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L A T T E R - D A Y  S A I N T  V O I C E S S E L F - R E L I A N C E

As a single mother of five children,  
  I felt the heavy responsibility 

of providing for my family. I am a 
domestic worker, but my job does not 
provide enough for my family. I joined 
a self-reliance group so I could learn 
how to improve my situation.

I was inspired by the “Starting and 
Growing My Business” group and 
decided that I could sew and sell insu-
lated bags for slow cookers. I would 
sew the bags late into the night after 

HEAVENLY FATHER CARES ABOUT MY BUSINESS
returning home from my day job.

I was working late one night on 
a large order that was due the next 
morning when my sewing machine 
stopped working. It was midnight, so 
no mechanics would be available to 
help. The machine came with a small 
tool kit, but I had never fixed a sewing 
machine before. I had no idea where 
to start.

Then the lesson in the My Found-
ation manual titled “Exercise Faith in 

Jesus Christ” came to my mind. At 
that time, I knew that I needed to 
put my trust in the Lord. I sank to my 
knees and pleaded: “Heavenly Father, 
please help me fix this machine so  
I can make the order for my customer 
to collect in the morning. Heavenly 
Father, help me!”

Then I had the distinct impression 
to take the screwdriver from the tool 
kit and use it to push on a particular 
part of the sewing machine. I did so, 
relying completely on my faith. I held 
my breath as I switched the machine 
back on. It worked!

I was able to meet the deadline for 
the order. I discovered what it’s like 
to have Heavenly Father and Jesus 
Christ as business partners. I know  
I will continue to be blessed as I seek 
for opportunities to apply what I’ve 
learned in the self-reliance group. ◼
Buyisile Zuma, KwaZulu-Natal,  
South Africa
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