi bore his tes-
timony, Alma believed him and, with great 
danger to himself, wrote down Abinadi’s 
words and taught others about the Savior (see 
Mosiah 17:2–4).

“And it came to pass after many days there 
were a goodly number gathered together at 
the place of Mormon, to hear the words of 
Alma. Yea, all were gathered together that 
believed on his word, to hear him. And he 
did teach them, and did preach unto them 
repentance, and redemption, and faith on  
the Lord” (Mosiah 18:7; see also verses 1–6).

Later, when Alma the Younger was  
causing problems for the Church, an angel 
answered Alma’s prayers: “The Lord hath 
heard the prayers of his people, and also 
the prayers of his servant, Alma, who is 
thy father; for he has prayed with much 
faith concerning thee that thou mightest 
be brought to the knowledge of the truth” 

By Elder  
O. Vincent Haleck

Of the Seventy
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Being a Missionary Now
Your children don’t have to travel to a differ­

ent country, dress in Sunday clothes, or wear 
name tags to be missionaries. See page 10 of  
the September Friend  for ideas about what  
you and your children can do to share the  
gospel with others.

Clean Language
 “Dear Class” on page 44 of the 

September Friend features a letter of apol­
ogy a boy wrote to his class after using 
language that he shouldn’t have. Page 45 
includes a description of lessons the boy 
learned and features a certificate that your 
children can sign to pledge that they will not 
use bad language.
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COMMENT

Helping Primary 
Children with 
Disabilities

My seven-year-
old son has 

Asperger’s syndrome. 
I was excited to see 
“How Do I Help This 
Child?” in the February 
2012 Ensign. I know 
that my Heavenly 
Father wants us in 
church on Sundays and 
that He loves all His 
children, including the 
ones who need added 
attention and help.
Kristi Schmoe, Illinois, USA

A Father Feels 
the Heartache of 
Divorce

The poignant reflec-
tions of Donna 

Hollenbeck’s article, 
“With Faith in God, 
I Am Never Alone,” 
in the February 2012 
Ensign resonated deep 
within my heart. As 
a father I also have 
struggled with the 
heartache of divorce. 
Like her, I find strength 
and peace through the 
gospel of Jesus Christ 
and the sure knowl-
edge that despite all of 
my flaws and failures, 
God loves me and I am 
never alone.
Name withheld, West 
Virginia, USA

44 F r i e n d

Dear  class,
You might have heard that I said something inappropriate to someone 

in class on Monday. What I said was wrong, and I’m sorry I said it. I’m also 

sorry that you all had to hear it. And I’m sorry that I disappointed my 

teacher, friends, and classmates.

This year, I have heard a lot of people talking like I did on Monday. I knew 

it was wrong, but I thought if I talked that way I would feel more mature. I 

thought it would make me fit in and be more popular. But instead it made 

me look immature, like I have a bad attitude and a lack of character. 

What I said was using profanity. No, I didn’t swear, but the dictionary 

says profanity includes language that is disrespectful and irreverent. 

Those who don’t have the language skills to make their point use inappro-

priate words to try to look tough or smart. It doesn’t make you smart. In 

fact, it makes you sound pretty ridiculous.

George Washington said that profanity “is a vice so mean and low, . . . 

that every man of sense, and character, detests and despises it.” I would 

like to think that we are all people of character, that we know what is right 

and wrong, and that we want to be people our school can be proud of.

The profanity in our classroom is hurting people. It brings our whole 

school down and makes us look stupid. We aren’t stupid. We have the 

potential to be whatever we want to be. I don’t want our language to hold 

us back.
I pledge to my class, my teacher, and my school that I will not use pro-

fanity at any time. I will use language that shows respect and builds up 

everyone around me and that I can be proud of. I hope that you will join me 

in this pledge, so we can all speak in a way that shows who we really are.

Sincerely,
Ethan

F O R  O L D E R  K I D S


