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By Elder L. Tom Perry
Of the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles

President Monson, we are all 
thrilled with the exciting news of 
some new temples. Especially it 

was exciting for my many, many rela-
tives in the state of Wyoming. 

The Church does something 
throughout the world when a new 
temple is built that is a fairly common 
tradition in the United States and 
Canada—we hold an open house. 
During the weeks just prior to the 
dedication of a new temple, we open 
the doors and invite local government 
and religious leaders, local members 
of the Church, and persons of other 
faiths to come and tour our newly 
constructed temple.

These are wonderful events that 
help people unfamiliar with the 
Church learn a little more about it. 
Nearly everyone who visits a new 
temple marvels at both its exterior and 
interior beauty. They are impressed 
by the craftsmanship and attention 
to detail in every feature of a temple. 
Moreover, many of the visitors feel 
something unique and special as they 
are guided through the undedicated 
temple. These are common responses 
of visitors to our open houses, but 

they are not the most common 
response. What impresses more visi-
tors than anything else is the members 
of the Church they meet at our open 
houses. They leave forever impressed 
with their hosts, the Latter-day Saints.

The Church is receiving more 
attention across the world than ever 
before. Members of the media write 
or talk about the Church every day, 
reporting on its many activities. Many 
of the most prominent news outlets in 
the United States regularly discuss the 
Church or its members. These discus-
sions extend across the globe as well.

The Church also attracts attention 
on the Internet, which, as you know, 
has dramatically changed the way 
people share information. At all times 
of the day across the entire world, the 
Church and its teachings are being 
discussed on the Internet, on blogs 
and social networks, by people who 
have never written for a newspaper or 
a magazine. They are making videos 
and sharing them online. These are 
ordinary people—both members of 
our faith and of other faiths—who 
are talking about The Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter-day Saints.

Perfect Love  
Casteth Out Fear
If you will respond to the invitation to share your beliefs and 
feelings about the restored gospel of Jesus Christ, a spirit of love 
and a spirit of courage will be your constant companion.

something similar happen to people 
I have known. I have seen some who 
have spent a long winter of guilt and 
spiritual starvation emerge into the 
morning of forgiveness. When morn-
ing came, they learned this:

“‘Behold, he who has repented of 
his sins, the same is forgiven, and I, 
the Lord, remember them no more’ 
[D&C 58:42].” 4

I gratefully acknowledge and testify 
that the incomprehensible suffering, 
death, and Resurrection of our Lord 
“bringeth to pass the condition of 
repentance” (Helaman 14:18). The 
divine gift of repentance is the key to 
happiness here and hereafter. In the 
Savior’s words and in deep humility 
and love, I invite all to “repent: for 
the kingdom of heaven is at hand” 
(Matthew 4:17). I know that in accept-
ing this invitation, you will find joy 
both now and forever. In the name of 
Jesus Christ, amen. ◼

NOTES
	 1. Bible Dictionary, “Repentance.”
	 2. The Book of Mormon speaks repeatedly 

of being “baptized unto repentance” (see 
Mosiah 26:22; Alma 5:62; 6:2; 7:14; 8:10; 
9:27; 48:19; 49:30; Helaman 3:24; 5:17, 
19; 3 Nephi 1:23; 7:24–26; Moroni 8:11). 
John the Baptist used the same words 
(see Matthew 3:11), and Paul spoke of 
the “baptism of repentance” (Acts 19:4). 
The phrase appears in the Doctrine and 
Covenants as well (see Doctrine and 
Covenants 35:5; 107:20). “Baptism of or 
unto repentance” simply references the fact 
that baptism with its covenant of obedience 
is the capstone of repentance. With full 
repentance, including baptism, one is 
qualified for the laying on of hands for the 
gift of the Holy Ghost, and it is by the Holy 
Ghost that one receives the baptism of the 
Spirit (see John 3:5) and forgiveness of sins: 
“For the gate by which ye should enter is 
repentance and baptism by water; and then 
cometh a remission of your sins by fire and 
by the Holy Ghost” (2 Nephi 31:17).

	 3.	Noel B. Reynolds, “The True Points of My  
Doctrine,” Journal of Book of Mormon Studies, 
vol. 5, no. 2 (1996): 35; emphasis added.

	 4.	Boyd K. Packer, in Conference Report, Oct. 
1995, 21; see also “The Brilliant Morning of 
Forgiveness,” Ensign, Nov. 1995, 18.
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Changes in the way we communi-
cate partly explain why we “Mormons” 
are more visible than ever. But the 
Church is always growing and moving 
forward. More people have members  
of the Church for neighbors and 
friends, and there are prominent mem-
bers of the Church in government, in 
business, in entertainment, in educa-
tion, and everywhere else, it seems. 
Even those who are not members of 
the Church have noticed this, and they 
wonder what is happening. It is won-
derful that so many are now aware of 
the Church and the Latter-day Saints.

While the Church is becoming 
more visible, there are still many peo-
ple who do not understand it. Some 
have been taught to be suspicious of 
the Church, to operate under negative 
stereotypes about the Church without 
questioning their source and validity. 
There is also a great deal of misinfor-
mation and confusion about what the 
Church is and what it stands for. This 
has been true since the time of the 
Prophet Joseph Smith.

Joseph Smith wrote his history in 
part “to disabuse the public mind, and 
put all inquirers after truth in posses-
sion of the facts” ( Joseph Smith—
History 1:1). It is true that there will 
always be those who will distort the 
truth and deliberately misrepresent 
the teachings of the Church. But the 

majority of those with questions about 
the Church simply want to under-
stand. These are fair-minded people 
who are genuinely curious about us.

The growing visibility and repu-
tation of the Church presents some 
remarkable opportunities to us as its 
members. We can help “disabuse the 
public mind” and correct misinforma-
tion when we are portrayed as some-
thing we are not. More important, 
though, we can share who we are.

There are a number of things that 
we can do—that you can do—to 
advance an understanding of the 
Church. If we do it with the same 
spirit and if we conduct ourselves in 
the same way we do when we host a 
temple open house, our friends and 
our neighbors will come to under-
stand us better. Their suspicions will 
evaporate, negative stereotypes will 
disappear, and they will begin to 
understand the Church as it really is.

Let me suggest a few ideas of what 
we can do.

First, we must be bold in our 
declaration of Jesus Christ. We want 
others to know that we believe He is 
the central figure in all human history. 
His life and teachings are the heart 
of the Bible and the other books we 
consider to be holy scripture. The Old 
Testament sets the stage for Christ’s 
mortal ministry. The New Testament 

describes His mortal ministry. The 
Book of Mormon gives us a second 
witness of His mortal ministry. He 
came to earth to declare His gospel 
as a foundation for all mankind so 
that all of God’s children could learn 
about Him and His teachings. He then 
gave His life in order to be our Savior 
and Redeemer. Only through Jesus 
Christ is salvation possible. This is 
why we believe He is the central fig-
ure in all human history. Our eternal 
destiny is always in His hands. It is a 
glorious thing to believe in Him and 
accept Him as our Savior, our Lord, 
and our Master.
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We also believe that it is possible 
only through Christ to find ultimate 
contentment, hope, and happiness—
both in this life and in the eternities. 
Our doctrine, as taught in the Book 
of Mormon, emphatically states: 
“Wherefore, ye must press forward 
with a steadfastness in Christ, hav-
ing a perfect brightness of hope, 
and a love of God and of all men. 
Wherefore, if ye shall press forward, 
feasting upon the word of Christ, and 
endure to the end, behold, thus saith 
the Father: Ye shall have eternal life” 
(2 Nephi 31:20).

We declare our belief in Jesus 
Christ and accept Him as our Savior. 
He will bless us and guide us in all of 
our efforts. As we labor here in mor-
tality, He will strengthen us and bring 
us peace in time of trials. Members of 
The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-
day Saints walk by faith in Him whose 
Church it is.

Second, be righteous examples to 
others. After our declaration of our 
beliefs, we must follow the counsel 
given to us in 1 Timothy 4:12: “But be 
thou an example of the believers, in 
word, in conversation, in charity, in 
spirit, in faith, in purity.”

The Savior taught about the impor-
tance of being an example of our faith 
by saying, “Let your light so shine 
before men, that they may see your 
good works, and glorify your Father 
which is in heaven” (Matthew 5:16).

Our lives should be examples of 
goodness and virtue as we try to emu-
late His example to the world. Good 
works by each of us can do credit 
both to the Savior and His Church. 
As you are engaged in doing good, 
being honorable and upright men and 
women, the Light of Christ will be 
reflected by your lives.

Next, speak up about the Church. 
In the course of our everyday lives, 

we are blessed with many opportu-
nities to share our beliefs with others. 
When our professional and personal 
associates inquire about our religious 
beliefs, they are inviting us to share 
who we are and what we believe. 
They may or may not be interested in 
the Church, but they are interested in 
getting to know us at a deeper level.

My recommendation to you is to 
accept their invitations. Your associates 
are not inviting you to teach, preach, 
expound, or exhort. Engage them 
in a two-way conversation—share 
something about your religious beliefs 
but also ask them about their beliefs. 
Gauge the level of interest by the 
questions they ask. If they are asking a 
lot of questions, focus the conversation 
on answering those questions. Always 
remember that it is better for them to 
ask than for you to tell.

Some members seem to want to 
keep their membership in the Church 
a secret. They have their reasons. 
For example, they may believe that 
it is not their place to share their 
beliefs. Perhaps they are fearful they 
might make a mistake or be asked a 
question they can’t answer. If such 
thoughts ever run through your head, 
I have some advice for you. Simply 
remember the words of John: “There 
is no fear in love; but perfect love 
casteth out fear” (1 John 4:18). If we 

simply love God and love our neigh-
bors, we are promised that we will 
overcome our fears.

If you have visited Mormon​.org 
lately, which is the Church website 
for those interested in learning about 
the Church, you have seen members 
who have uploaded information about 
themselves. They are creating online 
profiles that explain who they are and 
why their religious beliefs are impor-
tant to them. They are speaking up 
about their faith.

We should appreciate and approach 
such conversations with Christlike love. 
Our tone, whether speaking or writing, 
should be respectful and civil, regard-
less of the response of others. We 
should be honest and open and try to 
be clear in what we say. We want to 
avoid arguing or becoming defensive  
in any way.

The Apostle Peter explained, “But 
as he which hath called you is holy, so 
be ye holy in all manner of conversa-
tion” (1 Peter 1:15).

Today’s “manner of conversation” 
seems to involve the Internet more 
and more. We encourage people, 
young and old, to use the Internet 
and the social media to reach out and 
share their religious beliefs.

As you utilize the Internet, you may 
come across ongoing conversations 
about the Church. When directed by 
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By Elder Jeffrey R. Holland
Of the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles

In the spirit of that remarkably stirring 
hymn and with Elder Richard G. 
Hinckley’s eloquent invocation in my 

heart, I wish to speak rather candidly 
tonight, brethren, and I include in that 
candor the young men of the Aaronic 
Priesthood.

When we rehearse the grandeur of 
Joseph Smith’s First Vision, we some-
times gloss over the menacing con-
frontation that came just prior to it, a 
confrontation intended to destroy the 
boy if possible but in any case to block 
the revelation that was to come. We 
don’t talk about the adversary any more 
than we have to, and I don’t like talking 
about him at all, but the experience of 
young Joseph reminds us of what every 
man, including every young man, in 
this audience needs to remember.

Number one, Satan, or Lucifer, or 
the father of lies—call him what you 
will—is real, the very personification 
of evil. His motives are in every case 
malicious, and he convulses at the 
appearance of redeeming light, at the 
very thought of truth. Number two, 
he is eternally opposed to the love of 
God, the Atonement of Jesus Christ, and 
the work of peace and salvation. He 
will fight against these whenever and 

wherever he can. He knows he will be 
defeated and cast out in the end, but he 
is determined to take down with him as 
many others as he possibly can.

So what are some of the devil’s tac-
tics in this contest when eternal life is 
at stake? Here again the experience in 
the Sacred Grove is instructive. Joseph 
recorded that in an effort to oppose  
all that lay ahead, Lucifer exerted 
“such an astonishing influence over 
me as to bind my tongue so that I 
could not speak.” 1

As President Boyd K. Packer taught 
this morning, Satan cannot directly take 
a life. That is one of many things he 
cannot do. But apparently his effort to 
stop the work will be reasonably well 
served if he can just bind the tongue of 
the faithful. Brethren, if that is the case, 
I am looking tonight for men young 
and old who care enough about this 
battle between good and evil to sign 
on and speak up. We are at war, and 
for these next few minutes, I want to 
be a one-man recruiting station.

Do I need to hum a few bars of 
“We Are All Enlisted”? You know, the 
line about “We are waiting now for 
soldiers; who’ll volunteer?” 2 Of course, 
the great thing about this call to arms is 

We Are All Enlisted
From every man, young and old, who bears the priesthood,  
I ask for a stronger and more devoted voice, . . . a voice  
for good, a voice for the gospel, a voice for God.

the Spirit, do not hesitate to add your 
voice to these conversations.

The message of the gospel of Jesus 
Christ is unlike anything else you will 
share with others. In the information 
age, it is the most valuable information 
in all the world. There is no question 
about its worth. It is a pearl of great 
price (see Matthew 13:46).

In speaking about the Church, we 
do not try to make it sound better 
than it is. We do not need to put a 
spin on our message. We need to 
communicate the message honestly 
and directly. If we will open commu-
nication channels, the message of the 
restored gospel of Jesus Christ will 
prove itself to those who are prepared 
to receive it.

There is sometimes a wide difference 
—a gulf of understanding—between 
the way we experience the Church 
from the inside and the way others 
look at it from the outside. This is the 
principal reason we hold open houses 
for temples before each dedication is 
taken care of. The member volunteers 
at the temple open houses are simply 
trying to help others see the Church 
as they see it from the inside. They 
recognize the Church is a marvelous 
work, even a wonder, and they want  
others to know it too. I ask you to  
do the same.

I promise you that if you will 
respond to the invitation to share your 
beliefs and feelings about the restored 
gospel of Jesus Christ, a spirit of love 
and a spirit of courage will be your 
constant companion, for “perfect love 
casteth out fear” (1 John 4:18).

This is the time of expanding 
opportunities to share the gospel 
of Jesus Christ with others. May we 
prepare ourselves to take advantage of 
the opportunities given to us to share 
our beliefs, I humbly pray in the name 
of Jesus Christ, amen. ◼


