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do with adventures. Their lives are all 
about comfort. They enjoy eating six 
meals a day when they can get them 
and spend their days in their gardens, 
swapping tales with visitors, singing, 
playing musical instruments, and bask-
ing in the simple joys of life.

However, when Bilbo is presented 
with the prospect of a grand adventure, 
something surges deep within his heart. 
He understands from the outset that 
the journey will be challenging. Even 
dangerous. There is even a possibility 
he might not return.

And yet, the call to adventure has 
reached deep into his heart. And 
so, this unremarkable hobbit leaves 
comfort behind and enters the path to 
a great adventure that will take him all 
the way to “there and back again.”2

Your Adventure
Perhaps one of the reasons this story 

resonates with so many is because it is 
our story too.

Long, long ago, even before we 
were born, in an age dimmed by time 
and clouded from memory, we too 
were invited to embark on an adven-
ture. It was proposed by God, our 
Heavenly Father. Accepting this adven-
ture would mean leaving the comfort 
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Of Hobbits
A beloved children’s fantasy novel 

written many years ago begins with the 
sentence “In a hole in the ground there 
lived a hobbit.”1

The story of Bilbo Baggins is about 
a most normal and unremarkable 
hobbit who is presented with a most 
remarkable opportunity—the wonder-
ful chance at adventure and the prom-
ise of a great reward.

The problem is that most self- 
respecting hobbits want nothing to 

Your Great Adventure

The Savior invites us, each day, to set aside  
our comforts and securities and join Him on  
the journey of discipleship.



87NOVEMBER 2019

and security of His immediate pres-
ence. It would mean coming to earth 
for a journey filled with unknown 
danger and trial.

We knew it would not be easy.
But we also knew that we would 

gain precious treasures, including a 
physical body and experiencing the 
intense joys and sorrows of mortality. 
We would learn to strive, to seek, and 
to struggle. We would discover truths 
about God and ourselves.

Of course, we knew we would make 
many mistakes along the way. But we 
also had a promise: that because of 
the great sacrifice of Jesus Christ, we 
could be cleansed of our transgressions, 
refined and purified in our spirits, and 
one day resurrected and reunited with 
those we love.

We learned how much God loves us. 
He gave us life, and He wants us to suc-
ceed. Therefore, He prepared a Savior 
for us. “Nevertheless,” our Father in 
Heaven said, “thou mayest choose for 
thyself, for it is given unto thee.”3

There must have been parts of the 
mortal adventure that worried and even 
terrified God’s children, since a large 
number of our spiritual brothers and 
sisters decided against it.4

By the gift and power of moral 
agency, we determined that the poten-
tial of what we could learn and eter-
nally become was well worth the risk.5

And so, trusting the promises and 
power of God and His Beloved Son, we 
accepted the challenge.

I did.
And so did you.
We agreed to leave the security of our 

first estate and embark on our own great 
adventure of “there and back again.”

The Call to Adventure
And yet, mortal life has a way of 

distracting us, doesn’t it? We tend to 
lose sight of our great quest, preferring 
comfort and ease over growth and 
progress.

Still, there remains something 
undeniable, deep within our hearts, 
that hungers for a higher and nobler 
purpose. This hunger is one reason why 
people are drawn to the gospel and 
Church of Jesus Christ. The restored 
gospel is, in a sense, a renewal of the 
call to adventure we accepted so long 
ago. The Savior invites us, each day, 
to set aside our comforts and securi-
ties and join Him on the journey of 
discipleship.

There are many bends in this road. 
There are hills, valleys, and detours. 
There may even be metaphorical spi-
ders, trolls, and even a dragon or two. 
But if you stay on the path and trust in 
God, you will eventually find the way to 
your glorious destiny and back to your 
heavenly home.

So how do you begin?
It’s quite simple.

Incline Your Heart to God
First, you need to choose to incline 

your heart to God. Strive each day 
to find Him. Learn to love Him. And 
then let that love inspire you to learn, 
understand, and follow His teachings 
and learn to keep God’s command-
ments. The restored gospel of Jesus 
Christ is given to us in a plain and 
simple way that a child can under-
stand. Yet the gospel of Jesus Christ 
has the answers to the most complex 
questions in life and has such pro-
found depth and complexity that even 
with a lifetime of study and pondering, 
we can scarcely comprehend even the 
smallest part.

If you hesitate in this adventure 
because you doubt your ability, remem-
ber that discipleship is not about doing 
things perfectly; it’s about doing things 
intentionally. It is your choices that 
show what you truly are, far more than 
your abilities.6

Even when you fail, you can choose 
not to give up, but rather discover your 
courage, press forward, and rise up. 
That is the great test of the journey.

God knows that you are not perfect, 
that you will fail at times. God loves 
you no less when you struggle than 
when you triumph.



88 SUNDAY MORNING SESSION

Like a loving parent, He merely 
wants you to keep intentionally trying. 
Discipleship is like learning to play the 
piano. Perhaps all you can do at first 
is play a barely recognizable rendition 
of “Chopsticks.” But if you continue 
practicing, the simple tunes will one 
day give way to wondrous sonatas, 
rhapsodies, and concertos.

Now, that day may not come during 
this life, but it will come. All God asks 
is that you consciously keep striving.

Reach Out in Love to Others
There is something interesting, 

almost paradoxical, about this path 
you’ve chosen: the only way for you to 
progress in your gospel adventure is to 
help others progress as well.

To help others is the path of disci-
pleship. Faith, hope, love, compassion, 
and service refine us as disciples.

Through your efforts to help the 
poor and the needy, to reach out to 
those in distress, your own character 
is purified and forged, your spirit is 
enlarged, and you walk a little taller.

But this love cannot come with 
expectations of repayment. It cannot be 
the kind of service that expects recogni-
tion, adulation, or favor.

True disciples of Jesus Christ love 
God and His children without expec-
tation of something in return. We love 
those who disappoint us, who don’t like 
us. Even those who ridicule, abuse, and 
seek to hurt us.

When you fill your hearts with the 
pure love of Christ, you leave no room 
for rancor, judgment, and shaming. 
You keep God’s commandments 
because you love Him. In the process, 
you slowly become more Christlike in 
your thoughts and deeds.7 And what 
adventure could be greater than this?

Share Your Story
The third thing we strive to master 

in this journey is to take upon ourselves 
the name of Jesus Christ and not be 
ashamed of being a member of the 
Church of Jesus Christ.

We do not hide our faith.
We do not bury it.

To the contrary, we talk about our 
journey with others in normal and nat-
ural ways. That’s what friends do—they 
talk about things that are important 
to them. Things that are close to their 
heart and make a difference to them.

That’s what you do. You tell your 
stories and experiences as a member of 
The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-
day Saints.

Sometimes your stories make people 
laugh. Sometimes they bring them to 
tears. Sometimes they will help people 
to continue in patience, resilience, and 
courage to face another hour, another 
day and come a little closer to God.

Share your experiences in person, 
on social media, in groups, everywhere.

One of the last things Jesus told 
His disciples was that they were to go 
throughout the world and share the 
story of the risen Christ.8 Today we too 
joyfully accept that great commission.

What a glorious message we have 
to share: because of Jesus Christ, every 
man, woman, and child can return 
home safely to their heavenly home and 
there dwell in glory and righteousness!

There is even more good news to 
share.

God has appeared to man in our 
day! We have a living prophet.

May I remind you that God does not 
need you to “sell” the restored gospel 
or the Church of Jesus Christ.

He simply expects you not to hide it 
under a bushel.

And if people decide the Church is 
not for them, that is their decision.

It does not mean you have failed. You 
continue to treat them kindly. Nor does 
it exclude that you invite them again.

The difference between casual social 
contacts and compassionate, coura-
geous discipleship is—invitation!

We love and respect all of God’s 
children, regardless of their position in 
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life, regardless of their race or religion, 
regardless of their life’s decisions.

For our part, we will say, “Come and 
see! Find out for yourself how walking 
the path of discipleship will be reward-
ing and ennobling.”

We invite people to “come and help, 
as we try to make the world a better 
place.”

And we say, “Come and stay! We are 
your brothers and sisters. We are not 
perfect. We trust God and seek to keep 
His commandments.

“Join with us, and you will make 
us better. And, in the process, you will 
become better as well. Let’s take this 
adventure together.”

When Should I Start?
When our friend Bilbo Baggins felt 

the call to adventure stir within him, he 
decided to get a good night’s rest, enjoy 
a hearty breakfast, and start out first 
thing in the morning.

When Bilbo awoke, he noticed his 
house was a mess, and he was almost 
distracted from his noble plan.

But then his friend Gandalf came 
and asked, “Whenever are you going to 
come?”9 To catch up with his friends, 
Bilbo had to decide for himself what 
to do.

And so, the very normal and 
unremarkable hobbit found himself 
darting out his front door to the path of 
adventure so quickly that he forgot his 
hat, walking stick, and pocket handker-
chief. He even left his second breakfast 
unfinished.

Perhaps there is a lesson here for us 
as well.

If you and I have felt the stirrings 
to join the great adventure of living 
and sharing what our loving Heavenly 
Father prepared for us a long time ago, 
I assure you, today is the day to follow 
God’s Son and our Savior on His path 
of service and discipleship.

We could spend a lifetime waiting 
for that moment when everything lines 
up perfectly. But now is the time to 
commit fully to seeking God, minister-
ing to others, and sharing our experi-
ence with others.

Leave behind your hat, walking 
stick, handkerchief, and messy house.10

To those of us already walking that 
path, take courage, exercise compas-
sion, have confidence, and continue!

To those who have left the path, 
please come back, join again with us, 
make us stronger.

And to those who have not yet 
begun, why delay? If you want to expe-
rience the wonders of this great spiritual 
journey, set foot upon your own grand 
adventure! Speak with the missionar-
ies. Speak with your Latter-day Saint 
friends. Speak with them about this 
marvelous work and a wonder.11

It’s time to begin!

Come, Join with Us!
If you sense that your life could 

have more meaning, a higher purpose, 
stronger family bonds, and a closer 
connection with God, please, come, 
join with us.

If you seek a community of people 
who are working to become the best 
versions of themselves, help those in 
need, and make this world a better 
place, come, join with us!

Come and see what this marvelous, 
wondrous, and adventurous journey is 
all about.

Along the way you will discover 
yourself.

You will discover meaning.
You will discover God.
You will discover the most adventur-

ous and glorious journey of your life.
Of this I testify in the name of our 

Redeemer and Savior, Jesus Christ, 
amen. ◼

NOTES
 1. J. R. R. Tolkien, The Hobbit or There and Back 

Again (Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 2001), 3.
 2. Subtitle of The Hobbit.
 3. Moses 3:17.
 4. See Job 38:4–7 (the sons of God shouted 
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for joy); Isaiah 14:12–13 (“exalt my throne 
above the stars of God”); Revelation 
12:7–11 (there was a war in heaven).

 5. “The Prophet Joseph Smith described 
agency as ‘that free independence of mind 
which heaven has so graciously bestowed 
upon the human family as one of its 
choicest gifts’ [Teachings of the Prophet 
Joseph Smith, comp. Joseph Fielding Smith 
(1977), 49]. This ‘free independence of 
mind,’ or agency, is the power that allows 
individuals to be ‘agents unto themselves’ 
(D&C 58:28). It encompasses both the 
exercise of the will to choose between good 
and evil or differing levels of good or evil 
and also the opportunity to experience 
the consequences of that choice. Heavenly 
Father loves His children so much that He 
wants us to reach our full potential—to 
become as He is. To progress, a person 
must possess the innate capacity to make 
his or her desired choice. Agency is so 
fundamental to His plan for His children 
that ‘even God could not make men 
like himself without making them free’ 
[David O. McKay, “Whither Shall We Go? 
Or Life’s Supreme Decision,” Deseret News, 
June 8, 1935, 1]” (Byron R. Merrill, “Agency 
and Freedom in the Divine Plan,” in Roy A. 
Prete, ed., Window of Faith: Latter-day Saint 
Perspectives on World History [2005], 162).

 6. In her novel Harry Potter and the Chamber of 
Secrets, author J. K. Rowling has Hogwarts 
headmaster Dumbledore say something 
quite similar to young Harry Potter. It is 
wonderful advice to us as well. I have used 
it in messages before and think it is worth 
repeating.

 7. “Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and 
it doth not yet appear what we shall be: 
but we know that, when he shall appear, we 
shall be like him; for we shall see him as he 
is” (1 John 3:2; emphasis added).

While such a transformation may be 
beyond our ability to comprehend, “the 
Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, 
that we are the children of God: 

“And if children, then heirs; heirs of 
God, and joint-heirs with Christ; if so be that 
we suffer with him, that we may be also 
glorified together. 

“For I reckon that the sufferings of this 
present time are not worthy to be compared 
with the glory which shall be revealed in us” 
(Romans 8:16–18; emphasis added).

 8. See Matthew 28:16–20.
 9. Tolkien, The Hobbit, 33.
 10. See Luke 9:59–62.
 11. See LeGrand Richards, A Marvelous Work 

and a Wonder, rev. ed. (1966). 




