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obedient.10 They preached the gospel 
with boldness and power and built up 
the kingdom of God.11 They had joy in 
the Lord Jesus Christ.

We have much in common with 
those faithful men and women in the 
meridian of time. We too live in a time 
when the Lord Jesus Christ works 
miracles among us—including healing 
the sick, cleansing us from sin, chang-
ing our hearts, and opening salvation 
to God’s children on both sides of the 
veil. In our time we also have living 
prophets and apostles, priesthood 
power, spiritual gifts, and the supernal 
blessings of the ordinances of salvation.

Our time is a dangerous time—a 
time of great evil and temptation, a 
time of confusion and commotion. In 
these perilous times, the Lord’s prophet 
on the earth, President Thomas S. 
Monson, has called us to rescue the 
wounded in spirit,12 to stand for truth 
with courage,13 and to build the king-
dom of God.14 Whatever level of spir-
ituality or faith or obedience we now 

Just before His suffering in 
Gethsemane and on Calvary, Jesus 
made His disciples this remarkable 
promise: “He that believeth on me, the 
works that I do shall he do also; and 
greater works than these shall he do; 
because I go unto my Father.” 6

Jesus fulfilled that promise: begin-
ning with the day of Pentecost, the 
disciples were blessed with the baptism 
of fire and of the Holy Ghost.7 Through 
their faith in Christ, repentance, and 
obedience, the Holy Ghost became 
their companion, changed their hearts, 
and blessed them with an abiding wit-
ness of the truth.

These gifts and blessings strength-
ened the Lord’s disciples. Although 
the times they lived in were danger-
ous and confusing, they received the 
spiritual gift of eyes to see and ears to 
hear. By the power of the Holy Ghost, 
they began to see the truth of things 
as they really are, especially of the 
Lord Jesus Christ and His work among 
them.8 The Holy Ghost enlightened 
their understanding, and they heard 
the voice of the Lord more clearly. The 
gospel of Jesus Christ sank deep into 
their hearts.9 They were steadfast and 
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In His mortal ministry, Jesus worked 
such mighty miracles of healing 
and taught with such authority and 

power that the scripture says, “His 
fame went throughout all Syria . . . and 
there followed him great multitudes of 
people.” 1

Some who saw Him heal and 
heard Him teach rejected Him. Others 
followed Him for a season but then 
walked with Him no more.2 The Lord 
Jesus Christ was there in front of them, 
but they did not see who He really 
was. They were blind, and they chose 
to turn away. Of them, Jesus said:

“I came unto my own, and my own 
received me not.” 3

“Their ears are dull of hearing, and 
their eyes have they closed.” 4

However, there were many men and 
women, including His faithful Apostles, 
who centered their lives on Him. 
Though they struggled with worldly 
distractions, with confusion about 
what He taught, and even with fear, 
they believed in Him, loved Him, and 
followed Him.

Of them, Jesus said, “Blessed are 
your eyes, for they see: and your ears, 
for they hear.” 5

Eyes to See and  
Ears to Hear
If we will look to Christ and open our eyes and our ears, the Holy Ghost 
will bless us to see the Lord Jesus Christ working in our lives.
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have, it will not be sufficient for the 
work that lies ahead. We need greater 
spiritual light and power. We need eyes 
to see more clearly the Savior working 
in our lives and ears to hear His voice 
more deeply in our hearts.

This marvelous blessing comes when 
we open our hearts and receive,15 truly 
receive, the Lord Jesus Christ, His doc-
trine, and His Church into our lives. We 
do not have to be perfect, but we need 
to be good and getting better. We need 
to strive to live the plain and simple 
truths of the gospel. If we take upon us 
the name of Christ, act with faith in Him 
to repent of our sins, keep His com-
mandments, and always remember Him, 
we will receive the companionship of 
the Holy Ghost through the mercy and 
grace of Jesus Christ.

Simple obedience brings the Spirit 
into our hearts. In our homes, we pray 
in faith, search the scriptures, and keep 
the Sabbath day holy. In our chapels, 
we partake of the sacrament and make 
sacred promises to our Heavenly Father 
in the name of Christ. In holy temples, 
we participate in sacred ordinances 
on behalf of our brothers and sisters 
on the other side of the veil. In our 
families and in our assignments from 
the Lord, we reach out to others, lifting 
their burdens and inviting them to 
come unto Christ.

Brothers and sisters, I know that if 
we will do these things, the Holy Ghost 
will come! We will grow spiritually and 
gain experience with the Holy Ghost, 
and He will be our companion. If we 
will look to Christ and open our eyes 
and our ears, the Holy Ghost will bless 
us to see the Lord Jesus Christ working 
in our lives, strengthening our faith in 
Him with assurance and evidence. We 
increasingly will see all of our brothers 
and sisters the way God sees them, 
with love and compassion. We will 

hear the Savior’s voice in the scriptures, 
in the whisperings of the Spirit, and in 
the words of the living prophets.16 We 
will see the power of God resting upon 
His prophet and all the leaders of His 
true and living Church, and we will 
know with a surety that this is God’s 
holy work.17 We will see and under-
stand ourselves and the world around 
us the way the Savior does. We will 
come to have what the Apostle Paul 
called “the mind of Christ.” 18 We will 
have eyes to see and ears to hear, and 
we will build the kingdom of God.

Life may get hard, confusing, pain-
ful, and discouraging. I bear you my 
witness that through the companion-
ship of the Holy Ghost, the light of the 
gospel of Jesus Christ will cut through 
the confusion, the pain, and the dark-
ness. Whether it comes in a remarkable 
burst or in a gentle flow, that glorious 
spiritual power will infuse healing 
love and comfort into the repentant, 
wounded soul; dispel darkness with 
the light of truth; and cast out dis-
couragement with hope in Christ. We 
will see these blessings come, and we 
will know by the witness of the Spirit 
that it is the Lord Jesus Christ working 
in our lives. Our burdens truly will 
be “swallowed up in the joy of [our 
Redeemer].” 19

An experience my mother and 
father had many years ago illustrates 
the importance and power of eyes 
to see and ears to hear. In 1982 my 
parents were called to serve in the 
Philippines Davao Mission. When my 
mother opened the letter and saw 
where they were called, she exclaimed 
to my father, “No! You’ve got to call 
them and tell them we can’t go to 
the Philippines. They know you have 
asthma.” My father had suffered with 
asthma for many years, and my mother 
was very worried about him.

A few nights later my mother woke 
up my dad at about 2:30 a.m. She said, 
“Merlin, did you hear that voice?”

“No, I didn’t hear any voice.”
“Well, I have heard the same voice 

three times tonight, saying, ‘Why are 
you worried? Don’t you know that I 
know he has asthma? I will take care 
of him, and I will take care of you. 
Get yourself ready to serve in the 
Philippines.’”

My mother and father served in 
the Philippines and had a marvelous 
experience. The Holy Ghost was their 
companion, and they were blessed and 
protected. My father never had any 
problems with his asthma. He served as 
the first counselor in the mission presi
dency, and he and my mother trained 
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path: cars, houses, factories, and fields. 
I was stunned by the tragic images, 
and I wept. And I fervently prayed that 
our Heavenly Father’s protection and 
assistance would be upon all the people 
living in this region that I so dearly love.

Later, it was confirmed that all the 
missionaries and Church members were 
safe. However, many members were 
affected, losing their family members, 
homes, and household possessions. 
Nearly 20,000 people perished, commu-
nities were destroyed, and many people 
were forced to leave their homes as a 
result of a nuclear power plant accident.

Disasters such as this are wreak-
ing havoc in many parts of the world 
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On March 11, 2011, I was stand-
ing on a platform in the Tokyo 
Shinagawa train station to visit 

the Japan Kobe Mission. At approxi-
mately 2:46 p.m., a 9.0-magnitude mas-
sive earthquake struck. I was not able 
to stand because of the intense shaking, 
and I held tightly to a stair rail. Lights 
on nearby ceilings began falling to the 
floor. All of Tokyo was in a panic.

Fortunately, I was not injured, and 
four hours later, I was relieved to learn 
that my entire family was safe.

On television there was a stream of 
terrifying, shocking footage. A massive 
tsunami surged into the Sendai mission 
area—sweeping away everything in its 

Hold on Thy Way
Put God first, regardless of the trials you face. Love God. Have faith in 
Christ, and entrust yourself to Him in all things.

hundreds of missionaries and thou-
sands of faithful Latter-day Saints in 
preparation for the coming of wards 
and stakes on the island of Mindanao. 
They were blessed with eyes to see 
and ears to hear.

Brothers and sisters, I bear wit-
ness of Jesus Christ. I know He lives. 
He is our Savior and Redeemer. I 
know that if we receive Him into our 
lives and live the plain and simple 
truths of His gospel, we will enjoy 
the companionship of the Holy 
Ghost. We will have the precious gift 
of eyes to see and ears to hear. I so 
testify in the sacred name of Jesus 
Christ, amen. ◼
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