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Years ago a man was accused of a
serious crime. The prosecution
presented three witnesses, each

of whom saw the man commit the
crime. The defense then presented
three witnesses, none of whom had
seen its commission. The simple jury
was confused. Based on the number
of witnesses, the evidence seemed to
the jury equally divided. The man was
acquitted. It was irrelevant, of course,
that untold millions had never seen
the crime. There needed to be only
one witness.

In the genius of the gospel plan,
there ultimately only has to be one
witness, but that witness must be you.

The testimony of others may initiate
and nourish the desire for faith and
testimony, but eventually every indi-
vidual must find out for himself. None
can permanently endure on bor-
rowed light.

The restored gospel is not truer
today than when a solitary boy walked
out of the Sacred Grove in 1820. Truth
has never been dependent on the
number who embrace it. When Joseph
left the grove, there was only one man
on earth who knew the truth about
God the Father and His Son, Jesus
Christ. It is necessary, however, that
each find out for himself and carry that
burning testimony into the next life.

When the 23-year-old Heber J.
Grant was installed as president of the
Tooele Stake, he told the Saints he
believed the gospel was true. President
Joseph F. Smith, a counselor in the
First Presidency, inquired, “Heber, you
said you believe the gospel with all
your heart, . . . but you did not bear
your testimony that you know it is
true. Don’t you know absolutely that
this gospel is true?”

Heber answered, “I do not.”
Joseph F. Smith then turned to John
Taylor, the President of the Church,
and said, “I am in favor of undoing
this afternoon what we did this morn-
ing. I do not think any man should

preside over a stake who has not a
perfect and abiding knowledge of the
divinity of this work.”

President Taylor replied, “Joseph,
Joseph, Joseph, [Heber] knows it just
as well as you do. The only thing that
he does not know is that he does
know it.”

Within a few weeks that testimony
was realized, and young Heber J.
Grant shed tears of gratitude for the
perfect, abiding, and absolute testi-
mony that came into his life.1

It is a grand thing to know—and to
know that you know and that the light
has not been borrowed from another.

Years ago I presided over a mission
headquartered in the Midwest. One
day, with a handful of our missionar-
ies, I spoke with an esteemed repre-
sentative of another Christian faith.
This gentle soul spoke of his own
religion’s history and doctrine, even-
tually repeating the familiar words:
“By grace ye are saved. Every man
and woman must exercise faith in
Christ in order to become a saved
being.”

Among those present was a new
missionary. He was altogether unfa-
miliar with other religions. He had to
ask the question, “But, sir, what hap-
pens to the little baby who dies
before he is old enough to under-
stand and exercise faith in Christ?”
The learned man bowed his head,
looked at the floor, and said, “There
ought to be an exception. There
ought to be a loophole. There ought
to be a way, but there isn’t.”

The missionary looked at me and,
with tears in his eyes, said, “Goodness,
President, we do have the truth, 
don’t we!”

The moment of testimony 
realization—when you know that 
you know—is sweet and sublime.
That testimony, if nurtured, will rest
upon you as a mantle. When we see
light, we are engulfed by it. Lights 
of understanding turn on within.

I once conversed with a fine 
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young man who was not of our faith,
although he had attended most of our
worship services for more than a year.
I asked why he had not joined the
Church. He replied, “Because I do 
not know whether it is true. I think it
may well be true, but I cannot stand
and testify, as you do, ‘I actually know
it is true.’ ”

I inquired, “Have you read the
Book of Mormon?” He answered that
he had read in the book.

I asked whether he had prayed
about the book. He answered, “I have
mentioned it in my prayers.”

I told my friend that as long as he
casually read and prayed, he never
would find out, worlds without end.
But when he set aside a period for
fasting and pleading, the truth would
be burned into his heart, and he
would know that he knew. He said
nothing more to me but told his wife
the next morning that he would be
fasting. The following Saturday he was
baptized.

If you want to know that you 
know that you know, a price must 
be paid. And you alone must pay that
price. There are proxies for ordi-
nances, but none for the acquisition
of a testimony.

Alma spoke of his conversion in
these beautiful words: “I have fasted
and prayed many days that I might
know these things of myself. And now
I do know of myself that they are
true; for the Lord God hath made
them manifest unto me” (Alma 5:46).

When a testimony has been real-
ized, there is a burning urge on the
part of the possessor to bear that tes-
timony to others. When Brigham
Young left the waters of baptism, he
said: “The spirit of the Lord was upon
me, and I felt as though my bones
would consume within me unless I
spoke to the people. . . . The first dis-
course I ever delivered I occupied
over an hour. I opened my mouth
and the Lord filled it.”2 As a fire 
will not burn, except the flame be

revealed, a testimony cannot abide
except it be expressed.

Brigham Young later said of Orson
Pratt, “If Brother Orson [were]
chopped up in inch pieces, each
piece would cry out, ‘Mormonism 
[is] true.’ ”3 Father Lehi eulogized 
his noble son Nephi in these words:
“But behold, it was not he, but it was
the Spirit of the Lord which was in
him, which opened his mouth to
utterance that he could not shut it”
(2 Nephi 1:27).

The opportunity and responsibility
for testimony bearing exist first in the
family setting. Our children should be
able to remember the light in our eyes,
the ring of our testimonies in their
ears, and the feeling in their hearts as
we bear witness to our most precious
audience that Jesus was truly God’s
own Son and Joseph was His prophet.
Our posterity must know that we
know, because we oft tell them.

Early Church leaders paid a great
price to establish this dispensation.
Perhaps we will meet them in the
next life and listen to their witness.

When we are called upon to testify,
what will we say? There will be spiri-
tual infants and spiritual giants in the
next life. Eternity is a long time to 
live without light, especially if our
spouses and our descendants also live
in darkness because there was no
light within us, and others, therefore,
could not light their lamps.

We should be on our knees every
morning and night pleading with the
Lord that we never lose our faith, our
testimony, or our virtue. There only
has to be one witness, but it must be
yourself.

I have a testimony. It urges to be
expressed. I bear witness that the
power of the living God is in this
Church. I know what I know, and my
witness is true. In the name of Jesus
Christ, amen. ■
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